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CUBA PROGRAM 

802.923.2390 


A Conference 
on the Occupy 
Wall Street 
Movement and 
- Student Activism 


PERFORMING WITH 

VERMONT SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA 

at Ben & Jerry's Ccrrcertscn the &een atShebnrre Museun - Shetxfne. VT 

SUNDAY. JUNE 24, 2012 - 7PM ^ 

(IBKCH Tckrtsvvwli«ns(taraiiusi:ccn.M8nsacutdSai0nce.cr«e»-SC-9O<l/ VPB 
• t •- . ChUtfliQ&UnrferFm Plrc«CapoaiPalV9 nLmtedRairrSm CT.-*— 


SaturdS^ March 
9am - bpm 
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Tickets 
On Sale Now! 

Box Office: 

802.760.4634 

SprucePeakArts.org 


SPRUCE Peak 


Performing 
Arts Center 

122 lloiirgiass Dr. | Stowe. VT 


OPENING PERFORMANCE 
BY LYNDSEY HIGHLANDER 


THE KINGOFTELLURIDE 
AND THE KINGOFNEWGRASS 


Box Office: 802.760.4634 
SprucePeakArts.org 


The Spruce PeakPericnatvArts Center Is a SOltdOl not-lcr-prohtarts organization dedicateOanci 
cormnltted to entartaimng, educating, md wgagmg our diverse communities In Stowe wd beyond. 


SLEEP GREEN 




We have a great selection 
of all natural/organic 

mattresses lor adults, lodsand 


e? Mam St I Burlington I 602 881.0633 1 Open Tue - Sat 10-6, Sun U-S. Men 12-6 

www.thegreenlifevt.com 



L®CAL 

MORTGAGE EXPERTISE 



Fast Pre-Approvals at No Cost 

First Time Home Buyer/VHFA Lender 

Rate Locks Available 

Better Rates 

Refinancing 


Patricia Boyce NMLS# 29105 
Mark Antell NMLS# 561825 
Larry Forcier NMLS# 561826 


Ver^nt Federal 


CREDIT UNION 


LOCAL VALUES. UNEXPECTED ADVANTAGES. 


vermontfederal.org I 888-252-0202 


vfcrfa iiwcuaii 


This credit union Is federally insured by the National Federal Credit Union Administration. 
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L nw CDfon;er< of oU 

a big initiative 
to root out child 
ponMtgr^hersln 

but why are they 
wutiing the perpa? 


Toil IGE? 

alippcd fiom TroKen 

gktbd 


CDIGESSION 

IHPHESSION 

Buriington 

Intemalional 

pub'a Moat Unique 
Servicna award in 
(heaoiaU-alrport 

ArtfiilNudle Scan? 


D FACTS COMPILED 



TOPFIVE 


I 'Battle for Burlington: Tba 2012 Mayoral 


firallngton's Waterfront Rail Yard?* by 
Kaibryn Flagg. Oeveiopeis have eyed a 
piece of lakefronl property occupied by a 
raityardm Burlington Can. and ahould. it 



the thiee most powerful men in Vermont 
yoUve never heard of: the Public Service 
Board. 


tweet of 



OURTWEEPLE: SEVENeATSVTCOM/TWITTtR 


rltlxnu.jrIherald 


SeasanSponsgr Q CitliensBank 



PARAMOUNT 


PARAMOUNTLIVE.org 

30 CENTER ST, RUTLAND, VT 
ftlARGE BY PHONE 802 775.0903 
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March Special 

Large 1 Topping Pizza, 

1 dozen wings 
& 2 Liter Coke product 

. 



DENGUE FEVER? 

WE ARE LOOKING 
FOR PEOPLE WHO HAVE 
HAD DENGUE FEVER 
TO HELP US DEVELOP 
A VACCINE AGAINST IT. 


Clinical 

Resoarch Study 


' A 1 year study with two doses 
ol voccine or plocebo 
’ Healthy oduhs 18-50 
’ Screening visit, dosing visits 
and follow up visits 
' Up to S2, 1 20 compensation 


For more ^formation and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good time to coll bock. 


UNIVERSITY 
"/ X'ER.MONT 

Call 656-0013 or 

fax 656-0881 or email 

VoccineTestirtgCenterduvm.edu 


SEVEN DAYS 

NEW DEVELOPMENTS. 


■a Cofifilliritch, Alice lavra 


Ela>b«l>Cl»«aankEaelcUara.KCTii>J bUey. 
ruekKleaii^Aidlt], Levin*. Any tiUa 

bull Tut. LlnbiyJW 



FEED&ac/c 

READER REACTION TO RECENT ARTICLES 


MACEDONIA CLAIMS 
MOTHER TERESA 

[Re “A Former Mayor’s New Direction," 
February 29]: Very interesting article 
[by Kevin J. Kefley], but “Tbday, Ferries 
points out that Albania is best known 
internationally ns the birthplace of 
Mother Teresa" - not cwrect! Mother 
Teresa was bum in Skopje, dtecapitol of 
Macedonia! 

Vlado Zura 
OHRID, MACEDONIA 

Jfi’vi'n J. Kellvy responds: Mother Teresa's 
caseismorecomplwaiedlhan Betsy Ferries 
suggested and Seven Days reported. Both 
of her parents were Albanian, which led 
Mother Teresa to declare: “By blood I am 
AlbanioTL By eitizenshdp, fndain." 

It's true she i«?s bom m 1 910 in what is 
now Macedonia, but today's Alliania, like 
Mat'edama, was a part of the Ottoman 
Empire at the time of Mother Teresa's 
birth. The Albania govemmettl asked in 
2009 that India transfer her remains so 
they could be intera’d alongside those of 
her mother and sister in a cemetery in 
Tirana, Albania’s capital. India refiised. 

SHAKY STATS 

If you are going to mot around in the sta- 
tistics for evidence of racism, you have 
an obligation to be more carefot with 
your facts [Fair Game: “Do You Know 


Why 1 Pulled You Over?" February 22], 
According to thepublished report, white 
drivers were issued a ticket in 41.83 per- 
cent of ail stops, nonwhite drivers SLW 
percent. That's a difference, to be sure, 
but is probably explained by the fact that 
whites get disproponionatety smpped 
for equipment failures, which result in 
more warnings and fewer tickets. At any 
rale, it’s nowhere near die "2V^ times 
more likely to be ticketed" dial you cite. 

You are also playi:^ with the num- 
bers when you count searches of African 
Americans separately but don't give us 
the results of their searches separately. 
They may be getting searched the "rijdit” 
amount. We can't telL 

You also fail to mention dial nonwhites 
are three times more likely than whiles to 
be arrested on an outstanding warrant 
And finally, you leave it up to your read- 
ers to calculate sample size. In one year, 
nonwliites were searc4ied in 2.63 percent 
of their 1761 total slt^s. That's just 46 
people, not African Ama-icans, but all 
minorities, I don't see how you or your 
“expert" Stephanie Seguinocan reach any 
conclusions by further dividing this tiny 
somplesize into even smaller chunks. \bu 
are alreaih' in "rounding error" territory. 
The very most that you can conclude, as 
the state police report did, is that some 
data beor watching. 

Will Workman 
WIUJSTON 


TIM NEWCOMB 





CORRECTIONS 

The name of Vermont Rail System 
presidait David Wulfeon was 
misspelted in last week's story 
“What Would It Take to Dewlop 
Burlington’s Waterfront Rail Yard?" 

Therewasalso an error in the article 
“No Tiff on TIP: Kiss. Community 
Leaders Say It’s a Win-Win for 
Downtown Burlington." Main 
Street Landing has cimiribuied ap- 
proximately S8 million in properQ’ 
taxes and impact and permit fees 
over the past 30 years, not annual^, 
as stated in the article. 

Due to an editing error, a February 
22 blog post about the proposed 
Fair Haven biomass pbnt - that 
was excerpted in that week's print 
issue — suggested “tree limbs" are 
used as fuel, While this is some- 
times the ease, entire trees may also 
beliarwsted to feed tliefire. 


WARY OF USMAN 

Mr. Lisman is a snake-oil salesman [Fair 
Game. "What Is Bnice Lisman Up To?" 
February 2y]. When he was a UVM 
trustee, bespoke to the staff on a couple 
occasions and tried to convince them 
that what diey thought was in their in- 
terest wasn't: and what was in the inter- 
est of him and his big-busiiK>ss buddies 
on the hoard, was. 

Regarding the possibility that he 
mi^t run for office: At a meeting I at- 
tended at UVM maybe 15 years ago. 
Lisman lamented that tlie Sunshme 
Laws were detrimental to carrying out 
policies at a public institulkm. It doesn’t 
surprise me that he is attacking public 
education. When I was a worker at 
UVM and he sat on the board of trust- 
ees. I wasn’t too convinced he cared 
much for the concept then. 

On another very important matter: 
Should Lisman decide to run for public 
office, he was once vice-president of 
the stock division of Bear Steams — the 
first in the current round of big financial 
houses CO bet ocher people's money on a 
Wall Street Ponxi scheme and fail. In Hs 
final days, he insisted dtat people’s invest- 
ments were safe while tlie firm wrigf^ed 
free from its debts. Don't let him have 
control of any more public monies, 

Ron Jacobs 
BLfRUNSTON 


RULOFF RESPONDS 

I was never interviewed by Kevin J. 
Kelley or anyone else for the article on 
the Ward 3 city council race. My views 
and ptKidons go for beyond stating. Co 


= WEEK IN REVIEW = 


paraphrase your “reporting"; “I live in 
a criKk." (Whidi is a statement I never 
mode to you.) You had a reasonably 
good photo of me, but you might have 
said you failed to contact me for the 
article, rather than portraying me as a 
meanin^ess entity surviving in an old 
motor vehicle on the streets. 

Your liberal-radical left bias is show- 
ing. The Dems and die Progs, wide 
their self-san'ing. polidcally correct 
and and-Semitic rant, are "objectively" 
reported as the front-runners. They're 
just brainwashed yuppies with a rant: I 
invited all of them in person to debate 
meon my show. “Radio Free Brooklyn," 
and none showed. None wanted to sub- 
ject their views to any sort of radonal 
analysis. 

Remember, it was the Dems and Progs 
on the council who paid no attendon to 
tile city's deterioradng finances <»verthe 
past six or seven years because they're 
"volunteers." Remember, it was Bob 
Kiss die Progressive wh<i introduced 
total secrecy into the mayor's office and 
an authoritarian form of city govern- 
ment. and who has been allowed to 
skate freeofcriminal charges althou^i 
he Illegally diverted some $17 million m 
city ftmds.And the same people who are 
friends of Kiss and ClaveQe should be 
allowed to stay in office? Sure, because 
of the backmg of propaganda sheets like 
Seven Days, wliich carefully covers up 
all lilieral malfeasance. 

Ron Ruloff 

BURLMGTQN 
Suloffranfor city council as 
an independent in Wards, 

Editor’s response: It's true Xelley didn't 
interview Ruloffi the information about 
his Irving in a truck came from Ruloff’s 
remarks at a candidate forum. KeRey's 
original story also included other re- 
marks by Ruloff a self-described “sur- 
viwilist," I'nt'/ud/ftg. "The crash is coming; 
people." Those remarks ivere edited out 
of the final story. 

FEEDBACK » RIS 

SAY SOMETHING! 

Seven Days wants to publish 

Yeur feedback must. 

. hBZSOwordsorfewer; 

• respond to Seven Days content: 

■ include your full name, town and 
a daytime phone number. 

Seven Days reserves the right to edn 

for accuracy arxl length. 

Your submissionoptlons Include: 

• sevendaysvLcom/feedback 

■ reedoackesevendaysvtcom 

■ Seven Days, RO. Box 1164. 
Burlington. VT 0S40M164 


The Good 

Life just got 

CHEAPER! 

Treat 

yourself: 

• Over 1500 wines 
and champagnes 

• Over 150 local 
and international 
cheeses 

• ^e^Illout dehcacies 
& chocolates 

• Discount gourmet 
foods 

• Gift Baskets for 
all occasions 

• Lots of free 
samples everyday 


9ARTISANS HAND 

I ContemporaryVermontCrafts 



Warm Your Home 

with Contemporary Crafts 


Hartal UpQuIltbflontillts^ 


89 Main at City Center, Montpelier 
ait6anshand.com - online registry & gifts 
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Win »r |9se, C'(n»n dawn 

Sefor-m'iityttPar 

MT WRIGHT 

^ -f he IndoMii-feble S«ul Band 



Mo SQUARE 

* Horrv Bonnyl 

W603/7 VOROA 7PMfDJCREB)0PM 
THJ3« OID SOUL 7PM 

DJA-DOC lOPM/DJOtEBlOPM 
FRI31} DANBIAKESIEE SPM 

KATWRMHTIIHEINDOMHABIE 
SOUL BAND BPM 


DJCRAMMiTCHElLHPM 
SAT3/I0 SIR low MHO THE GV 5PM 
DJ STEPHEN WUACE 5PM 
THEFOlKAOEtICS BPM 
CRAB MIKHBl KM I OJ MIXU IPM 
MON3J)2 INOUSIRYNMHTWITHROBBIEl. 
TUE3/)3 SUPER KtPMrOABMTCHaiim 


(K ChiyOiSt 

redsciyarevfx»>»} 





el 

caii33 



Vermont 

C»l* 

Black^^ River 

•1 DREAMING TR££ WW 

-.=rysS§SS«^'- 

creamery 


WOLAYEKS 



contents 


LOOKING FORWARD ' 


MARCH 07-14, aOlZ V0L.17N0.21 


^tAl 






Buying afxJsetUnnare steady in ttermanlaccordingtoarecent report from Codwell Banker 
Hickok&Boardmarr. In fact, real estate sales vslumerose? percent last yearn Chittenden. 
Franklin. Grand Isle and Addison counties. Even economists should give a wary thumbs-up 
to that news. In this week^issue.we’re interested in just what people are siting. Or buying 
Or developing. The ansvrers range from an entire city block inODWNTOWNBUFa.lNGTDN to 
RESTAURANTSarourrd the state to STORAGE UNITS filled wnh ... whatever. We also ponder the future 
of Burlington's behemoth MEMOfBAL AUDITORIUM visrt some mobile-home QwrERSwho’veformed 
CQ-opsto buy their parks and profile one of PomedeaifsBUSSST realtors As for what Ups tl 
es no one has improved on location, location, location. 
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Stuok in Vermont: A Cash Mob in 
Waterbury. "Cashmobs" are the opposite oS 
“daily deals.* Cxistomeis show up and pay full 
price . Eva Soli be rger films Vermont 's fimt, at 



JESSICA RAE GORDON COVER 01 




THE STYLES 
YOB LOVE AT 

50-60% 

OFF 


dear,^lucy. 

38 ChuTcb Street 

862.5126 

dearlucy^com 


Mon-Sat lOan-Spm 
Sun llan’6pm 



Burlington for Lease 
F^othouse otlce suite a^^ilaote loi lease! 5.460 
SF office area wtfi 1 ,000 Sf wesl lacing veranda - 
F^norarnic v»is of Late Chaiaplan&Adrondad^ 
Mountains! 1 1 onvie offices, conference room, kitijien 
and IT room Newfitness roomwittiadjacentOath/ 
shower Free anxJie parking 



Essex ter Lease 

Great oppoitmty for stand-alone presence at Essex 
town center. Professional office space with a desgn tial 
flows well. Conssls of multob prwie offices, kitchenette 
receptonaiea, bull pen area, slorage and more. P^ing 
included. Willm walkng dstance of restaurants, shoppng 
& services, easy access from rottte289and 15. 



Burlington for Lease 
Agreetoppoitunly to relocate your Pusness with 
state ot-the art features and custom li ups avai^ble. 
Approximately 50,000 -r/- left fa lease a The 
InrKMticn Cettter of Vermont on LAesicte Avenue. 
On-site cal6. wetness center and ampte tree parking. 
Beautiful buMng, Great location' 



South Burlington Fa Lease 
Ihs Gonveneni bcaion s easy to find, nas great curb 
acpea], ecefertt signage and offers a wide open retail 
ftoa plan wth some office and back wBtetrousafdelivery 
space High ceiin^and large frontwindowsf Kids town 
has beentrere fix 22 yearsand Is ctsrng - VbJ lime s 
now to take advenlage cl ths great site! Up to 1 6,000 SF. 
50 on-site perkng spaces Aval^ble ImmedBtely. 



Shelburne For Sale a Lease 
Stand-alone buidmgwith2levefe Perfect for diowroom 
space wndows allow for ample natural fi^it. HItfi 
vsibillly and h^i Iralllc location on Shetbume Road. 
Could also be an office building. 9,000 -r/- SF on 1 ,03 
+ /■ Aaes. AvalcDle Immedetely. 



(eSures. Araibbte Sarfl 2012. 



St. Johnsbury RprSate 
2 buiOngs - 5,800 SF & 10.200SF on 2,5 /fores 
FrontbuMngwasconstructadn 1965 and expended 
m 1988 Irrdudes 150' Routes 'cedlrcntage and new 
roof in 2011 Rear ouilding was consinjcled in 2002 
and expanded n 2005. Several at grade overhead 
doois, ample parking and located next to the Gr^n 
Mountain Mai GreS investor a owner/user opportunity 


Lyndonville For Sale 
New, hgh end office sixice! BuHdng bull m 2007. 
8,000 SF on 4.7 acres. Sorra ol the many great 
tenures mdude 65 parking spaces, In^ effciency 
Ighting, secutly system, wired forhi^r ledn computer 
capability. 400 amp service, townwder& sewer. 
Permitted to add 4,000 +/- SF. 



Rutland Fa Lease 

fcxcelent Rutland localion, intersection cl RcUe 4 & 7. 

1 .920 SF (32 X 6C^ ol retail space wlh excellent visIPIIity 
and road frontage Mononent signage Landordfit-up 
avaiPDIe for quailed tenant. 


POMERLEAU 
Real E s t m e I 


Commercial Brokerage I Development i Property Management 
69 College Street, Burlington, 802.863.8210, VermontRealEstate.com 
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SATURDAY 10 

Hail to the King 

-I r4..ri>rilisam3nofiTBnynitKnames. 

newBrassinSW^eofiSaturday. 


SATURDAY 10 

Spice Worid 

March corr«s in like a li 
goes out file a lamb — arxJ. 
though the usu al weather idicms do ht 
seem to ^ply this winter, we can still f gh 
theon-agaiaoff-again chill with chili. 
More than 50 restaurants and caterers 
dish It out at the fourth annua) Vermont 
Chill Festival in Middlebury, a sidewalk 
parry with live music and street perfor- 
mances. Get It while It’s hot 
SEE CAUWAR USTINCON PACE 48 


SUNDAY n /"pN 

Dragon Heart 

warp-speed time line of China’s acrobatic 
history: The traditions onst^e got their 
start 25 centuries ago. back m the Warring 
State Period. But we’d understand if the 
Impressive roots of this ancient art come 
secondary to emphatic 'oohs' and 'ahhs* 
as the troupe does its crazy balancing act 
at the Flynn. 

SEECAIENDARUSTINCON PACE SO 


FRIDAY g 

Groundhog Day 

It's baaacid After a six-veai 


SATURDAY lU 

Happily Ever 
Apres 



FAIR GAME open season on Vermont politics bvandybromabe 


I 



WHATS THE SECRET 


Burlington 
802.6S8.6S6S 
So. Burlington 
802.863.2273 


Essex Junction 
B02.676.4S54 


to ntioRor, 
flillofiiairV 


Spring Break 


NEW BOTANICAL 
THERAPY TREATMENT 
FOR THINNING HAIR 



United” We Stand 


I t was after 11 p.m. oa Moaday ni^t 
when the Hinesburg mwn meeting 
finnlly got around to the issue of 
nmending the U.S. Constitutiun. 
From the back of the auditorium at 
Champlain \hlley Union High School, 
an eUerh man in ablue fleece turtloieck 
and Coke-bottle glasses smod up and 
implored his neighbors to support a res- 
oiutiun declaring that corporations are 
nut people, and calling on Congress to 
amend the constitution to undo Citizens 
United V. Federal £(ection Commission. 
That's the 2010 US, Supreme Court 
ruling that birthed super PACs and gave 
corporations the same First Amendment 
rights as flesh -and -blood individuals. 

The speaker was KARLNOVAK.a retired 
Navy veteran whose career included 
stints as a banker and organic farmer. He 
said corptn-aiions are using that ruling 
to do "whatever diey damn well please,” 
and that a conslituduna) amendment to 
repeal the ruling is the ordy acceptable 
fix. U.S. Sen. bernie sanders (1-VT) has 
introduced just such an amendment 
in the Senate, and U.S. Rep. peter welch 
(D-VT) b backing a companion version 
in tile House. 

"Legislation ends up in the Supreme 
Court, and they blot it out,” Novak told 
the packed auditorium. “I don’t see that 
we can continue in that kind of mode in 
the future." 

From the front tow, however, local 
attorney ellen fall on offered a warning. 

"This constitutional amendment 
would not solve the problem this resolu- 
tion purports to solve. It would not solve 
the problem of big money- in politics,” 
she said, noting that it's not just corpora- 
tions but bilikinaire-hncked super PACs 
that are flooding campaigns with cash. 

Fallon proposed suhstitue language 
supporting restrictions on any source, 
and not just corporation^ that pours 
"substantial amounts of money" into 
campaigns. But her neighbors shot 
Fallon down. Minutes later, die town 
meeting overwhelminffly approved die 
original anti-corporate-personhood 
resolution by voice vote. 

As citizens filed out into the 
chilly night air, state Rep. Biu uppert 
(.D-Hineiburg) was packing up a card- 
board box and shaking his bead about 
what he called an "ill-formed" attanpt 
to halt the tibscene amounts of money 
distorting the political process." 

"It’s far more complii-ated dian it 
appears on the surface,” Lippert said of 


the bsue, noting the amendment would 
restrain nonprofit corporations, not just 
for-profit ones. "You start sorting it out. 
it's not as neat and clean as people would 

Hinesburg was one of 52 Vermont 
towns debating corporate person- 
hood alongside dump-truck purchases 
and sewer-system upgrades on Town 
Meeting Day this year, ArecL-ntCasdetun 
State College pull found broad support 
for action diat would “allow the govern- 
ment to put limits on the amounts that 
wealthy individuab and interest groups 
couki spend on political campaigns.” A 
majority of Dennxirats. Republicans and 
independents surveyed told CasdeCon 
pulbters they favored the idea "some- 
what” or "strongly." 

THIS CONSTITUTIONAL 
AMENDMENT WOULD 
NOT SOLVE THE PRODLEM 

THIS RESOLUTION 
PURPORTS TO SOLVE. 

ELLEN FALLON 

As of press lime. 20 towns had gone 
on record io support of a consdtutional 
amendment overturning Citizens. 
Jericho voted in favor 113 to 28. Of the 
150 people at Thetford's town meeting, 
only thiw opposed it. Woodstock's vote 
was closer; 51 to 21 in favor. 

Undoing Citizens United, it would 
seem, unites Vermonters of many 
stripes. In fact, the state is at the 
center of a growing national grassroots 
movement to roll back the decision. 
High-profile backers include Ben & 
Jerry's cufuunders ben coheh and jerry 

CREENFIELO. 

But as the Hinesburg vote shows, 
there's a lingering disagreement about 
how best to do it. 

Fallon and others bdieve a consd- 
tutional amendment b a long shot and 
not necessary to overcome die decision. 
"That can be addressed througli legisla- 
tion,” Fallon told the Hinesburg assem- 
bly. Bu schubart, a Hinesburg resident 
and Vermont Public Radio commenta- 
tor. agreed that while “the problem is 
very real" broadening the resolution to 


cover all big money “would be making a 
much stronger statement.” 

Critics have pointed out that, as writ- 
ten, Sanders' constitutional amendment 
would only cover corporations and not 
labor unions or other trade groups that 
dump millions into campaigns — a loop- 
hole the senator has pledged to rectify. 

In the state legislature. Sen, ghnv 
LYONS (D-ChittendL-n) and 10 cosponsors 
Iiave proposed a joint resuiution uiging 
Congress to amend die constitution to 
say that corporations are not people. 
The Smate Committee on Government 
Operations is set to take up the resolu- 
tion next week, and at least one witness 
lias warned that, os written, the resolu- 
tion could have “catastrophic" unin- 
tended consequences. 

BENSON SCOTCH. 3 Vermont lawyer 
who served os chief staff attorney to the 
Vermont Supreme Court and was execu- 
tive director of the Vermont ACLU. told 
the committee last month diat "money 
b nut speech" makes a fine motto but 
could cause trouble if it's enshrined in a 
resolution. 

To illustrate. Scotch offered a hypo- 
tiieticol; Imagine diat a town, tired of 
Occupy protests and mounting police 
costs, passes an ordinance against rowdy 
meetings or promoting rowdy meetings. 
A political organization solicits dela- 
tions to buy celevbiun airtime opposing 
the ordinance. When die town goes to 
court to stop the fundrabing, the organi- 
zation raises its First Amoidment rifflit 
to free speech andassembly. 

"The court under this amendment 
mi^t dismiss the complaint because 
money is not speech,” Scotch testified, 
“and tiiereforc no speech rights have 
been violated." 

Lyons says she’s suggested modifica- 
tions to her resolution and is hopeful 
die Gov Ops committee will incorporate 

"We are not writing the omendmenL" 
slie notes. "We are writing a resolu- 
tion urging Congress to please send 
an amendment for ratification. There 
are greater constitutional minds than 
Ntrmont's senators at work." 

And the Winner Is... 

Tuesday's press deadline preveits the 
print va-sionofSevenDi^ from publbh- 
ing results from die Burlington m^ris 
race - or any election around the state, 
for that matter. But for fiilt online covw- 
age, visit our Town Meeting Day poge at 
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biUy/tnid2012. By the dme the paper 
hits the streets, Republican kurt wright. 
Democrat miro weinberizr and inde- 
pendent WANDA HMES will he celehratiDg 
victory or licking their wounds. In lieu 
of actual results, we offer tills look back 
at Seven Lessons Learned From the 2012 
Mayor's Race - the most expensive, most 
debated, most epc in Queen City history. 

1. It ain't over til ft's over. Many 
pet^le went home after voting in the 
third round of the four- 
way Democratic caucus in 
Nm-embw. When tim a»4E 
and Weinberger finished tied 
at 540 votes apiece, \oters 
rushed back to Memorial Auditorium - 
only to learn the tk'breaker would take 
place in a month. Next time, don't leave 
until a winner is crowned. Sure, you 
mi^t miss "Desperate Housewives,” 
but that's whatTiVois for. 

2. Twenty debates are t(x) many. 'When 
candidates spend every niglit at sparsely 
attended forums, it takes time away 
from the important work they should 
be doing: dialingfor dollars! In 2015, the 
candidates Itave to insist on limiting die 
number of debates a> 10 or IS - if only 
fur the sake of the reporters covering 
and moderating them. 

3. When a candidate repeatedly mis- 
states the name of her opponent, 
it's a red flag, hwes twice referred to 
WEMKRGER Bs "Mario” at her campaign 
kickoff It turned out to be one of many 
details that slipped her attendon. 
Personally, I'm more concerned with 
a mayor's ability in manage a dly than 
to pronounce a name correctly. But if 
you’re gonna botch a name, at least get 
dieetlinicity right! 

4. A candidate shouldn’t offer his tippo- 
nent a job in his administration before 
he wins — and the opponent shouldn’t 
accept one. wrrjht raised eyebrows 
wlicn hesaid he would offer Hines a key 
rule in his administration. And Hines 
made it worse when she said she'd prob- 
ably take iL For the sake of appearances, 
at least pretend that no deals have been 
cut and you're running to win. 

5. Candidates shouldn't gi after their 
opponents for taking ou t-of -state money 
if they've cashed checks from Pfizer, 
Entetgj' and Anheuser-Busch in past 
campaigns. The Wright camp criticized 
Weinberger ftir jetting to Washington. 
DC, for a Sen. ratibck LEAHV-hosted 


fundraiser, then had to awkwardly 
explain why Wri^t took out-of-state 
dough in his 2010 race for the Vermont 
Legislature. In regular life, they call that 
hypocrisy. In politics, they have another 
name for it: business as usual. 

6. If a candidate is going to have a float 
in the Manli Gras parade, he or she 
should put some energy into it Wrijdit 
and Weinberger both rode atop floats in 
last weekend's big bash, but there was 

little "creative economy" 
on display. Most observers 
were probably left wonder- 
ing, HTioditPWhHi the bald 
mayor peter clavelle was in 
office, his float handed out plastic combs. 
Now, (fiat’s funny. And memomble. 

7. If a candidate is going to set the 
record for campaign expenditures in a 
Burlington mayor’s race — as Weinbeiger 
did with his $l00.000-plus cash outlay 

- he’d better win. If lie doesn't, he ends 
uplookinglike theRKHTARRANTofQutren 
City politics. And we know how success- 
ful Jits political career turned out lobe. 

Zinger of the Week 

Green Mountain Daily blogger jvwait 
has cxiined a clever new tide for ubiq- 
uitous political Lonimentator erc oavis 

- aside fixim the stuffy-sounding “pro- 
fessor eme'itus of political science at 
Middlebury College." 

"Pundit Laureate." 

Explains jvwait "We've got Poets 
Laureate. They provide a highbrow 
sheen to the mundane events of public 
life, a little academic fairy-dust to the 
gray landscape. Pundits do much the 
same. From waltbi uppmann id david 
brdder to the [National Public Radio] 
tag team of ej.dionhe and davo brooks. 
they turn the messy business of politics 
into a Platonian dialogue, and festoon 
conventional wisdom with the baubles 
ofpuiative knowledge," 

So tfxiCs what it is. Of course, 
Davis will hove to duke it out witli 
arch-rivnl carrison nelson of die 
University of Vermont for the honor. 
Keep it clean, boys! @ 

a Listen to Andy Tuesday mornings at 
9:40 a.m. on WVMT 620 AM. 


I Follow Andy on TWiCter: 
twater.com/Andy Bromage. 



in Send Andy an otd-fasnHoned email: 
Inandyd'sei'enoaysvt com. 
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Madam Mayor: 

Vermont’s Only Female Mayor 
Has Big Plans for St. Albans 


i 


Y OU couki say Liz Gamache 
win be the first female mayor 
of St. Albans City after she 
wins an uncontested race this 
week. But tube accurate, Gamache had a 
predeces.sor. 

In IDSU, Janet Smith, a Republican 
alderwoman, became die first female 
chief executive in the Rail City’s 153- 
year history. Smith was also the first 
female mayor m Vermont, which did not 
let women vote until 1917, 

Six days after the swearing in, Iww- 
ever. Smith was shot and killed by her 
family's 61-year-old gardener, Thuno 
Jurva, at her Congress Street estate. She 
had just fired him. 

Some speculated that Jurva was a 
Jilted lover. Others blamed the killing 
on his unmedkrated diabetes. Whatever 
die case, Jurva was ultimately tried, con- 
victed and sent to prison. 

Gamache, 4S. a Democrat, is confi- 
dent her term in office will be quite dif- 
ferent. Why? 

"We’re not getdng a gardener," she 
says while enjoying a mug of lemon tea 
at the Bishop Street home she shares 
with her husband, Ted, an IBM em- 
ployee, and children: Gabrielle, 13, and 
Robert, 10. 

Of die eight Vermont cides that elect 
mayors — Barre, Burlington, Montpelier. 
Newport, Rudand, St. Albans, Vegennes, 
and Winooski — only one currently has a 
female leader, Montpelier Majsir Mary 
Hooper did not seek reeiection after 
serving the cHy since 2004. Burlington 
mayoral hopeful Wanda Hines was ex- 
pected to finish third in the Queen City. 

"It will be an honor to be one of 
Vermont's mayors," says Gamache, who 
has worked for four years as corporate 
services manager for the Vermont 
Electric Cooperadve. "I hope more 
women will be encouraged tn get in- 
volved in kical leadership and politics." 

On one hand, Gamache shru^ off the 
historic significance of her place among 
women at St. Albans City Hall wliere 
only two women Gamache and Mary 
Garceau — have occupied the city man- 
agerk office. 

"I tike to think people have me in- 
volved because of my approach, experi- 
ence and abilities." Gamache says, "not 
because I'm a woman." 



On the odter hand, Gamaclu.' says 
she hopes to "break down harriers and 
stereotypes that prevent people fixim 
getting mwe involved in the commu- 
nity." In other words, she knows she's a 
symbol. 

She says. "In St. Albans. I hope to 
show chat anyone can get involved. 
Creating more diversity that more accu- 
rately reflects the makeup of Sl Albans 
is important. Nothing makes me happier 
dian to see someone move beyond the 
boundariesofUieir comfort 
zone and try something 


With short salt-and- 
pepper hair, wire-rimmed 
specs and an engaging 
smile, Gamache wields authority with a 
friendly, believable, crust-me voice. Her 
supporters call lier smart, articulate and 
primarily concerned with mobilizing St. 
Albans around forward-chinking ideas. 
If she has detractors, they’re hard to 
find. 

"I am an optimist," Gamache says. 
"I see the possibilities, and if 1 have die 
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choice to see the gloss as half empty or 
half full 1 see no reason to sec it other 
chan anything hut half full. But I’m a 
realist at the same time. I understand 
that all sorts of realities play into my 
optimism.” 

Gamache anntiunced last summer — 
eariy for a Vermont mayoral campaign 
- that she hoped to succeed St. Albans 
Mayor Marty Manahan, a Democrat 
who publicly endorsed Republican 
Brian Dubiein the 2010 governor's race. 

She had already conferred 
with Manahan, who did 
not seek reeiection after sfat 
years in office. 

“I was ecstatic,” says 
Mike McCarthy, 28, co- 
owner of die Cosmic Bakery & Cafe 
on St Albans City's Main Street. "Liz 
seemed to be the right fit." 

Gamache mounted a serious cam- 
paign. She spent neariy S3400 of her 
own money onIawns^s,au'ebsiCe, and 
a ^ossy, tri-foldbn)chure complete with 
photos and quotations. She also held 
an official kickoff party in January that 


featured speeches, food and a bipartisan 
crowd of 80 citizens, businesspeople 
and past St. Albans mayors. 

No (me else came forward to chal- 
lenge Gamache for the job, which paid 
$10 0 month until the recession hit 
now it's volunteer. In die end, she ran 
unopposed. 

“When Liz announced, she sucked up 
all the oxygen,” McCarthy recalls. "She 
got so much support from ail corners of 
the city, no one wanted to come out a 
bkiody mess against her." 

Bom in Bin^amton, N.Y,, Gamache 
spent part of her childhood in California 
before her family settled in BurlingKin, 
where she graduated from Burlington 
Hi^ School in 1980. 

At the University of Vermont, she 
considered a career as a journalist 

- and spent a year studying in Germany 

— before graduating in 1984 with a 
degree in business administration. From 
the mid-'80s to mid-’90s, Gamache 
owned and operated the Chureh Street 
Cow Cart, a popular cow-themed souve- 
nir kiosk. And, yes, she dressed (he part 
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“Thai's right," she says. "I was The 
Cow Lady.'" 

Tired of retail. Gamache went Co 
IBM, where her father. Bob Neudecker, 
worked in public rdations. She stayed 
there until she landed a position with 
the Franklin-Grand Isle United Way, m 
2003. She quickly became a key Egure 
in SL Albans, where she had moved in 
2001 . 

"I'm not starting on Day One with 
this community,” Gamache says during 
an interview last week, as her golden re- 
triever. Cleo, snores near her feet under 
the dining table. 

"I've been involved 
in community 
projects for years. 

This is a continua- 
tion for me." 

As she assumed 
a leadership role 
in SL Albans City's 
creative economic 
efforts in the mid- 
2000s. Gamache 
also became the 
inaugural direc- 
tor of die city's 
community justice 
center, a grant- 
funded program 
diat aims to tackk- 
youth and offender 
reentry issues. 

Gamache’s first city job led toothers. 
She served as assistant city manager 
under Garceau. then became interim 
city manager in 2007. Gamache is will- 
ing to sliare credit with Garceau and 
city staff for stabilizing city finances and 
making municipal fiscal processes more 
cranspartmL 

•TVe were at a point whe-e we bad 
to face certain issues and address them, 
and we had to do dial openly to the 
community," Gamache says. 

Current St. Albans City Manager 
Domink' Cloud first encountered 
Gamache in 2006, when he directed the 
Vermont League of Cities and Towns' 
Municipal Assistance Center. "Our 
working rdolionship was cordial, col- 
laborative and trusting" he soys, noting 
that he is looking fiirward to working 
with Gamache again. "Liz is vey wdl po- 
ationedfor the challenges this city faces." 

Among diem is an ongoing and ar- 
guably progressKe batik? against drug 
activity - Gamache campaigned on 
making city neighborhoods safer — and 
evaluating the woric of a lO-ptfson 
panel charged with studying whether 
St. Albans City should merge with 
nei>dib(iruig St. Albans Ttnvn, a conten- 
tious, decades-old issue. 


Also, Gamache says, Walmart b now 
a reality for the city - construction on 
tlie controversial St. Albans Town store 
starts this year — and she sees it as an 
opportunity to bring more people to the 
region, particularly to downtown St. 
Albans, 

Late last year. St. Albans City nahbed 
a S2 million federal transportation 
grant to improve sidewalks, lighting 
and landscaping as part of a years- loi^; 
downtown revitalization effort. 

McCarthy thinks it's appropriate 
dial the chair of the St. Albans City 
Downtown 
Board, of wliicli 
he is an active 
member, is 
also the new 
mayor. He says 
Gamache ush- 
ered a diverse 
group of down- 
town stakehold- 
dirou^ 
multiphase 
downtown revi- 
talization plan 
tliat should pro- 
duce tangible 
results this year. 

people talk 
abou t find ing 

middle ground 
and consensus, because diey think it 
win help them politically," he says. “I 
watched Liz do it. That's refreshing" 

McCarthy, who chairs the Franklin 
County Democratk' Committee, in- 
vited Gamache to speak at a fundraiser 
he hosted last fall. He says she made a 
strong impression among Denocrats 
who had not yet met her. She received 
encouragement - but no official en- 
dorsements - from Democratic heavy 
hitters such as Gov. Peter Shumlin, 
Secretary of Administratkin Jeb 
Spaulding and former governor and U.S. 
ambassador Madeleine Kunin. 

"When someone has the popularity 
that Liz has, pctqile in political circles 
start to look at lier statewide as some- 
one witli a giK>J future - the proverbial 
rising star," McCarthy says. “But with 
afi the talk, I've never heard Liz discuss 
hi^er office. She's someone that has 
never seen herself as a politician, but 
she seems to have taken Co the role." 

Gamache isn't getting ahead of 
herself 

"I’ve had people comment and sug- 
gest that this could be the start of some- 
thing bigger," she says. "But, for me. the 
focus is kical. It's about St. Albans City 
riglitnow."® 



-NOTBEGAUSE 

I'MAWOMAN. 


ST. ALBANS MAYOR-ELECT. 
LIZ GAMACHE 


I A i i A N 


Vermonl’s 








L0CALma^^ers 


Will Burlington’s Next Mayor 
Spare Memorial Auditorium? 


U rinal connoisseurs will lell you 
that (wo of Burlington's best 
aa‘ to be found in the down- 
stairs men’s room of Memorial 
Auditorium. The imposing porcelain 
beauties date from MemAud's opening 
85 years ago. 

It may take agimlet eye to appreciate 
someof the louche features of ahuildlng 
tliat its former overseer, BuHington City 
Arts director Doreen Kraft, describes as 
"an old, gray battleship." In fact, some 
observers view Memorial Auditorium 
as decrepit, depressing and dangerous. 
And, regardless of how it’s appraised 
aesclK-tically, the new mayor is going to 
have to decide wlKtlter to tear it down 
and build a new civic arena in its place 
- a reladvdy hassle-free option since 
MemAud isn't on the historic register 
- or spend at least $4 miDion just to 
maintain the building at its current 
"funky but functional" level, 

TiuK’s how Andy Snyder, assistant 
manager of the street-level clay studio 
in that building, views the three-story 
structure, which he considers “a great 
gift." Snyder is one of half a dozen fans 
of MemAud who were spinning and 
shaping pots in the sunlit studio last 
Saturday. "This is an excdlent space for 
us," Snyder declares. 

Upstairs, hundreds of shippers 
seemed happy to be there, as well. 
They were browsing and buying root 
vegetables, preserves, cheese, pasta, meat 
and craft items from 58 vendors who 
had set up stands for the semimonthly 
winia' farmas market "It’s perfect for 
us," market managa Chris Wagner says 
of the gym. whae an avaage of isoo 
^ locals come to sdiop and socialize on 13 
>-< Saturdays between early November and 
3; late April. "We’re happy here." 

< Burlington teens like MemAud, too 
^ They come to ^tows as wtdl as to afta 
IX school programs and music and dance 
camps that take place in 242 Main, the 
downstairs pafomiance space that 
director Richard Bailey describes as "die 
* longest-running all-ages dub in the United 
§ Siates,”Bailey.43.sayshefirstcameto242 
S Main os a student in 1985, the year that 
S dien-MayurBernie .Sanders inaugurated it 
as a mueh-needed teen eenter, 

In MemAud's tliird-floor loft, the 
!2 Jeh Kulu dance and drum troupe gives 
“ lessons in the arts and culture of West 
S Africa. A downstairs annex adjacent 
^ to the BCA-run pottery and printing 
studios is also available for smallen scale 
performances. 

g As a member of MemAud's broad 
^ constituency, Bailey wants to see the 
s building upgraded, not gutted. “It'd 
^ be nice to have sane ventilation in the 
9 summer," he says. “But please don't strip 


aw^ the personality and the memories. 
Memurial's an incredible backdrop to 
Burlington's history," 

Built in 1927 by local architect Frank 
Austin, the nondescriptbrick hulk at the 
come- of Main and South Union streets is 
dedicated to the memory of Burlington's 
war dead. Writing in the Bur/ingTon 
Free Press in 1928, Mayor C.H. Beecher 


extolled the new 20 /) 00 -square-foot 
civic space, which occommodaa-s 2500 
spectators. "Burlington now claims the 
largest and best equipped auditorium 
in New England north of Springfield, 
Mass., and is making a successful bid as 
the leading convention city of northern 
New England," Beecher declared. 

That was then. Thousands of 


Burlingtonians fondly recall seeing stars 
such as Boh Marley. King, Bub Dylan 
and Leontyne Price perform at MemAud 
in tile '60s, '70s and ’80s. Some of them 
have gone on to have kids who have 
more recently attended dubstep raves 
featuring Nero andSkrillex, 

Tbday, the auditorium books about 
30 large-scale events per year, says Alan 
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Campbell, who has managed the faeilit)- 
since 199S. That includes "ring sports” 
suchos wrestlingand mixed martial arts. 
Some coiKcrt acts that wixi Id uiiee have 
played MemAud now prefer die hipper 


auditorium would relate to whatever 
else might be built on the so-called 
“Super Block' that now houses the main 
Ere stadun and the municipal library 
as well as a seedy former motel and, 


venue of Higher Ground or, if their perhaps most inefficiently, a 42-space 


le big enoufdi. die spruced-up 
Flynn Center ftir the Performing Arts 
two bfockswest. 

“A lot of shows did very pourfy at 
Memorial in the past 10 years,” says 
Kraft, whose arts organization mani^ed 
theauditorium until 2005. "That’s partly 
because people imagine it being a bad 
venue for certain performances. There 
hasn't been significant investment made 
in it fora long dmc." In terms of energy 
e alone, MemAud functions as ' 


parking lot. The recent planBTV urban 
design charrette suggested general 
citizen approval for a sizable mixed-use 
building on the corner of Main Street 
and South Winooski Avenue. Such 
a structure would have t<i include a 
parking garage, in part to accommodate 
drivers who come to shows at MemAud 
or its replacement 

MemAud enjoys on advantage over 
the Flynn in having a flat floor with no 
permanent seats, CampheD points c 


tremendous leech,” Kraft says. The Thatenables the auditorium to host nc 


annual naturol-gas bill — fur heat 
$40fl00. Electricity runs S.’lO.OOO a year. 

Campbell, who now runs MemAud 
under the auspices of Burlingt< 
Parks and Recreation 
Department, agrees 
that the city is only 
“pecking away” at the 
cosmetic flaws and 
structural problems 
that cause MemAud 

as a third-rate space. 

“Over time," Campbell 
concedes, “deferred 
maintenance dues 
affect the experieiKrc 
of people who go to 
Memorial." 

Soon, notes Community and 
Ecorwmic Development Office director 
Larry Kupferman. woriters will resume 
repairs on exterior bricks dint have been 
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only boxing and wrestling matchts but 
also circus acts cm First Night. On diose 
occasions, Campbell says, "There's not a 
the house." 

Noting that 

Memorial occupies 
a niche between 
the Flynn, which 
seats 14(>0, and 
die University of 
Vermont's Patrick 
Gym, which bolds 
3335, Campbdl asserts, 
“It’d be craig’ to tear 
it down." And ewn if 
LfVM or another cndty 
ec'entually builds a 
long-contemplated 
8000 -seat arena 
Chittenden County. 
MemAud's existence will still be easy to 
jusdfy, Campbell suggests. "Mariietsneed 
variety of performance spaces,” he says. 


somewhere 


"loosening." The city is also completing And he flicks aside die issue of parking 
construcdon of a ramp that will give by poindng out that die Flyrm thrives 


wbeek'hair users smooth access 1 
auditorium's mainentrance. 

But the roughly S200,()00-a-year 


operaduns budget fur MemAud doesn't bad ns i 


though it, toa lacks a reserved set of 
spaces for private vtdiicles. 

Memorial’s acoustics i 


allow for the repairs needed to bring the 
building "up to code," Campbell sms. 
'That’s got to be done, no matter whaL” 


t suppose, adds Snyder, 


tlie clay studio assistant manager who 
remembers takii^ in a double bill of 
Graham Nash and Joan Armatrading 


Long-deferred m^ntetiance work sometime in the 'SOs. "Nash's sound w 


has pushed the costs of “just a hasic 
fix-up" to nn estimated S4 mlUiun, by 
Campbell’s calculation. 

Kraft puts the price tag for thorough 
modernization of the building or 
construction of a new facility at $10-15 
million. She acknowledges diat the city 
doesn't liave anything approaching that 


horrible because lie didn't know bow 
to work the space acoustically,” Snyder 
says. "Armatrading sounded great 
because she knew what to do with the 
soundboard in a ^celike this one." 

Surveying the bustling scene at the 
farmers market. Celeste Gouala, an 
immigrant from die Republic of die 


she suggests, is throu{di a public-private 
partneiship that acts on decisiuns 
that emanate from community-wide 
deliberations. 

Eventually, Burlingtonians will also 
hare to decide how a new or renovated 


sum, so die most practical way forward. Congo working at llu Samtisaman stall. 


ieemed to sum up the considerations 
that will determine MemAud's fate. "It's 
nut so beaudfol as it should he,” Gouala 
observed. “But there’s a cost to make 
something attractive. Are we willing to 
pay that cost?"® 





BUY WHERE IT’S BUILT. 

Bring t/iis ad in and enter to win a . . . 

$500 

VFD GIFT CERTIFICATE 


in (he Hishland Industrial Park 

4 Tigan St. ~ Winooski — 802'655'6568 V'VypQi 
HOURS; Mon-Sat 10-4 

vermontfurnituredesigns.com 
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Join US Downstairs every Tuesday 

Specials .n 

Burlington’S Best Selection of 
bDurbons andWbiskeys 

View the full menu @ DasBierhausVT.com 
Friend us on facebook for daily specials and more! 
802 . 881.0600 


Thanks! 


Special thanks from Seven Days to everyone 
who made our Social Club come to life; 

Magic Hat Brewing Company, Rice Lumber, Tony the Driver. 
Red Square, Creative Habitat, Advance Music, 

Essex Equipment. Krystal Woodward, Monica Sullivan, 
Maggie Hazard, and Big Wheel Novelties of New Orleans. 


Congrats to all the float makers for their creativity 
and dedication. The festivities raised $22,000 
(and counting) for H.O.P.E. Works. 


Best Float 2012 Winners 

1st Place: Gardener's Supply 
2nd Place; Price Chopper 


Condominiums for Sale, Prices start at S19S,000 

Imagine liTing Rooms to live in. Dining Rooms to dine in, Kitchens 
for Creating.. Shops, Services & Restaurants all nearhy 

OPEN HOUSE Thurs - Sunday 1 2-4 

We'd love to show jou the neighborhood.. 

Condominiom Sales & Commercial Leasing 

Visit: 104 Severance Green, Colchester, VT 

Tel; 802-872-0019 Coroe hj today! 
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HOW DO YOU SAY...? 

Regarding Dan Bolles' foray into 
the Vermont "accent" ["Say What? 
Examining die origins and uncertain 
future of die Vermont accent," Februari’ 
IS], I would like to point out diat there 
is a difference between an "acceit” and 
a speech impediment, or lack of proper 
speech deveioproent. Many youngsters 
exhibit the glottal stop Bolles described, 
even lliough their parents and teachers 
do nut speak that way; must outgrow it. 
To my ear, the glottal stop, and a signifi- 
cant amount of the finnting and raising, 
is simply a iackof proper training — not 


BoUe.s would opporendy have us 
believe diat while New Hampshire and 
Maine have their "provindaliy charm- 
ing drawls," “Vermontese" is punctu- 
ated with a variety of ignorant-sounding 
extra vowels and missing consonants. I 
most enthusiasdcally disagree. I have 
witnessed plenty of Vermont "accents" 
wliere the language is pronounced as 
perfectly as the Queen's English; it just 
sounds differeiL 

No study of Vermont's language is 
complete without boning up on the 
mkl-20th-century work of Dartmouth 
College history professor Allen Foley, 
and, to this longtime observer. Rusty 
DeWees is an amateur compared to 
George Woodard, originator of the 
wdffld-famous (at least in a few parts of 
the world) Ground Hog Opry. Easily the 
greatest (legal) entertainment on Earth, 
it’s like "Prairie Home Compankin,” 
except that the Ground Hog Opry is 

And hicky for you. Ground Hog 
Opry is playing chrouidtout March [in 
Clielsea, Randolph. Hyde Park, Bnrrc 
and Waterbary]. I encourage one 
and all, Dan Bolles especially, to be in 
attendance. 

Steven Farnham 
PLAINFIELD 


NEW HAMPSHIRE'S 
GOT THE IDEA 

The reason the state is revenue 
“stripped" is that our politicians can't 
stop spending [“Vermont Software 
Firms; Taxing the Cloud Has No Silver 
Lining," February l.S], How come New 
Hampshire, with a populatkm twice 
thesizeofVermont’s, has a state budget 
approximately the same as ours? Maybe 
they provide fewer services. Maybe we 
should learn tolii-e with less rather than 
tax the people and businesses of tills 
state to pover^? 

Jim Tompkins 
COLCHESTER 


TAXING WHAT? 

I must applaud tlie restraint of our en- 
trepreneurial IT friends ["Vermont 
Software Firms: Taxing the 
Cloud Has No Silver Lining,” 
Fetaniary 15], Were I to re- 
tax bill like those 
described in the article, 
1 would be livid, and 
maybe evm planning 
how to get my business 
based in anodic stale. 
The policy decision 
is just plain wrong tm so 
many levels, it Is ludicrous. If 
someone hires their neighbor to 
shovel the driveway instead of buying 
a shovel themselves, does that also make 
the transaction subject to sales tax? 

Cloud computing is attractive pre- 
cisely because it is a service and not a 
prtxluct. This isn't a tax dodge; it is a 
fundamentally different w^ of meet- 
ing our needs. If this should be taxed, it 
requires a new typeof tax to do it fairly; 
this is much more like a utility bill. 

Aside from this, imposing a retroac- 
tive tax on sometliing that clearly, on 
the face of it. should not be subject to 
the tax is abhorrent And in this particu- 
lar case, it is foolish, as wdl. Ooe huge 
advantage of cloud-based computing is 
that the actual physical infiastructure 
can he located anywhere. I sui^-ct it 
would be relatwely easy for many of 
these businesses to legally relocate 
their "headquarters” out of state for the 
purposes of avokling tax, without sig- 
nificantly inconveniencing either their 
staffer cusComera.Wliy should we push 
them to do this? 

These are the sorts of jobs we should 
be welcoming to Vfermont. I encourage 
the legislature id step in and pass a law 
retroactively “forgiving” this tax and 
reaffirming our commitment to helping 
these companies tlirive. Then consider 
a more just way to ensure everyone ben- 
efits fi'om their productivity. 

Brian Leet 
MONTPELIER 
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An Inside Look at the Amish; Green 
Mountain Film Festival Preview 


m 


I 



V iewers of The Amish, a docu- 
mencary shown on PBS last 
week as part of the "American 
ExpCTience" series, may have 
seen some familiar places. The filmmak- 
ers showed vintage footageofBuriington 
akingside their interview with saloma 
MILLER FURLONG, who fled fttim her (^lio 
Amish community to Vermont in 1977. 

At die Burlington YWCA, the yout^ 
woman met davb furlong, a wooden- toy 
maka" and early Church Street peddler 
— and fell in bve. Her relatives came 
to bring her back to Ohio, where she 
struggled to conform to die commu- 
nity's rules for nearly three more years 
before leaving again. Today, the Furlongs 
are married with two grown sons and 
live in Massachusetts, after SO years in 
Vermont. 

Last year, Furlong publbhed a 
memoir. Why / Lefl the Amish, dial 
gives readers a rare look inside the re- 
clusive community. {Most of the Amish 
interviewed for the PBS documentary 
declined to appear on camera,) To the 
makers of The Amish, she says in an 
email, her story was a "counterpoint" to 
the pastoral images of horse and buggies 
and die testimonies from Amish youth 
who can't imapne leaving their com- 
munity. (One teen talks about her fear of 
marrying someone who might take her 
more dian 14 miles from her family.) 

Furlong will talk aliout her experi- 
ences growing up Amish — and leaving 
— after a screening of The Amish this 
Saturday at Burlington's Fletcher Free 
Library. 

I t's dine once again for focus on fix's 
annual green mountain film festival. 

which runs March 16 to 25 in 
Montpelier, and March 30 to April 1 in 
St, Johnsbury. 

Tlie program is crammed with ar- 
tisdcally important and edi^'ing flicks, 
but die one we're most anticipating is 
Craptastid, a documentary fttim oavio 
GIANCOLA of Rutland's EDGEWOOD STUDIOS. 

Giancola attained a measure nf media 
immortality directing ill-fated bomb- 
shell Anna Nicole Smith in herfinal film, 
die campy sci-fi spoof flfegal Aliens. He 
kept cameras rolling liehind the scenes 
of that chaotic dioot and Craptastid is 
the result At the March 20 screening. 
Giancola and producer/IHc.ipil Aliens 
costar John James <best known for his 
long run os Jeff Colby on "Dynasty") will 


discuss the experience. Look for a pre- 
view in next wedi’s .Veven Days. 

Here, grouped by theme, are a few 
more highli^ts of the fest. Find dates, 
times, venues and ticketing info at 
greenmountainfilmfestivaLorg. 

Rxliial Does: Long before Michael Mtxirc, 
there was Leo Hurwit/, who was black- 
listed by the film industry in 1950 after 
crafting pioneering progresave works 
such as Native Land (1942). Hurwitz's 
son, Tom, a cinematographer, intro- 
duces his father's woric and other rarely 
iieen political documentaries dating 
from 1932 to 1950 in a series called 
"American Documentary’s Radical 
Roots," downstairs at the Savoy 
Theater. 

Oscai Buzz: Curious about those “other" 
nominees for Best Animated Feature 
Film, A Cal in Paris and Chico S Rita? 


ASALW/iyS, 

THE DRAMAS 
ATGMFFTAKEUS 
AROUND THE GLOBE. 


Now you can see them both. The former 
is recommended for kids 7 and up; the 
latter is an acclaimed, adult-oriented 
love story set in the heyday of Cuban 
jazz. If Hugo aroused your curiosity 
about the fantastical woHd of Georges 
Melies,catchascreeningofA Triplothe 
Moon, along with a documentary about 
its restoration. And if The Artist made 
youeagw to seesilents on the big screen, 
check out Buster Keaton's The General 
with live piano accompanimenL 
ClltEIS!: Circo is a documentary aiwut the 
tough life of a traveling family circus in 
Mexico. Circus Dreams is local director 
siGNE TAYLOR'S necord of an extraordinary 
summer spent touring with the teen 
performers of Vermont's own circus 
SMIRKUS. Warning: Cirkus Cohimbfa is a 
drama set in the run-up to the Balkans 
conflict, not a circus story. 

Worid uf StUflES: As always, the dramas at 
GMFF take us around the fdobc. Two 
yiiung Entdislimen find their iine-niglit 


stand becoming something more in the 
acclaimed Weekend. A New Zealand kid 
learns hard truths about his idolized dad 
in Boy. Rachel Weisz plays a mid-century 
Enpdishwomanembroiled in a forbidden 
passion in The Deep Blue Sea. An Israeli 
company man struggles witJi tragedy in 
TheHuman Resources Manager. Turkish 
detectives unravel a mystery in Once 
Upon a Time inAnatolia. 

MiSiC ■ Fta: A tone-deaf cc^ pursues a 
band of "guerilla percussionists" in the 
Swedish comedy .Sound of Noise. Steve 
Martin narrates Give Me the Banjo, a doc 
abcxit the cquintessentialAma'ican string 
inscrumenL Director Chris Pepino and 
Frank Zi^pa collaborator Joe! Thome 
speak at a screening of Inside the Perfect 
Circle, Pepino's doc about liuw Thome 
used music to rehabilitate himsdf after 
a stroke. 

liOBe.HEtFi!igalteD: Character actor Michael 
Murphy, a veteran of scores of Robert 
Altman films, discusses the late direc- 
tor witli Burlington's ALLAN HKHoas on 
MartJi 18. The Altman reminiscences 
continue with screenings of Brewster 
McCloud and Tanner ’88. 

Lanl GiIk Get a sneak peek at Welcome 
to Vermont, a closc-up look at the lives 
of refugee families from Essex director 


MIRA NIAGOLOVA. Burlingttm's 
ROB KOIER chronicles the aftermath of 
Tropical Storm Irene in Strength of the 
Storm. Actor- director dan butler of 
Newbury presents his new short film, 
“Pearl," based on aTed KotiserpOL-mand 
costa rring Frances Stemhagen. 

Finally, don't miss the screening and 
judging of entries in the green mountain 
4B-HDUR FILM SLAM on Match 18. Last 
year’s inaugural edition showcased just 
Ikiw much a crew of eaffeine-fut4ed 
camera wielders can get dune on the 
strength of bsl-minute ingenuity and 
desperation. @ 


H Sc res n in g at The Am isti w> tn S a bm a 
Miller Furlong. Saturday. Mareh 10. 2 

Burimgton. Free, fletcherfreedrg: 
isaiomafurking.conLThe docuinentarv can 
also 08 viewed elpbs.(yg/wgDn/ 
amencanexperience/nms/amisri. 

Green Mourtam Film Festival. MaitO 1&-2S 
at Che Savoy Theater Dly Hall Arts Center 

Johnsbury. S9 per him. Schedule and ticket 
order info at greermountamnimrestival 
org or call252-3AS6 starting March 10. 
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A Southern Writer Lands 
in Vermont — and Best 
American Short Stories 


nido 




Fresh. 


BY AMY LILLY 


efore she moved to 
Shaftsbun’ in 200B, North 
Carnlina-bora mecan 
hUYHEW BERQHAN thought 

of herself os a Southern writer. Now 
her life is about os guintessencinlly 
Vermont as it gels. She lives in an 
1834 farmhouse — her veterinarian 
husband's childhood home — and 
lends the farm’s chickens, goats and 
horse. Inside, four dt^ and four 
cats sliare space widi the couple's 
two young dauglilers and Mayhew 
Beigman’s father-in-law. Cows moo 
from across the road at ni^t. Robert 
Frost’s old house is three miles away. 

Many of the stories in Mayhew 
Bergman’s debut book. Birds of a 
Lesser ParadisL', are set in die South 
- including the beautifully moving 
first one, "Housewifely Arts," which 
novelist-editor Geraldine Brooks 
sdected for The Best American Short 
Stories 2011. But their concerns — rural 
living, women's situations, bonds be- 
tween humans and animals — are of a 
piece with her intaisely motherhood- 
and animal-focused Vermont life. 

“I've alw^s been attracted to rural 
life.but I've never lived it before moving 
here,” Mayhew Beigman admits during 
a phone call managed between 
cleaning up after a chronically 
sick dug and trying to put an 
unwilling toddler down for a 
nap. The 32-year-old worked 
as a business consultant while 
putting herself throu^dt a master's 
in liberal studies at Duke University, 
which she followed with an MFA at 
Bennington College. 

Now, on a photo-filled blog, Mayhew 
Bergman describes daily rounds of egg 
collecting with her baby strapped to her 
back, and efforts Co steal writing time in 
the cobwebbed office of her in-laws' old 
veterinary clinic. (Her husband moved 
back home to cake over his parents' 
practice.) 

She believes such physical engage- 
ment with the world is "what makes 
writing good" - a lesson she tries to 
impart to her students at Bennington, 
where she teaches memoir writing and 
criticism. In Miyhew Bergman’s writ- 
ing. sentences are spare and stripped 
of sentimentality, the diabgue shorn of 



between present and past moments, 
conveyingin a few brief pa^s a surpris- 
ing depth to characters' lives. 

Those characters — all women - are 
often trying to come to terms with a ten- 
dency to cate too much for others. An 
animal activist takes in abused pets and 
injured wildlife at the expense of her 
relationship. A dedicated young mother 
worries she’s a "fraud"! an older 
one laments her failures. Adult 
women care for their agii^: 
parents widi complicated feel- 
ings. Throu^ patenting, they 
begin to understand their own mothers' 
tendeticies. 

"Mothers. I believe, intoxicate 
us." comments the protagonist of 
"Yesterday's Whales" after discovering 
she has bmime pregnant by a fervent 
popuiation-confrol activist. “We idol- 
ize tliem and take them for granted. We 
liate them and blame them and exalt 
them more thorou^ly than anyone else 
in our lives." Looking at her 7-year-old 
son, the speaker of "Housewifely Arts" 
realizes that her own angrily distant 
motlier’s "body ._ was overrun witli 
nerve endings that ran straight to her 
heart until it was numb with overuse, 
or until, perhaps, she felt nothing" 

The author says she has 
found motherhotxl to be 
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Southern Writer «P2i 

both “biokiKkally satisfying in a way that 
otlier accomplishments in my life haven’t 
been," and "a really hard job” in which 
failure is inevitable; "There's no perfec- 
tion in motherhood," die says wryly. It 
has also made her aware of "the almost 
animal ferocity of the attachment. I don’t 
tliink you understand tliat until you go 
llirough it.” 

"Animal" is not an accidental descrip- 
tor for Mayhew Bei^pnan; her stories 
equally convey women's devotion to 
animals, mid a recognition of their moth- 
ering instincts as parallel to humans’. In 
depicting animal bdiavior, diougii, slie 
is careful to have her husband — whom 
she calls "nw patient muse" — edit “for 
accuracy andbelievdiility," 

Such gendei“focused work by a 
woman doesn't often win the level of 
recognition Mayhew Bergman has re- 
ceived, which has included publication 
in significant journals such as Narrative 
and Kenyon Review and A first-book con- 
tract with Scribner. Vida, anorganizaiion 
for American women in literary arts, 
recently released a study sliowing that 
a significant majority of literary reviews 


in 2010 covered books by men, and the 
reviewers were mostly men. The study 
confirms evidence of a literary environ- 
ment in whicli, in uneobviuus recent ex- 
ample, Lorrie Moore's excellent A Gale 
at the Stairs — the story of a modier's 
effort to cope with the death of her child 
— received a fraction of the attention 
lavished on Jonathan Franzen’sfnvdom. 

"I definitely folk)w the statistics," 
Mayhew Bergman says, citing Jennifer 
Egan and Lauren Groff as contemporary 
women writers whose work shares her 
proclivities. But ultimately, she says, "I 
just appreciate the medium of fiction to 
be able toexplore die idea o fgender roles. 
Fiction can illuminate some essential 
human truths" - that of woman, mother 
and animal lover is, she says simply, ’'the 
perspective I have to offer." ® 


eLM Megan Maytiew Bergman, Scribner. 
225 pages. S24. me autnor talks about her 
lifeanaherbook on Saturday. March 10. at 
North shire Bookstore ih Mencheslei.7pm 
northshire.com 


SNOW WHITE 
VS. THE SUITS 

In a handwritten note to Seven 
Days. TOM azarian. aka Tom Banjo, is 
apologetic about his spelling — ‘I only 
got as far as the 8th grade.’ he writes. 
But limited formal education didnt 
keep the Burlington old-timey musician 
and artist from a lifetime of creative 
output nor from astutely observing 
and assessing the ways of the world. 
The latter habit has also made him an 
outspoken activistAII these talents are 
on display in his latest creation, 'Snow 
White; An Adult Puppet Show of Our 
Time.’ The half-hour video, attributed 
to the RAGTAG THUMBTACK THEATRE. haS 
been shown a few times at Burlington’s 
RADIO 8EAN COFFEEHOUSE and IS appearing 
twice weekly on vcah. 

The ’adult" In the show's subtitle 
does not refer to anything X-rated, 
other than a few cuss words. Children 
would enjoy this show for the folky, 
handmade puppets and simply drawn 
characters, which include woodland 
creatures. Little ones might be 
puzzled by this updated version of 
the fairy tale, though; Here Snow, 
evicted from the forest by rapacious 



developers, becomes an organizer 
and is arrested as an eco-terrorist 
before becoming... well, nevermind. 
Don't want to spoil the ending. Suffice 
It to say, this tale has a lot more to 
do with global corporations pillaging 
the planet than with hardworking 
dwarves and their beloved fair 
maiden. 'There’s even a minl-dlatrlbe 
on Marxist economics. Alt ages, 
though, can cheer for Azarian's witch 
and her spectacular spells. 

Azarian is not selling ’Snow White’ 
on DVD. so check the VCAM schedule 
for showings throughout the month. 

PAMELA POLSTON 

•SNOW WHITE; AN ADULT PUPPET 
SHOW OF OUR TIME* 

On VCAM, Cbannel IS. Fridays arid p.m. 
and Mondays at 6:30 a.m. Through 
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Dear Cecil, 








surprised rt didn't tu 
whenldidasearctit 
site. It has to do will 
frogs. Goes something like 
this: If you tossed a frog into 
already-boiling water, it would 
leap out. But a frog placed into 
a pan of water with alow flame 
under It will slowly be boiled 
alive, the temperature change 
being too subtle for the frog 
to notice. This is exactly what 
is occurring today with the 
breakdown of moral values. 
The boiling bubbles are rising 
all around us, and few people 
realize what is taking place. 

James Williams 

W c vrere glad to get 
your letter, .lames, 
for diree reasons: 
(I) Wc feel it’s our 
sacred duty to fact-check conve- 


rablcs. 


;. No 


t but if t 
hand in a certain Middle Eastern 
locality 20110 years ago, that bit 
witlt tlic loaves and fishes would 
have gotten mure scrutiny than 
it did. (2) The story behind this 
much-told tale is so bizarre it's a 
column all by itsetf. (3) Best of alL 
here was an experiment scream- 
ing to be done. 

1 i(K>ked at Una. .She emphati- 
callyshook her head. 

■'But Una." I said. "Wc'rc the 
Straight Dope. We’re not like 
those above-it-all pussies at the 
New Yorker. Wc get our hands 

Una glared. "K)u don't get 
your hands dirty." she said. "/ 



blasted bacon with a laser. I've 
dninkskunkybccrtn see if brown 
buttles prevent sftoilagc better 
chan clear ones. But no way am I 
bofling any cfling frogs." 

“Ybu don't actually have to 
boi7 them, Una. You just have to 
warm them up a little. I have total 
confidence that, crackpot legend 
notwithstanding, the frogs will 
jump out before any permanent 

■'So." she retorted, “I only have 
to inflict a modest amount of tor- 
ture on helpless research subjects, 
after which I've got a kitchen full 
of Itot, pissed-off frogs.” 

1 conceded these practical 


there someltantysu 

iralght Dope on any la| 


folio wii% dossier: 

* Hie first reference to boiling 
frogs for science comes 
from aGerman researcher 
named GoICz, who in 1869 set 

for this — the location of 
the frog’s souk For Goltz’s 
purposes, ".soul" menm the 
part of the frog chat would 
sense danger and impel it to 

he immersed (a) a blinded 
but otherwise intact frog 
and (b) a decapitated frog 
in water, and gradually 
raised the temperature to 
sec how each would react. 

At 77 degrees Fahrenheit the 
largely intact frog started to 
get uncomfortable. By 100 
degrees it was desperately 
crying to escape the bath. 


inactive, unsurprisii^ly 
Co anyone but Goltz, 

The problem with this 
experiment, other chan its 
bang sadistic and ridiculous, 
was that the total he:tiing 
time was only ten minutes, 
hardly a slow increase. 

In 1872. another German, 
named Heinzmann, decided 
CO conduct the definich-e 

Hanzmann tested both 
brainless and blinded frogs 
and found that when the 
temperature was increased 
slowly enough - from 70 
CO 100 decrees over 80 to 
95 minutes — the blinded 
frog would indeed die of 
heat exhaustion without a 


researcher, one Fratscher. 
confirmed Hoinzmann’s 
results. Curiously, however. 
Kracscherand Heinzmann 
had the same supervisor. 1 
make no accusations, but no 
one else has corroborated 
these astonishing findir^s. 
Then again, no one else has 
really tried. 

• On a related subject, 
psychologist Edward 
Scripture in 1897 noted a 
grisly experiment where 
a frog^ foot was clamped 
in B strew press chat 
was tightened at about a 
thousandth of an inch per 
minute. Result: the foot 
was completely crushed 
without the frog showing 
any distress. Somewhat 
worryingly. the author 
wondered what could be 
accomplished u.sing humans 
rather than frogs. 

Getting back to boiling 
modern commentators agree the 
results cbimod by the German 
researchers are preposterous. 
However, no one to my knowl- 
edge has attempted to precisely 
replicate the earlier work, pos- 
sibly because they haven't read 
the studies, which arc written 
in (duh) Cermaa In the experi- 
ments I've come acros.«, research- 
ers have placed frogs in water 
and heated it relatively quickly 
till the fings jumped out, foiling 
to recognize that the point of the 
exercise was to heat Che water 
gradually, (Typically the gas gets 
turned up ata race of two degrees 
per minute, about sb; times foster 
than Heinzmann did iL) 

So do 1 think the story is a 
crock? Of course. Am I likely to 
prove this beyond a doubt? Absent 
a change ofheart by Una, nu 


I 
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HACKIE '^VERMONT CABBIE'S I 


Drunk Love 


W 


hoa, bud — let me helpyou 
get (hose legs in," 

The waiter was help- 
ing his wnbbly-knced 
about to become mine - into 


the backseat of my taxi. This waiter, from 

calls me when one of the patrons needs a 
ride. During Che phone call for this pickup, 
he told me the guy was going Co Wesefurd. 
a nice 20-mile fare on an otherwise guict 
February weekni^L 

Once he was settled, 1 cau^t the fel- 
low’s eye in the rearview mirror and con- 
firmed. "Ya going to Wcslford, right?" 

When dcalir^ with Ute potted customer. 
tVe learned Che hard way that a cabbie 
needs to keep chin^p as clear as possible. 
•Tcah," he replied. “Jus" gemme home." 
“OK, that’s exactly what I'm goingto do. 
Now, I’m gonna take 128 into the town, and 
jaiu can guide me from there?" 

"Yeali." Iie affirmed, letting out a big. 
boozy sigh. 

Not exaedy brimming with confidence. 
1 ^fced into drive, and off wc went The 
guy was dressed all Waspy-casuak pastel- 
green Oxford shirt, blue blazer, new blue 
jeans and some kind of snazzy moccasins. 
His hair - perfect waves ofsilver and blond 

- could have been modeled on a Grcdt 
statue. Fbllically chaUenged as I am. the 
fancy locks made me a bit jealous. 

Carefully monitorii^ the backseat for 
signs ofpa.ssiog out or - perish the thou^t 

- vomidng.l motored through the night. As 
wc eased onto the Circ Higltway, Che man 
blurted out, "Arc you fucking me? Where 
the hell are wo? IwiU not be fucked!" 

Now I had a vciy specific decision to 
make: How would I handle this outburst? 
There are two baric strategies: get tough 
on the customer or humor him. 1 don't take 


this stuff personally; my sole aim in situa- 
tions like this is to pacify the offender and 
restore tranguilily to die mother ship. 

“OK, brother." 1 spoke sternly. “I know 
you’ve had a lot to drink, but that's no 

cursing like that and jou’rc out of the cab 
— you got that?" 

“Oh. yeah," he acquiesced sheepishly. 
“I'm sorry. 1 appreciate you drivingme." 

The split-second change in attitude was 
starding and welcome. When we reached 
Westford, I ariced him where to turn. Ho 
pointed straightahead, and 
I complied. A few minutes 
later, he said. "Wliere on 
Earth ore we?" 

"Wo'rc in Westford, 

VL,” I replied, remaining 
chipper, thoi^ it seemed 
the fare was quickly going 

“1 need to get Co 
Westport, N.Y. That's 
where I live. Exit 31 off the 
Northway." 

"Great," I aaid. There 
was nothingto he gained by reviewing with 
the dude how wc ended up in Wcslfurd: I 
would simply reverse course and lake him 
to Westport. The specificity of "Exit 31" 
gave me confidence that this new destina- 
tion was the real deal. My only concern — 
one I’d had before, but which ntw jumped 
to the forefront — was payment. 

"Do you have cash, or do wc need to stop 
at an ATM?" 1 arited. 'The fare to Westport 
isgonnabc $140." 

“We have to stop at an ATM," he replied. 

I pivoted over to Milton and. on Route 
7. pulled into the TD Bank. While the guy 
did his thing at the ATM, I Cook (he oppor- 
tunity Co urinate in some Itandy bushes. Ah, 


my life is so much tike Lord Grantham's of 
"Downton Abbey". 1 mased as I peed. The 
guy Cook a wltilc, but he came back clutch- 
ing a boatload of twenties. He got into Che 
shotgun scat and began pasringthem to me, 
one by one. I made him stop when he got 
to $180. “Hoy. thanks," I said. “That's a big 
enough dp.” 

"I really, mlly appreciate you taking me 
home." he repeated. "You arc a noble guy." 

1 thought about his use of the word 
"noble." After all, I do this for a living. 
When I get a hair trim. I thank my haircuC- 
tcr and tell her I appreci- 
ate it. I don't think of her 
cutting 00: hair as a noble 
act. But I liked his show of 
gratitude, particularly the 

As we crossed the 
sandbar in the moonlight, 
my customer said, “Hey, 
where's Collide?" 

''Jeez," I said, entering 
the humoring phase of 

where thchcck Cooldo is." 

We hit the Grand Isle fcriy dock just as 
they were loading. On the 1 2-minuto cross- 
ing the love fest began in camesL Draping 
his arm around my shoulder, my passenger 
said, "My name is Theodore, but everyone 
calls me Teddy. And I gjt to tell ya. I really 
appreciate you driving me home tonight. 
You arc one noble guy." 

"Well, thank you so much. Tbddy." 

"Me and Cookie arc going through a 
rough patch. I ready love her. thou^." 

Holy crap, I thoughL 1 said, “Teddy, 
Cookie wasn’t with you in Burlington Co- 
ni^t, wasshef 

"Yeah. I dont kixiw wKctc rite is." 

The marital mqgh patch is about to .i^t 


a tittle rougher, I thou^t, but didn’t s^ a 

Wc got on the Northway Iteading south. 
Teddy tlianked me every 10 minutes, in 
drunk-love fashion. By sheer persistence, 
he finally convinced me of my nobility. Yap. 
me and the Earl of Grantham. 

At Exit 31, wc turned off the highway 
and steered toward the town of Westport 
"So do you know many ofCookie's friends?" 
Teddy asked, slightly more sober but still 
loopy. 

“Ntt I cant say I da I’d like to meet ’em, 
though." 

"Well this summer you must come and 
visit 1 have Bbeau(ilti].2.‘>-fooC Chris-Craft 
and we’ll go out boating. 1 mean it.” 

“That’s a date, Teddy." I said, whole- 
heartedly accepting the dubious invitation, 
’■rn see you in June." 

I dropped my customer at his home on 
the lake, and realized it would be faster to 
return to Burlington via the Cliamplain 
Bridge. It was my first time on the newly 
constructed bridge, and I was not let down. 

AloT^ the peninsula approach, the 
span ^owed in the distance like a silver 
bow hovering atop the dark water. When I 
reached its grand arc, I slowed to a crawl. 
Tb my left and right the supporting cables 
formed giant Xs strung with brilliant white 
limits. The thought crossed my mind that I 
mi^t come out the other side into a new 
and h^hor dimension - which, in fact sort 
of describes what Vennont has been in my 
life.® a 
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Big-Hearted Broker 

Commercial realtor Yves Bradley makes good community connections 



homey feel And the organiztuion had 


I n 2004, Yves Bradley of Burlinpon 
knew virtually nothing nhout eom- 
mereiaJ real estate. That didn’t 
stop him from approaching Ernie 
Pomerleau, of Pomerleau Real Estate, to 
ask for a job. Today Bradley heads the 
company's commercial brtikerage divi- 
sion. Despite the worst recession in AO 
years, Pomerleau says that 2011 was dte 
company’s best year ever forcommercial 
brokerage. 

"That speaks volumes about Yves,” 
says Pomerleau. “It wouldn't shock me 
if he were the No. 1 commercial broker 
in the state." 

Indeed. Heard about all the new 
tenants moving into the Ifi 7,000-square- 
foot Innovation Center of Vermont, a 
space formerly occupied by General 
Dynamics? Those were Bradley's deals. 
So was thesale of tlte 77,000-square- foot 
Roman Catholic Diocese of Vermont 
building on NorthAvenue to Burlington 
College. The new Panera Bread on 
Church Street, the relocated Bluebird 
Tavern on St. Paul Street, and El Cortijo 
Taqueria y Cantina in the old Sadie Katz 
Deli? Ali Bradley's doing. 

He's not just about for-profit 
businesses, either. When Planned 
Parenthtxid. Spectrum Youth & Family 
Services, HOPE Works (formerly die 
j Women’s Rape Crisis Center), and die 
u Stem Colter for Language and Learning 
g needed more space, they all turned to 
< Bradley, 

S If any local businessman coukl put 
die lie to the expression "Nice guys 
finish lost,” it's him. Among Chittenden 
County nonprofits. Bradley has earned 
~ a reputation as die go-to guy for getting 
things done — often reaping little or no 
9 financial gain or public recognition for 
g his trouble. 

g "Yves, in alot ofways, is a vi»onary,” 
saysCathleen Wilson, cxecudve director 
of HOPE Works. "He's been an amazing 
U amhassadtir for our organization. He's 
o so articulate when he talks about sexual 
^ violenceandmen'sroleinendingit." 

K In 21X)6, Wilson says, Bradley was 
instmmento] in finding her organization 
its new headquarters - no small task 
for Vermont's laigest rape crisis center, 
with a laundry list of prerequisites, 
g WRCC needed a location on a bus line, 
2 near downtown, with ample office and 
meeting space but also with a warm. 


just $ 100,000 to get It done. 

"Yves said. 'DK, let’s do it."' Wilson 
recalls. BradWy delivered. A year latci', 
WRCC moved into a newly renovated, 
3200-square-footVictQrian at 336 North 
Avenue, whk'h it purchased at S4GOOO 
bekiw maiket value, with a zero-interest 
loan for two years, 

Little surprise that WRCC offered 


Bradley a spot on its board, making 
him the organization’s first-ever male 
trustee, (Today, it has several) 

Indeed, the HOPE Works board is just 
one of many boards and commissions on 
which Bradley serves. Others include 
the Burlington Planning Commission, 
the Lake Champlab Regional Chamber 
«)f Commerce, the South End Arcs and 
Business Association, die Chittenden 


Commercial Real Estate Association, 
and die Community Sailing Center. 

For Bradley, such positions aren't 
absentee resume fillers. When the 
Community Sailbg Center flooded in 
May 2011, he had replacement office 
space Imed up withb 24 hours. 

"He doesn't even own a Ixiat!" notes 
Pomerleau with a laujdi . "He has the big- 
gest heart I've ever seen. And his clients 
love him because they trust him and 
they know he produces." 

"I t'serazy, but I can't say no," Bradley 
saysofhisobscsnvevolunteerism. "llike 
doing diings chat make a place better.” 

Ironically, generosity wasn't Mark 
Redmond’s first impression of Bradley 
when Redmond moved to Burlington 
b 2003. As the bcoming director of 
Sjjcctrum Youth & Family Servictfs, 
Redmond remembers asking the outgo- 
ing director to name the organization's 
sharpest critic. 

His answer; Bradley, who at the time 
ran die Body Shop on the Marketplace 
with his wife, Judy. Evidently, many 
Church Street businesspeople had liad 
run-ins with teens whom they assumed 
to be Spectrum clients. 

Citing the old Godfather adage, 
"Keep your friends close but your 
enemies closer." Redmond says lie 
wrote Bradley a long letter bviting 
Iiim to a meeting to air their differ- 
ences. According to Redmond, Bradley 
was pleasantly surprised to hear 
from him and arranged a lunch meet- 
bg at Leunig's that included several 
downtown police officers. (Ftir years, 
Bradley also served on the Burlington 
Polk-e Commission.) 

“So I listened to what he had to say, 
and he listened to what I had Co say. and 
over timeit really worked out,” Redmond 
recalls. The following Cliristmns season, 
Bradley erected a "^yrng tree" b liis 
sliop window where patrons could 
donate pfts for Spectrum's clients. 

Today, Bradley and Redmond still 
joke about their first encounter. And 
Bradley will still call Redmond when, 
say, someone donates University of 
Vermont hockey tickets to his office, 
preferring that Spectrum's kids use 
them instead. 

"He does a kit of nice tilde stuff like 
tliat,” Redmond adds, "I think the world 
of the guy." 



BURTON FLAGSHIP STORE 
SHRED SALE 

Now with even more slash. 


Y ve« Bmdley hasn't made many bad 
business decisions in Ids life, but 
he admits to a few whoppers. About a 
decade ;^o, when he was stQl co-owoer 
oftheBody Shop he had an opportunity 
to buy ihedomain name BodyShopcom 
for SSOO. Bradley, who probably could 
have resold the name several years later 
for a five- or even ax-figure sum, turned 

There's anothw lucrative missed op- 
portunity he doesn’t regret. Back in 
1988. when he was 25. Bradley 
landed an interview for an 
investment hanker posi- 
tion at Bank of Boston. The 
company was paying recent 
college grads $65,000 a 
year to attend its executive 
training program. Bradley, 
who bad just returned 
from a year abroad, went to 
Michael Kehoe men^ 
diop on Church Street 
and houglii himsdf a 
gray suit, white shirt 
and red tie. 

Bradley need the 
interview. Then his 

duced him to others in 
the pntgram, who were 
also in their twenties. 



“I < 


I still ! 


now," Bradley says. 

“They're all wearing 
gray suits, white ^irts 
and red ties, too, I start 
gettings headache." 

Wlien he got the 
formal offer, Bradley 
balked. Today, he lau^s recalling the 
stupefied look on his interviewers' faces 
- and, later, on his parents'. 

Bradley insists it was "a very bad 
business decision but a very good life 
decision ... It just wasn't right for me." 
In the ensuing years, he learned to 
crust both his head and his heart when 
making important life decisions. 

Bradley, 48, defies the usual savvy- 
salesman stereotype. With his ready 
smile and friendly. loll-with-it attitude, 
he exudes a genuine warmth and inter- 
est in the people Co whom he’s speaking, 
extending them more time and atten- 
tion than one would expect from some- 


I LIKE DOING 
THINGS 
THAT MAKE 
APLACEBETM 


YVES BRADLEY 


Despite his French first name - it 
rhymes with “leaves" - Bradley is not 
of Quebwois ancestry. His mother is 
Parisian, and Bradley himself speaks 
fluent French. His American father is a 
classics professor at Dartmouth College. 

When he was a child, his family 
lived briefly in Thelford Center and 
East Thetford before moving to Atliens, 
Greece, for a few years. Bradley spent 
the rest of his childhood in Hanover, 
N,H„ which he remembers as 
a great place Co be a kid but 
"more like a prison" wlten he 
became a teen. 

Bradley attended UVM 
and majored in political sci- 
ence. After graduating in 
1985, lie landed a yearlong 
internship in Paris witli 
Francois L^Card, a po- 
litical centrist who later 
became France’s min- 
ister of culture. “He 
was like a Kennedy," 
BradlQ' recalls. 

After a year work- 
ing for the French 
government, Bradley 
was offered a job by 
the French distiller 
Pernod Ricard. As he 
would again in 1988, 
lie made a lifestyle de- 
cision; Having spent 
the previous summer 
as a lifeguard in 
Nantucket, which was 
“absolute paradise fur 
someone right out of 
college," he chose a 
swimsuit over a business suit. As he puts 
iL "I knew I'd never get another chance 
CO be diis much of a bum ever ^in." 

Well, yes and no. Back in Burlington. 
Bradley worked several odd jobs, in- 
cluding health-club trainer, UPS driver 
and delivery man forDomino's.Oocehe 
delivered a pizza to a brick house at the 
comer of Howard and South Willard 
streets, which reminded him of liis 
grandfather's home. One day, he recalls 
saying to himself at die time. III buy 
that house. Bradley. Judy and their sons, 
Will, 11, and Ethan, 8, live there mday. 

In 1989, Bradley and a friend de- 
cided to go into business together 
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paintiiigski lifts. Pruhlem was, "Noone 
knew us from Adam, so we couldn't 
get any work." Undeterred, Bradley 
approached the manager of Stratton 
Mountain and made him a business 
proposition: He offered to paint the 


However, when the couple arrived 
at die Sheraton Burlington Hotel one 
Saturday morning hir an interview, they 
were greeted by 4()othw petjple apply- 
ing to be franchisees. 

The Bradleys’ interview went great, 
and Yves recalls going borne thinking 
they had it Two weeks later, he got a 
phone call from Judyinforminghim that 
the Body Shop had picked 
four finalists for second inter- 
views — and they were fifth 
on the list. 

Bradley sat down at a 
typewriter and pounded 
out a long, emphatic letter 
explaining why he thou^t 
the company had made a 
huge mistake. A week later, 
Yves and Judy were invited 
to Toronto for another 
interview. And another, in 
New Jersey. 

The Bradleys finally 
opened their store, at 84 
Church Street, on June 1, 
1994. Yves worked there 
for 10 years. His interest in 
commercial real estate was 
sparked when the couple de- 
cided, rather tlian opening a 
second store in Manchester, 
to buy the building they oc- 
cupied- They sold the Body 
Shop back to the company in 
2005. Bradley bus been with 
Pomerleau ever since. 

Has he ever thought of 
starting yet another career? 
With a resume like his and 
a vast network of connec- 
tions in Chittenden County, 
Bradley seems like an obvious 
candidate for public office. In 
fact, people of all political 
stripes approach him to run 
"all the time," he says. 

“Jim Douglas asked me 

smallest lift on the mountain for free point-blank last year to run for mayor," 
if the manager paid for the painL If the he reveals. Bradley answered the oc- 
owner liked their work, he’d pay them governor by reJating an anecdote from 


HIS CLIENTS IflVE HIM 


for their labor, 

TSo we painted that lift, 
end of the summer, we painted every 
ski lift at Stratton Mountain,” Bradley 
recalls. He and his partner owned that 


his youth: Back then, prankster kids 
d, by (he would leave burning bags of dog :diit on 
fton t porches, so wlioever came outside 
would stomp all over diem. 

"That's the next mayor of 


business undl 1993, when Bradley Burlington." Bradley says. “Not for 


Ykes and Judy Bradley first applied 
for die Body Shop franchise in 1989. 

At the time, the con^ony’s higher-ups 
weren’t Interested in Vermont, but 
Bradley kept pestering them. By the fall being 
of 1992, when the company announced the scenes, 
it was ready to pick franchisees for 
Burlington, Bradlev assumed they were 
a lock. 


', thanks!" 

But he's got another, and perhaps 
)re heartfelt, explanatioii. 

"Ill Burlington." Bradley explains, 
get a lot more accompli slied by 
the community behind 


"Besides," he adds, "I love going to 
work in the morning, and my days just 
fly by. Why would 1 give that upr ® 





Rooms to Grow 

A refurbished block — and new hotel — will soon take shape in downtown Burlington 

BY KEN PICARD 



F rum the late ivdi century until 
the mid-2l)di, the block kitty- 
comer from Burlington's City 
Hall Park, at the comer ofMain 
and St. Paul streets, was a mecca for 
visitors to the Queen City. The block 
was home to the Von Ness House, a 4(M>- 
room hotel named in honor of former 
Vermont governor and Supreme Court 
chief justice Cornelius P. Van Ness. For 
more than a half century, the Van Ness 
House was Burlington's largest and 
must elegant hotel, widi architecture 
resembling that found in New Orleans' 
FrenchQuarter. 

But in 1051, the Van Ness House 
was ra 2 ed by a fire. It was never rebuilt 
and, since then, die downtown block 
bordered by Main, .St. Paul, King and 
Pine streets has had considerably less 
presdge and usage. Today, it's commonly 
referred to as the TD Bank block for 
its most prominent feature. Current 
visitors and residents are most likely to 
stop there to access its 24-hour ATM, 
which is conveniently located just steps 
away from Church Street. 

City planners and devdopers have 
long bemoaned the undemtiliiation 
of this prime downtown real estate. 
In fact, undl tbe rehabilitation of the 
16-condommium Hinds Lofts at 161 St. 
I Paul in 2008 and the completion of die 
“ new Champlain Housing Trust building 
R at 88 King Street in 2009, most of the 
o block was litde more than a surface 
^ parkinglot. 

>!* That's all about t<i change. Plans 
are now working dieir way (hrou^t 
die development-review process to 
^ complete the final phase of the TD Bank 
ni block's decadelot^ renaissance; the 
S constmction of a modem, four-story 
S hotel run by a major national chain. 
8 The new, I30*to-140-room hotel will 
also incorporate the historic Armory 
building, ut tOl Main, which sits at the 
5 eastern end of the block. Interesdn^y, 
2 the Armory, which was rehabbed in 
S 2007, was built by the same man - 
anodier former Vermont governor - 
who built the Van Ness House: Urban 
Woodbury. Many Burlingtonians will 
remember it fondly as the former 
quarters of Hunt's Mill & Mining 
g Company, a popular nightclub, which 
5 after its closing was replaced by the 
£ bux '.SDs joint ^-Na-Na's. 


Doug Nedde is one of the diree 
partners at Redstone Commercial 
Group, along with Erik Hoekstra and 
Larry Williams, who have been working 
on this project since 2001. Its final 
phase was slated to begin four years 
ago, Nedde notes - until the global 
economic meltdown of 2008 bruuglit 


most commercial construction of this 
size to a standstill. 

Nedde, whose firm was also behind 
the Hinds Lofts and the Champlain 
Housing Tmst building, sees this new 
hotd as the crowning achievement for 
the TD Bank block. The new hotel will 
he designed to combine die best of both 


worlds: the modem look of a boutique 
hotel in an urban setting and die historic 
feel of old Burlington, embodied by the 
Armory. The latter will house the hotel's 
reception area, restaurant, loun^, bar, 
library andoffices. 

“The strength of our site and kicotion 
is die Armory,” Nedde says. “We're 
really leveraging this beautiful historic 
building on Main Street and building off 

According to Nedde, Redstone plans 
to keep much of die Amiory's interior 
intact, including the exposed brick and 
steel beams and trusses. Those features 
will sharply contrast with die modem, 
uiban sensibility of the new hotel 
which will (Kcupy much of the center of 
die block. The hotel's porte cochere. or 
covered driveway, will most likely beoff 
Main Street adjacHit to the Armory. 

As it proceeds, will this project 
anract controversy, even organized 
neighborhixid imposition? It's always 
possible, Nedde admits, but unlikely in 
this case. Smart-gniwth advocates hove 
long argued that new development in 
Vermont should start in places where 
it can minimize impact on the natural 
landscape and maximize the use of 
existing infrastructure - in a word, as 
infill And few sections of BuHington 
are mure ideally suited to infill 
redevelopment than the TD Bank block. 

Indeed, when Mayor Bob Kiss 
and other city leaders held a press 
conference two weeks ago to urge voter 
imprnval of a SIO million tax increment 
financing (TIF) district for downtown, 
tills block was one of the first locales 
they pointed to as a potential benefidarj’ 
of such public-private partnerships. 

But even if the TIF doesn't pass - 
the results were not in at press time 
- this $20 million project is likely 
to proceed without much resistance. 
As Nedde points out current zoning 
allows Redstone to build an even 
Wgger building than the one they’ve 
proposed, which will be shorter dian 
the historic Vermont House direedy 
across the street at the corner of Main 
and St. Paul. 

The limiting factor on the site isn't 
zoning or nei|dibor opposition but 
parking, Hoekstra says. Simply put. 
adding more rooms and floors to the new 
hotel would require the devekipera to 




r 
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build an even lai^er 
unde round parking 
garage tlian the 231- 
space strucCure they've 
currently proposed- And 
that, he says, would put them 
dangerously close to tlic underground 
water table. 

Redstone's current plans include 
a unique aesthetic ^proach to the 
parking structure. Because one floor 
wiii be at street levd on St Paul, the 
developers plan to block the exterior 
view of die garage with storefront-type 
windows diat will serve 
as "mini art galleries." 

TbeyVe even pressed 
working with Burlington 
City Arts ttt offer gallery 
space to local ardsts. 

“I think it's really 
interesdng the way 
they've taken into 
consideration the 

streetscapes they will 
impact to mbimizc the 
visual impact,” notes 
Kelly Devine, director of 
the Burlington Business 
Associadun. 

From a city planning 
perspeedve, the new 
hotel will accomplish two 
more often-stated goals 
for infill development 
downtown: creatit^ 

a strong link between 
the Church Street 
Marketplace and the 
waterfront, and bringing 
more visitors to lower 
Main Street. 

Is the demand 
adequate to soipport on 
influx of new hotel rooms 
Burlington ? Evidently 


THE FINAL 
PHASE OFTHE 
TDBANK 
BLOCK'S 
DECADELONG 
HENAISSANCE. 


downtown 

According 


hotel hasn't gune up in 
downtown Burlington 
since the mid-lWOs. 
Now two are in the 
works; Gov. Peter 
Shumlin brrtke ground 
last September on Hotel 
Vermont at 41 Clterty Street, al2S-r(x>m 
establishment scheduled to open in 
2013. 

Like Hotel Vermont, this one will 
incorporate green building practices, 
according to Nedde, who says the 
structures will be built according to 
LEED - or Lealership 
in Energy and 
Environmental Design — 
silver or gold standards. 
He admits Redstone 
doesn't plan to spend 
the extra money to get 
the plaque and formal 
LEED certification. “But 
the standards will be the 
same.” lie says. 

As fur die timetable, 
Hockstra says die project 
has just entered the 
“sketch plans” phase, 
whidi is a "nonbinding 
way of introducing the 
conceptual idea to die 
development review 
board and other boards" 
belme the formal 
permitting process 

Assuming everything 
goes according to 
schedule, cunstruedon 
is expected t<i last 16 
months, with the new 
hotel slated to cqien 
in late winter or early 
ipring of 2t)I4. That would be ideal 
timing, Nedde adds, with the approach 


Nedde's market research, the of college graduations. Tlie staff of any 
downtown Burlington hotel market has hotel of this size will want 30 to 60 days 


consislHidy remained solid — one of the 
strongest in New England — ewn during 
serious economic dounturtis. Perhaps 


I “wttric out the kinks." 

In terms of job creation, Hoeksira 
says the company is projecting upward 


that's not surprising, given the baseline of 200 construction jobs and about BO 


need for overnight rooms created by 
the University of \fermont, Champlain 
College and Fletcher Allen Health Care. 
With die exception of the Marriott’s 
161-room Courtyard Burlington Harbor, 
which was completed in 2007, a new 


permanent jobs in die hotel itself. / 
restaurant in the Armory would add 
another 50 or more jobs, 

"I think it’s a win-win for downtown 
Burlington," Nedde says, “bodi 
aesthetically and economicaUy.” ® 
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One Man’s Trash 

Vermont’s “Storage Wars" bring out the bidders 




ucdonco- Paul Maglio casts 
an eye over the ragtag band 
of bidders congregating in 
the cold and dreary alley of a 
Westminster self-storage facility. 

"Fair warning." he calls out in his 
Massachusetts accent Then: “Sold!" 

It’s a Wednesday morning at about 10 
a.m.. and some 50 bidders have shown up 
from around the region to gamble on the 
contents of abandoned self-storage units. 
Some arc pros: New Hampshire resident 
Skip Sullivan pulled up with a smaU 
entourage in a black SUV painted with his 

hobbyists. Some arc just curious. 

Nearly all of them are hoping to turn 
a profit by snapping up the contents of 
abandoned storage units and reselling 
them at a higher rate. It's a practice that's 
caught on as people look for creative 
ways to supplement their incomes, and 
a popular reality television show is 
ostensibly showing them tlieway. 

Maglio laysoul the ground rules, and he 
makes it clear: Ca^ is king. So, with empty 
pockets, 1 end up falling in with Vernon 
resident Rodney Moore and his friend, 
Philip Ortega. Originally of Plauchevillc. 
La- Ortega is livii^ in Vermont while his 
wife works as a nurse in Springfretd. 

^ Moore, the quieter of tlic middlc-a^d 
•-I duo. is the old hand, and he’s been showing 
55 the gregarious Ortega the ropes for a few 
5 months. While we wait for the auction to 
* start, the men joke around with some of 
uj the other bidders. Ortega is a teacher and 
coach, but, nowout of work, he's taken up 
the auction circuit. 

M “It gets in your blood," Ortega says in 
a his thick Southern drawL "It's addictive. I 
9 don’thave a job rightnow.so I travcL" 

This morning it^ Westminster, and 
g thenon toBraCtlchora for a total ofll units 
° on the auction block. But many bidders 
will travel far afield in pursuit of a good 
buy. “Arc you going to Hyannis?" Ma^io 
5 asks one regular. Maglio is employed by 
2 Storage Auction Solutions and conducts 
!S! auctions for storage facilities all over the 
Northeast. The Hyannis auction the next 
day is a big one - 3S units. 

In Wescminsler. our fir.se auction of the 
day is a small unit One of the employees 
of Casey Storage Solutions unlocks the 
g door and Maglio calls out "Get a look. 
2 get a Icxjk, get a look." Tlic bidders shuffle 
S past in sin^e file. We're allowed to look 
!!{ but not Couch, and we can't enter the dim. 


shadowy cave. 1 see a few boxes of what 
look CO be books and CDs, some trash, a 
menjod of clothing. It lc»ks pretty dismal. 

But when we step to the ade. Ortega 
and Moore pit their heads together and 
begin comparing notes in hushed tones. 
They noticed a few instrument cases, 
which I had missed entirely. Still It’s a 
small unit, and they set their ceiling low. 
When the short spate of biddii^ tops out 
at $250, there’s a “holy shit" from the 
crowd behind me. 

‘That should have been a $50 box," 
Ortega explains. 

Nationally, industry watchers such 


as Lance Watkins, who founded the 
website .Suirage Trciisurcs.com. say the 
number of people attending auctions is up 
dramatically. It’s no different in Vermont 
Watldns attributes that in laigc part to the 
popularity of a TV show called "Storage 
Wars"onA&E, 

In Westminster, everyone .seems to 
have an opinion about the show, which 
debuted in 2010. "Storage Wars" follows a 
handful of professional auction hoppers in 
California. Its second season premiere in 
July 2011 was the channel's hi^est-rated 
cpisodeatthe time. 

The Vermont bidders have someihit^; 


of a lovc-liaCc relationship with Che TV 
draw. Most are avid viewers, and kid about 
their compatriots being a "Dave" or a 
“Barry" or one of the reality show's other 
stars. They also congilain, chough, that 
the show falsifies the auction expcrience. 
Somc. like Sullivan, think Che auctions 
arc staged. They gripe iliac the publicity 
attracts novices who get caught up in the 
excitement ofbidding and drive up prices. 

“Vbu have to be an e^e eye and know* 
what you're lookii^ for.” Ortega advises. 
Hien again: “A lot of it’s unknown." Often 
it’s impossible to even guess what might be 
hiding in Che crowded units or mysterious 



boxcs-Abuycr might open one crstc to find 
a valuable coin eollcctioa only Co purchase 
another lot and discover a bizarre papien 
mache sculpture of a donkey. 

That’s among the strangest items Chat 
Ortega has found in a unit 

Montpelier resident and fro^uent 
auction-goer TimBeavinhasdiscovered the 
cranaced remains orbodics in other units - 
a heartbreaking reminder, he says, of just 
how personal these bclongir^s can be. 

But there arc occasional big wins. 
Moore bought the contents of one unit that 
contained a brand-new washer end diycr. 
He estimates ho nabbed S300tl worth of 
merchandise for a S300 bid. Sometimes 
strange items have value that the bidders 
might never have predicted. Moore resold a 
Flowhce — the 1988 invention is a vacuum- 
cleaner attachment meant for cutting hair 
- for $47. 

’'1 was going to throw it in the trash." 
he says, shaking his head a hit "You never 
know." 

Another auction-goer puts it this way tn a 
frimdinlinc atone unit "Ifs a little like the 
lottery. Exccpiwith some work tlirown in." 

That’s becaasc bidders are on Che hook 
for emptying out the unit they purchase, 
often witiiin 24 hours. That means the 
good, the bad and the ugly," Maglio warns. 
The only items buyers can and should 
leave behind arc personal papers such as 
photographs or tax returns, a rule chat% 
intended tn protect against identity theft. 

'The self-storage industry is big business 
in the United States. According to one trade 
group, it brought in mure than $20 biDion 
in annual revenues in 2010. and Che Self 
Stora^ Association says self-storage has 
been the fastest-growing seginenc of the 
commercial real estate industry over the 
last 30 years. 

Plus, the tra^ group boasta that the 

analyst told the Waff Street Jouma/ that the 
forcclosiire crisis has boosted demand for 
storage space as families move into smaller 


Curiously. Ihou^, storage-unit auctions 
arc at an all-time kiw nationally. 

"Because of tlx! economy, it makes 
sense to chink that delinquencies and 
foreclosures would be going u[\ but they rode 
havobcen dccrea^g," Watkins s^. hisdayjob 

Sales happen only after renters 
fall behind on their rent. According to 
Vermont’s lien laws, die storage facility has 
to first send two notices of default to the 
I’s last known address, and then post 


an adven 
for tlie sale 
newspaper 


for 


weeks. Only then 
con the fadlitv 
auction off the 

unit The storage 
facilities can take 
wliat’s owed in 
back rent but if 

there’s money 
left over, the 

the balance. 
Otherwise, the 
balance goes 


YOU NEVER KNOW 
lATYOU'RE 
GOING TO GET. 

OUANE O’DELL 


Most bidders 

focus on the stufll not the people behind 
the stuff - though occasionally there are 
some obvicxis reminders. In Wesoninstcr, 
the manager jimmies open one of the metal 
doors and suddenly we’re looking at a 
mountain of household goods, most of it out arm 
children’s bcloi^ijigs. One box is marked the tidii 
"Dylan’s toys," and I spy a Christmas stocking crowd, 
with "Dyian ’■ etched acmss die top. 

Ortega rccendy liad trouble moving 
children’s stuff at die New Hampshire 
auction house where he resells goods. That 
may be why he passes on this one. ’The unit 
goes for SU5 tn Duane O’Dell of Arlii^ton. 

Vt., who sCaned attending auctions about 
six months ago out of curiosity, 

"Anybody that tries to make a living 


doing this is crazy," O’Dell tells me. Before 
today, he'd bought IS or 16 units, by his 
estimate. By the end of the morning he’s 
added three more to the KsL He’s seen dead 
live rodents — not a big deal; 
intheanimol-control business 
- and estimatesthatone out of every tliree 
units contains pornography. 

Still, ’It’s sort of like Christmas 
morning." O’Dell saya of his new hobby. 
“You neverknow what you're going to get." 

O'Dell carries 
a heavy-duty 
flashlight that he 
aims into every 
storage unit, and 
his pockets arc 
foil of a tangle 
of locks. After 
the bidding is 
complete at each 
unit the facility 
manager yanks 
the sliding door 
down a^in. The 
winning bidder 
must lock up and 
can't come back 
CO examine the 
contents until 
aftCT he's settled 
up. 

Tbward the end of the morning, Ortega 
brings up the old adage ahotn money: 'You 
have to have it to make iL" O'Dell’s three 
units total 31125, but he estimates that Che 
most expensive — an SB 50 bid — will chum 

unhs. and Maglio calb out to the 
lot of nice product, folks. Don’t 
miss the opportunity." 

Thb. after all, is what brin^ people back 
CO auctions again and again: opportunity. 
Ortega says that in tough economic times 
it’s an altranpt to make a little money, even 
if the auctions ore a gamble. 

O’Dell looks giddy after his big buy. "I 
chink I need to slow down a little." be says, 

But he doesn’t. Once the Westminster 


auction b over, everyone piles in their cars 
and heads south. The same crowd, with the 
same auctioneer, reconvenes in Bratcleboro. 
wHctc the group eagerly speculates about 
the possible contents of a massive shipping 


"Hicre’s probably a Corvette in there." 
someone jokes. Suddenly it doesn’t feel 
that improbable, because by Clicn I’m 
wondering Just what docs someone store in 
a unit this ske? 

Not much, it turns out Once the door 
opens. I puzzle at a laige stack of whal 
Bf^cars to he flooring before Maglio 
explains that it’s part of a bowling alley. 
The unit goes for $100. and Ortega and 
Moore agree it’s a good buy. 

It b possible Co make money at this. 

In focL Moore says he makes about $600 
a week. He abo buys at estate sales and 
has been a regular vendor at Che Ncwfanc 
flea market for years. Ortega is newM’ 
to the biz and is taking classes to learn 
more about the value of different kinds 
of jewelry. Both men try to turn around 
their purchases quickly. Some items go In 
consignment shops or eBay, and many get 
doled out at the New Hampshire auction 
house tliat M<x)re and Ortega frequent. 

But today, the men leave empty handed, 
and don’t succumb to the frenzy of last- 
minute bidding that drives one soerain^y 
vmrthlcss unit up to $20a 

Igetconflictingadvice from Moore: You 
have to he cautious. But you have Co cake 
some gambles. But most of all, he says, start 
slow. 

“If you get rightinlo it you’ll start piling 
stuff up instead of turning stuff over," he 
says. And tliafs a recipe for eodit^ up 
on another A&E cbssic: the TV show S 
’■Hoarders."® 5 


AOtKionalreportingcontrOiuied Oy 
Natalie DiBissio. 








This Land Is Your Land 

Mobile-home owners find cooperatives the way to roll |j£^ . 

ayPAULHEINTZ 


F or years. Henry Benedict and his 
neighbors hatUed die owner of 
die Rwanton mobile-home park 
^ where they live. They fought ovct 

R rent increases. They fought over water 
5 and sewage fees. They fought over main- 

^ Then, one day last May, Benedict 
and die 26 other families who live in the 
Homestead Acres mobile-home park 
^ received letters in the mail sayii® the 
2 owner was putting the SO-acrc property 
9 up for sale. So they did somethii^ crazy: 
2 They formed aco-opandbou^t the place 
S thom.seives. 

■'Everything happened real fast for us." 
says Benedict who works for the town of 
^ Highgate's recreation departmenL "There 

2 When the newly named Homestead 
^ Acres Cooper^ve closed on the property 
in December, it joined the leadir^ edge of 
a national movement to empower mobile- 
home residents by iK'lping them buy the 
pniperdes on which they live. Last month, 
a mobile-home park in Milton joined 
^ Homestead Acres and a park in Windsor to 
5 become die third cooperatively owned park 
s; established in Vermont in recent years. 

<l( The emerpng trend is a significant 


development for the nearly 7000 Vermont 
families who live in mobile-home parks. 
While 80 percent of diem own tlieir dwell- 
ings, 70 parent live in for-prnfit parks 
where they have Utdc levcrap; over the 
rent they pay for their lots. Despite the 
name, ranbUe-bomes aren't aJ) that cheap 
or easy to move, so when rent goes up or 
the park changes hands, residents are left 
hoping for the best 

"We're kind of stuck here," says 
Benedict, rifling on a recliner in the living 
room of the 14-by-80-foot home he pur- 
chased a decade aga. "Ifyou live in a trailer, 
you cant just pick up and move." 

Cindy Shambu, a ncigM>or of Benedict’s 
end a cashier at die St Albans Kannaford, 
sits on a couch across the room and pushes 
one of Benedict's two cats offher shoulder. 

"We are stuck here," she agrees. "But 
now we're making it better, so we don’t 
mind being stuck here," 

The way Benedict tells it. the story of 
Homestead Acres is Cliat of a bunch of 
disconnected nc^hbors who fou^t their 
landlord as individuals for years without 
much success. Only when they banded 
together and formed a community associa- 
tion did they realize they had the power to 
demand fairtrcaiment. 


'tine on one, [the property owner] 
always seemed to win. When we formed 
an organization, it looked like we were 
winnings litde more," Benedict says. 

Dan Shcdrick, a nd^bor who works 
at the SL Albans Rcnl-A-Ccntor, says 
"Botinm line, we became a pain in [the 
property owner’s] rear. He just didn’t want 
to deal with iL When he realized he bad 26 
people to deal with instead uf one or two at 
a dme. he decided he gut in over his head 
anddedded toscU the park." 

John Wilkinft who co-owned the park 
and whose company, Neville Companies, 
managed it disagrees with his fomicr ten- 
ants on most counts He says lie treated 
them fairly, followed the letter of the law 
and did not raise rent excessively. But 

“Mobile-home park residents arc about 
the most difficult residential tenants you 
can posribly iiave. Everyune has a story, 
and poiplc don’t wont to pay rent on time. 
I’ve been dealing with those stories for 12 
or IS years and I was a little fed up with 
them.” says Wilking who still owns three 
other parks in Vermont "It was a good 
investment but it was time to go. We had 
been really good Boy Scouts but bad got 


nothing but pain in return. So it was time 
togu" 

Thanks to strong ivnant-protcction 
laws in Vermont once die residents of 
Homestead Acres learned of Wilking's 
intention to sell they had 4S days to 
decide whether they wanted to seek 
out a nonprofit buyer - or to purchase 
the place themselves. Working with the 
Champlain Valley Office of Economic 
Opportunity’s Mobilc-liome Project, 
they learned about the co-op model and 

As .Shcdrick recalls. “At first there were 
some people who stood back and kind of 
questioned the motive and questkined 
the whole security thing, making sure 
we weren’t going to be belly floppi® and 
blowing a whole lot of money." 

But. worldly with CVOEO, the resi- 
dents were able to draw* on the expertise 
- and, more importandy, the caintal - 
provided by a pair of inil-of-statc organi- 
zations working to rqilieate the success of 
a New Hampshire program that has con- 
verted 100 mobile-home parks into co-ops 
rince 1984. 

Sarali Woodward, of CVOEO’s Mobile 
Home Project, explains diat for years op- 
tions were limited for residents whose 



parks went on the market Typit aHy, her 
office would help find a nonprofit hous- 
ing organization willing to buy the park 
in iiucstion, but in recent years, those 
organizations have been pulling back from 
mobile-home parks. 

In September 2010, when the Bunker 
HDl Mobile Horae Park in Windsor was 
faced with closure, CVOEO decided to 
explore the possibility of importing the 
co-op mtxiel to Vermont. It sought as- 
sistance from the Massachusetts-based 
Cooperative Development Institute, which 
provides technicai assistance: and from the 
New Hampshire-based ROC USA, which 
supplies low-interest loans. 

“AVc knew that we could manage 
ourselves better than an outsider," says 
David Phrman. a Bunker Hill resident whu 
helped lead the cffiirtto purchase the com- 
munity. "We're here; we know what needs 
to be done; we seething” 

When Bunker HiU closed the deal 
in June 2011, hccuming Bunker Hill 
Community Ctx)perative. it became the 
first mobile-home co-op in Vermont in 
18 years — and it would be a model fiar 
Homestead Acres in Swanton. 

Advocates of the co-op model say the 
benefits are myriad. 

"First and foremost is. it’s a pretty much 


instantaneous form of achlcvii^ some 
form of rent coruroL" says Jeremiah Ward 
of the Cooperative Development Institute, 
whoworked with hot]) tire Bunker Hill and 
Homestead Acres ettmmunities. "When 
residents own their own parks, if they’re 
going to raise their rents on themselves, 
it’s for something that’s correlated with an 
actual increase in quality of life." 

Typically, every family living in the 


community can choose to buy a member- 
ship for a onetime fee of anywhere from 
SlOfl to S500. This allows them a vote on 
the cooperative's board and a say in rent, 

rules, 

"It’s very empowering, because people 
who may have never met each other 
before are working alongside one another. 


becomii^ new friends, getting the op- 
portunity to raise their voice and use their 
skills. It's an amazinK thii^ (o see." Ward 

After tignaling their intention to buy 
Homestead Acres, Benedict. Sharabo and 
Shedrick had 90 days to convince a major- 
ity of thdr nei^bors to Join the co-op and 
make anofier. 

"Wegnt them just in the nick of time to 


stop thesaie." Benedict says. 

After securing financing from 
ROC USA. the community purcliased 
Homestead Acres for $780,000 and closed 
the deal on December 1. It borrowed an 
additional $25,000 as a cushion for im- 
mediate maintenance needs and other 
expenses. And. while rent has increased 
from S$75 a month to S$85. residents 


say theyfre fine with that — because they 
made the decision themselves, and they 
believe they’U be able to lower that figure 
in the future. 

'Tt'snotgoing togoup. It's only going to 
go down," Shedrick says. 

The experience has broi^t the com- 
munity together. Residents are bopir^ to 
h(Jd regular barbecues and lawn sales this 
summer. And they’re already talking about 
tryingto build a safe place fur kids to play in 
the park - once they take care of mixc im- 
mediate needs, such as mpavingthe roads. 

T^ow people are getting together 
more often, talkingraore." Benedict says, 
"People are getting to know each other.” 

When we leave Benedict's trailer and 
wait fromoneendof thepaikli> thetXhcr, he 
points out a sewage system the communiQ' 
has been \w>rldng to inqn-os'e and a pump 
house that needed n£!w ffipcs and chbrina- 
tots. He talks about the cciuiiunity’s efforts 
to fill a couple of vacant lots and the possiUI- 
ityofeventually building new lots. 

Ifs not easy running the park on their 
own. Benedict says, but it's worth iL 

"We were always living on pins and 
needles before," Benedict adds. ’’It’s like 
a sigh of relief, because you don’t have to 
worry about a iener coming in the mail 
saying you're being evicted." ® 


l[NI]ESIDENlS0WNlHEII101PMS,IFlHEy'llE 

GDINGlOemSETIIEieeENlSONTIIEMSELyES, 

IT'S FOR SOMETHINGTHAT'SCORRELATEDWITH 
AN ACTUAL INCREASE IN QUMY OF LIFE. 
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Prophet and Loss 

Environmentalist James Howard Kunstlerhasa new worry: "techno-narcissism" 


R adfcal environmentalist Janies Howard Kunstler shares an Old Testament 
prophetic shdck with radical abolitionist Jcdin Brown — who Kunstler 
extolled in a recent blog post. Just as Brown thundered righteously against 
slavery and foretold itsend in a bloody cataclysm, so ttKi does Kunstler call 
down damnation on today's cunsumerist and car-centric society, which, he predicts, 
will soon meet its doom. 

The author of five novels and 10 nonfiction books. Kunsder, 63, ranks as the 
country’s foremost enUe of all things suburban His influenUal 1994 polemic, 
The Geography of Nowhere, attacked suburbia on cultural and social as well as 
environmental grounds Kunsder drew further coacluiions about the unsuslainability 


of automobile dependence in The Long Emergency (3005). m which he argues that 

Bis forthcoming book. Too Much Magic, will examine what Kunsder describes as 
the ‘'lechao-aarcissistic~ view that Amencan ingenuity will ward off the worst effects of 
climate change and produce altercate forms of energy that will allow the country to remaia 
aiBuentandcosseted 

Seveit Days interviewed Kunstler by telephone in advance of an upcoming lecture at 
the Hmversity of Vennont enSded “The End of Oieap Energy " He spoke from hii home 
m Greenwich, NY, about 15 miles from his former town of residence, Saratoga Spnngs 


I 


SEVEN DAYS: Why did you move? 

JAMES HOWARD KUNSTLER; I (bund a place with 
two or tliree Sal acres where Icangarden and that’s within 
walkingdistanceoftlicvUlageorGreenwich. Saratoga was 
getting too expensive fur me, 

SD: You're giving a talk next week at the 
University of Vermont. Whatls it about? 

JHK; 111 lay out the need for new arrangements of 
daily life that are way bejund what many people can 
imagine today. I'll examine die croxy idea dial we can 
switch the typeof fuels we use and still keep all our shit 
running. I'll attack die notion that we can run Walmart 
on wind, solar and algae. That's pari of the bundle of 
delusions that's very dangerous and is going to get us 
mtoalot of trouble. 

The truth is 
that none of the 
alternate fuels we 
know about now will 
provide us with evai 
a fraction of the power needed to run aO the systems 
and subsystems rec|uired for American life as currently 
configured. It's impossible, really. 

SD: But there's all this talk now about vast new 
reserves of fossil fuels available in shale and in 
the Canadian tar sands. 

JHK; It's bullshit. It's complete nonsense to think we 
can become energy independent in terms ofoil ondgas. 
Tlie energy from die tnr sands is not alot in comparison 
to the way the worid uses energy. 

The assumption that oil and gas will ranain 
abundant or that we can keep living in die same way 
with other types of energy reflects die delusional 
thinking that’s su prevalent nuw. And I include the 
environmental community in chat. 



Every year I go to theAspei Environmental Forum, 
whichis aga theringof elite figures in theaivirotimental 
movement. They don’t want to talk about making other 
arrangements hut instead about how we can keep 
runningcars by odier means. They don’t see that we're 
going to have to inhabit die hndscape very differendy 
than we do at present. 

■We’ve spent the last half century 
constructing an armature for daily 
life dial has no future. And that 
fact is going to create at 
enormous psycliokigicnt 
problem. We’re so 
invested in the current 
arrangements at 
every level that the 
process of letting go 
will be very hard. 

I would 

characterize our 
psychological 
problem as one of 
techno-narcissism. 

It's the belief dial 
technology is going 

SD: You don't think 
Americans will be driving 
electric cars some years from 

JHK; There’s no way we’re going to electrify the 
current American car fleet There will be some electric 
cars for a while. Some people will be able to get them, 
but motoring will become more and more an elite 
activity Chat will he greatly resented by people who con 
no longer afbrd it 


We're going to become a far less aflluent society. It's 
already happening. Municipalities are guinghrnke, and 
they won’t be able to maintain the fabulously elaborate 
road systems they’ve got now. There will be a triage 
process whereby some roads just don’t get fixed. 

The oiergy problem ties into the capital-formation 
problem. There will be less capital available for buying 
cars on insCafiment. which is how most 
Americans buy them now. 

We need walkable communities 
and much butter public 
transportation. And that had 
better include conventional 
railroads, because we’re 


SO: Burlington 
specIfKally and 
Vermont generally 
see themselves as 
environmentally 
progressive. Yet at the 
same time, there's a lot 
of resistance to dense 
development, which 
would seem to be necessary 
if we're going to overcome 
suburban sprawl. 

JHK; We're going to reach a point 
where our municipal planning codes will 
be completdy ignored. Cities won’t be able to afford 
aiforcement personnel. Attitudes will necessarily 
change. 

[The I9th-cencury German philosopher Arthur] 
Scliopenhauer traced die way epochal change occurs 
in society. He said radical new kJuas are ridiculed at 


first, then they're violently suppressed 
and eventually they’re accepted as 
sdf-evidenc Well see that unfold 
with the recognition that suburbia and 
everytliingcunnccted with it Is in n state 
offailure. 


BURLINGTONJYTHE 
WAYJSNTSi>ECIAL, 
AllD NEITHER IS 


SARATOGA. IHE 

ouismsoFeoeiiNeiw 
lOOK HE HACKENSACK. 


It’s happening with die national 
retail chain model We’re about to see 
Sears go out ofbusiness. It's not the first, 
and it won' t be the last 

Burlington, hy the way, isn't special, 
and neither is Saratoga. The outskirts of 
Burlington took like Hackensack. 

SD: What will a gallon of gas cost a 
year from now? 

JHK; The price of oil wBl be very 
volatile. When it gtws liigli enough, it 
will start to crush economies, which 


wiU lead to huge demand destruction 
and thus a fall in price. 

SD: What do you think of the 
efforts of someone like Vermont 
environmentalist Bill McKibben. who 
led the successful round of protests 
against the Keystone pipeline that 
would bring oil from Canadian tar 
sands to Texas refineries? 

JHK; I'm not sure the Keystone pipeline 
is in itself all that meaningful. It's 
actually of largely symbolic value. But 
this is not to put down BiS, who I think 
isavaliant environmental warrior. 
SD:Doyou drive a car from Greenwich 
to visit friends inSaratoga? 

JHK; I do drive to Saratoga. There's no 
odier way to get there. I've got to drive 
to Burlington for the same reason. 

Rail isn't even part of the political 
discussion in Vermont or anywhere 
else. Nobody gives a shit about it. The 
attitude is "It's all guod, so let's go out 
and get another Ben & Jerry's cone." ® 


H James Howard Kunsterwill snare hs 
vision or Americas future in a lecture 
titled The End of Cheap Energy' an 
Wednesday. March M. at the University of 

open totiv public. 

hostinga series oT talks on the future or 
energy. Complete schedule on weD version. 
Info, uvm.eOu/'cfvt/ 
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On the Block 

Fancy a toque? These eateries are looking for new owners 

BY CORIN HIRSCH 


I t Itnppons: A local hangout abutters its 
doors after a slow year. A chef decides 
she wants to move out of state. A popular 
diner goes bust after a crisis in the family. 
Vermont's landscape is dotted with the eateries 
of times past - empty spaces still filled 
with the tables, bar stools and ovens ofa previous life, 
but watting like orphans for loving new owners. 

The restaurants for sale in Vermont are 
not aiways empty, however. In this sagging 
economy, some go on the block while still in 
operation. In real estate listings, they’re billed 
as turnkey businesses, some with their identities 
concealed — such as die "full operational pizzeria" 
for sale in Burlington or the "family-owned Italian 
restaurant with over 40 years of history" for sale in 
Shelburne. 

The difficulties of selling a restaurant in this 
economy can be myriad, according to Peter Yee. an 
agent with Redstone who specializes in restaurant 
deals. "Sometimes people have an inflated value of 



A RANGE OF SPACES AWAIT 
ACROSS THE STATE. 


what they’re trying to sell. But the banks are also 
not lending as freely as they did in the past," he says. 
"Sometimes, sellers are having to finance the sale 
themselves." 

Prospective restaurateurs are still chasing the 
dream, though. Case in point; fit. Johnsbury's 
Elements Food and Spirit was for sate for many 
moons before the owners decided to shutter 
the restaurant last December. The closure was 
crushing for local foodies, but word came just this 
week that new owners are hoping to start a resto 
inside the stunning 150-year-old riverside mill. 
The agent for the deal, Mary Scott of Parkway 
Realty Associates, says she can't divulge details fur 
another few weeks. 

If you're kinetic enoufdi to take on the 
grueling life of a chef or restaurateur, a 
range of spaces await across the state. All come 
with commercial kitchens; some have perks such 
as riverside decks, built-in clientele or, best of all, 
location, location, location. ® 


s 



Currant business: Saigon Bistro 
Address; 119 College Street. Burlington 
Building size: 1800 square feet 
For sale; Business andequipment 
Price; $89,000 

The deal: The current 50-seat eatery 
opened in tliis space two years ago, but 
die family that owns it wants to move 
on. They prefer diat potential buyers 
contact their agent, Redstone, radier 
than coming in to look around during 
business hours. 

Features: The restaurant boasts an 
attractive, historic facade and a stellar 
location - its huge windows look 
out on College Street, and it’s a two- 
minute walk from Church Street. All 
ftimishings, fixtures and equipment 
in the full commercial kitchen are 
included. 

RumorS; Miglit dtis be the home of 
Burlington’s next vegetarian restaurant? 
Time will teU. 



Current business; Jay's Restaurant 
and Pizzeria 

Address; Mad River Green, 114 Route 
lOO.Waitsfield 

Building size: 270U square feet 
For sale: Business and equipment 
Price: $115,000 

The deal; Chef-owner Walter Brink 


opened this homey eatery two 
decades ago and has served 
up thousands of breakfasts, 
lunches and dinners since 
then — as well as maintaining 
a busy catering buaness. 
“I’w; been here for 21 years, 
and I’m just tired and need to 
do something different," says 
Brink. He recently lowered 
the price from $170,000. “I’m 
eager to sell," he adds, and 
thinks the 80-seat eatery’s 
prime position will serve 

Features: A varied, lively clientele 
that includes tourists and locals. “We’re 
at the end of the VAST [VeTnont 
Association of Snow Travelers] trail, and 
that's a good part of cajr [winter] lunch 
business," says Brink. Full commercial 
kitchen and all inventory ore Included. 


§ 




FOOD LOVER? ® 

GETYOURFILLQNLINE 


LISTEN IN ON LOCAL FOODIES... 

9R0WSE REAnER REVIEWSOF 800* RESTAURAFfTS AT SEVENDAYSVT.tOM/FOOCI 
FtECISTERTOJOINOLIRBITECLUB YOVaCET FOOD NEWS IN YOUR l^en« 




LOOK UP RESTAURANTS ON YOUR PHONE: 


CONNEETTOMSeVCNOAYSVT.COM UN ANY ; 
CELLFHONE Atvn FIND LOCAL F4STAURANTS i 
CUISINE. FINONEARSV EVENTS MOVIES ANRI 
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I I BY CORIN HIRSCH & ALICE LEVITT 


Rising Profile 

BAKERY AND CAFE TO OPEN 
IN ESSEX 

The prime real estate left 
empty early this year by 
Rustko’s won't remain 
dormant long. As soon as 
May, die space in the essex 
SHO n>ES& CINEMA will be home 
to a new bakery and cafe. 

According to arno sievers. 
director of food and beverage 
at the ESSEX culmart resorts, 
SPA, construe don has already 
begun on the essex bake a 

Sievers and the Essex’s 
executivechef, shawn 
CAU.EY, will oversee the 
new restaurant, which will 
be open kir breakfast and 
lunch. Croissants, danishes 
and quiche will be among 
the morningofferings. At 
luncli, Sievers says, the shop 
will serve sandwiches on 
homemade sourdou^ bread, 
along with soups. 

Espressos, lattes and 
cappuccinos are likely to 
attract a grown-up caf^ 
crowd, but diere's something 
special for younger folks, too: 
a creemee machine that will 
exirudesoft-serve ice cream 
year-round. 


daily classes at die resort 
regularly fillup. Asmall 
retail selivtion of high-end 
kitchen tools at the cafe will 
help students replicate their 
handiwork at home. 


The bake shop will close 
in the late afternoon to 
prepare for evening cook- 
ing courses. Sievers says 
he hopes die spot will host 
classes on subjects such as 
artisan bread makmg and 
cupcakes at least three times 
a week, but he'll hold them 


Sievers and Galley are 
currently interviewing 
pastry chefs for die new 
establishment. It's a big 
job: The location will also 
serve as a retail bakery, 
making birthday and 
special-occasion pastries 
and even wedding cakes. 
Things arc about to get 


In Pizza Verita 


N FORMER 



Sunshine and 
Hoppiness 

DROP-IN BREWING COMES 
TO MIODLEBURY 
During die 17 years dial 
Salisbury 's American brewers 
GUILD has besi training 
aspiring brewers, interest 
has soared so dramaticBlIy 
that the scliooTs courses and 
apprenticeships are btuked 

SIDCOISHES »P.41 


When Burlington’s isg bistro closed in 
December, the notices in the window 
suggested It might be just for renovnckins. 
1\inis out tliat was only part of die story. 
The inside of the St. Paul Street space 
has become a tangle of construction, and 
two new partners are busy fitting it out 
as a whole diffe’ent eatery, anchored by a 
two-ton, wood-fired oven in which they 11 
cook audicntic Neapolitan pixzo. 

Owners JOHN rao and LESLIE wells expect 
their business, pizzeria verita, to be open 
by April. Their motto: 'The truth is in die 
douj^L" 

Rao says he has spent years perfecting 
the crust for a Crue-to-tradidon Neapolitan 
pizza, a distinct and revered style defined 
by a thin, airy, sometimes-charred crust 
and simple, fresh toppings. "It took me 
awhile to figure it out," says Rao of the 
emst. whicli he eventually mastered with 
Aniico Molino Capubi Tipo 00 pizza flour 
from Italy and a "slow rise" of 24 l<i 36 

Inside a TOO-degree oven, 
the pies cook in 90 seconds and 
emerge blistered. Then they're 
lopped with Ober-fresh ingredi- 
ents — San Marzano tomatoes, 
freshorhufala mozzarella, fresh 
herbs, prosciutto, arugula, broc- 
coli robe, fennel sausage, or other 
local meats and cheeses. Atone 
ofRao's private tastings, he stys. 
a hurraca-copped pie prompted 
an acquaintance to invest in 
the new buidness on die spot. 
“People would tell me. There's 
nothing like this crust,”' says Rao, 
brimming with energy. 

Wells has studied Nc^iliian pizza 
at kestEpezabyino in New York City, an 
American center of the tradition. "You 
keep it simple, and all of the flavors pop” 
she says. 

The Verita menu will also feature salads 
created by Chez Panisse-trained amy bacon. 



and the owners have "exciting things" 
planned for the bar. They wont disclose 
the details just yet. saying only, “It will be a 
first for Vermont." 

Rao and Wells met more than two de- 
cades ago when both worked at the SRiow 
SALOON - he as a clief, she as a manager. 
Rao eventually went into real estate, while 
Wells owned the piriple knights pizza, lata* 
FK cafE, in Colchester, which closed Iasi 
year. In a reprise of tlieir oripnal roles, 

Rao will lielm the kitclieit — at least at first 
- and Wells will manage die front of die 
house, along with the former tiwner of the 
hdoved chicken bow cafE, davidabdoo, who 
will serve as general manager. 

To lighten up die ambiance, the 
partners have busted through the nurdi 
wall to create a bank of arched windows 
and built long wooden benches along some 
of the walls. They plan to scatter some 
ferm tables among die traditional two- and 
ftmr-tops. "We want to bring auihenticicy 
to this fun, hip environment," Wells says. 

Both Rao and Wells think the eatery 
will blend well with neighboring res- 
taurants, including AMERICAN FLATBWAD 
— suRUNGTONWARTH, just down the Street. 
“It's a whole different product. It will be a 
good complement," says Rau. 

For now, they’re awaiting the arrival of 
di«r massive Gianni Acunto oven. Widi 
the help of the Italian tomatoes and flour, 
“We're trying to fool die dough into think- 
ing it's in Naples." Rao quips. 



Have yoiir 'Cake aiid 
Eat it too with... 
Skinny I^ncake Catering 

Way more than just oepes! 


From business luncheons to wedding 
bninches, breaktast to bar service, 
we do it all! 


Contact Kelly, ourOirectorof Catering 
at caterlng&eliinnypancake.com 
or 802-540-0131 


Chubby Muffin 


C'biibliy Mnfflns, 
Skinnj’ lYices. 

Turn! 

SSOekSt, Old North End, Burlington 


Schedule a To 
Request Infom 
Get Social with 

atlon 

us 



Special Offers available online at 

www.obriensavedainstitute.org 
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rap from City Motke 


Ve&e-taM'an shi£ 


Market 


We make our own 
Corned Beef for you 

Local beef 

with no added nitrates ^ 

Open Daily 8 to 8 
(802) 872-8288 


Last Chance 

to Ski and Ride on us! 


Mouth Watering Images ^ 

■ Food Photography 

• Product Shots 

• Meadshots 

George Soule^ 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

www.georgetoules.com 

802496.9102 




MARCH SPECIAL 

25% OFF 


food 
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Previous business Samos Cocina 
Laiina 

Address: 31l Mountain Road, Stuwe 
Building size: 7954 square feet 
Lot size: 0.S5 acres 
For sale: Building and land 
Price: S2.2 million 
Other fees: $ 13 , .198.44 annual taxes 
The deal: Chef/owncr Miguel Garda 
Lt^z idiuttered Santos last year, 
breaking the heart of anyone who had 
savored his Latin-infle«ed fare. Garda 
and his wife, Maria Elena Jimenez 
currently divide their time between 
Puerto Rico and Stowe, where they still 
own a home. But they'd like to sell this 
property, which, prior to Santos, held 
the French bistro Mes Amis. (It was 
razed in 2005.) The land is certainly 
full of good juju from amazing meals 
gone by. 

Features: The soaring, 77-seat ilining 
room and baron the main floor are filled 
with U^t and ambience. Downstairs are 
an ofBce, walk-in cooler, full commercial 
kiodren. private dining area and wine 
cellar. On the third floor, three furnished, 
one-bedroom apanments have flat- 
screen televisions and gas fireplaces. 



Current business: The Rusty Nail Bar 
& Grille 

Address: 1190 Mountain Road, Stowe 
Building size: 9500 square feet 
Lot size: 3.9 acres 

For sale: Business, building and land 
Price: S1.95 million 
Other fees: $26,8I0 annual taxes 
The deal: The ori^al Rusty Nail used 
CO share a building on this spot with 
Stowe Playhouse, but tliat structure 


burned to the ground in 1994. Two years 
later, it wos rebuilt by then-owner Bobby 
Roberts. Roberts sold it to the current 
owne's in 2004, and they hate had the 
Rusty Nail on offer, albeit on the down- 
low, for months. Business is flourishing, 
however, under chef Michael Wemeke 
and manager Kate Wise. The mechanical 
bull may be long gone, but the apres-ski 
scene rages on here. 

Features: The price includes asizable 
kit as well as a full commercial kitchen, 
wraparound deck, performance space 
and built-in cx-het as one of Stowe's 
main apr^-ski iqxits. The pust-and- 
beam building underwent a major 
renovation in 2005. The listing calls 
this "truly a turnkey business” with 100 
parking spots. 



Previous business: John Egan's Big 

World Piibii Grill 

Address: 8 Route 17, Waitsfield 

Building size: 5247 square feet 

Lot size: 0.9 xres 

For sale: Buildingand land 

Price: $525,000 

other fees: $11,931 annual taxes 
The deal: Egan's Big World was a 
longtime local and skier hangout 
where weekend lines were common. 
(Previously, the space held another 
beloved local pub, Gallagher's.) 
Gerry Nouney, who is now the food 
and beverage director at Sugarbush 
Resort, used to co-own the business 
and still remembers it fondly. “I've 
been cooking all my life in some hi(^- 
end places, and I've never worked a 
nicer kitchen than there is there.” says 
Nooney. Even when Egan's was busy, 
he says, the kitchen's intuitive design 
ensured "it was never stressful. It just 
works." Built in 1960, this structure 
underwent a renovation in 2005. Many 
locals would love to see this Mad River 
Valley landmark reopened. 

Features: The building includes a full 
commercial kitthen, laige office space, 
one-bedmom apartment and retail 
space. It sits m a prominent, high-traffic 
location at the ina-rseciion of Routes 
100 and 17. 
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for several years to cwne. 
“There's a lot of growth and 
expansion in craft brewing, 
and brewers need trained 
people to nil the vacancies," 
soys owner steve parkes. 
who rents out space in local 
breweries for instruction. 

Soon he’ll be able to train 
many of chose students at 

the DROP-IN BREWING COMPANY, 
a IS-barrel craft brewery 
inMiddlebury owned by 
Parkes and liis wife, oiristme 

MCKEEVER-PARKES, whidi will 

serve as both a commercial 
brewery and a teaching 

“(The system] is going to 
be used to train students at 
the Brewers Guild, but we 
mi(dit as weil use it to make 
beer." says Parkes. whose 
28 years in brewing and 


education have included 
sdnts atbreweries in his 
native En^andas weD as at 

California's HUMBDLDTBREWS 

and Middlebury's oytercreek 

BREWING. 

That experience has given 
Parkes a crystal -clear idea of 
the fiagdiip ale he'd like to 
produce- “People generally 
like the malty character of 
German-style beers. They 
like the hoppy flavorof 
Cascade — American — 
hops.” be says, "And they like 
Bdpan-style flavors from 
Belgian yeast" So Drop-In’s 
signature, year-round brew. 
Sunshine & Happiness, will 
be akin to a Belgian golden 
ale that balances those three 
elements. “Balance is key. No 
one flavor should dominate 


the other," says Parkes of his 
brewing phiktsophy, 

As for accompanying 
seasonal ales. “We’ll go with 
the mood that strikes us," he 
says. All beers will be soid on 
the premises in growlers as 
well as on draft locally, 
Parkesexpccts much of 
his et|uipment to arriw some 
time inAprfl. and die brewery 
on Route 7 South — which 
wiS also include a lasting 
room — to c^jen this spring 

Crumbs 

LEFTOVER FOOD NEWS 
Don't look for a diner in 
downtown St Albans. The 

South Main Street closed 
last Sunday. “It wasn’t doing 
die business 1 needed it to.” 
ecpiains owner tom suoijes. 


His other restaurant the 
ST ALBANS DMER on Swanton 
Road, continues to serve 
French toast wrtgis and fried 
seafoixi dinners. 


Industry types headed to 

the NEW ENGLAND FOOD SHOW 

may want to check out a 
familiar face. The Vermont 
Chamlier of Commerce’s 
2011 Chef of the Year, tom 
BIVINS of crop bistro, will cook 
at [he Boston Convention & 
Exhibition Center on March 
13, representing die Graeii 
Mountains as one of New 
England's GreaKst Chefe. 

“We're very excited to 
have Tbm, and we've heard 
great things about him," says 
show director Bob Callalum. 
“We think he'll be a great 
draw forourevent.” 


□ 


Follow us on Twitter for me latest food gossip! 
CerInHirscnrfflatesupper Alice Levitt ffaliceeats 



Current business: Country Pantry 
Diner 

Address: 951 Main Street, Fairfax 
Building size: 5000 square feet 
Lotsize: 0.9 acres 
For sale: Business 
Price: $79,000 (recently reduced) 

The deal: This thriving breakfast- 
and-lunch spot is “the only sit-down 
restaurant in the wholearea," according 
to agent Peter Yee. The 111-seat 
restaurant has been Country Pantry for 
more than 15 years, offering new owners 
a built-in advantage. Sales average 
S60.000 per month. Yee says. 

Features: It's a turnkey business with 
Iiwal clientele, a ftdl cunmerciai kitchen 
and a huge basement with storage. It 
has a visible location on Route 104 and a 
patio with 35 seats. 


Previous business: The Hideaway 
Restaurant 

Address: is Kellogg Road. Essex 
Junction 

Building size: 2600 square feet 
Lot size: 0.9 acres 
For sale: Business 
Price: $249,000 
Lease rate: S25(K) per nxmch 
The deal: The tuo-floor dining area 
is full of light and unusual curves. The 
condo complex it's in has food vibes, 
t«i — before the Hideaway, it held 
the Eclipse Grill and, prior to ihaL the 
Wilson Inn. However, the building is 
decidedly out of the way. 

Features: All ftumiture and commercial 
kitchen are included. Seller financing is 
available. 

Previous business: East Ender 
Restaurant 


Address; 442 Woodstock Road (Route 
4), Woodstock 

Building size: 3300 square feet 
For sale: Building (condo) 

Price: $270,000 
Other fees: $4582 annual taxes 
The deal: The 124-seat local hangout was 
a well-loved place ui grob a plate of cider- 
cured ribs or cliicken schnitzd - tiinc is, 
until iedosed in the spring ur20U. Before 
its life as the East Ender, the space held 
Wild Grass, another popular reslo. It’s 
partof a largir condominium complex. 
Features Huge windows fill die 
space with light. There's a spacious lull 
commercial kitchen, walk-in coolers and 
parking for 40 cars. The front deck seats 
24, and the restaurant also has a privaCe- 
funedon room, @ 


"Best Japanese Oinino " 
— Saveur Magazine 



San Sai 

Japanese Restaurant 

Reservations Recommended 
1 1 2 Lake Street 
Burlington 

862-2777 


OPEN SEVEN DAYS 
FROM 1 1 AM 




Monday 

PUNET BURGER $6 
FEATURED VERMONT 
DRAUGHT $3 

Tuesday 

TRAPP BEER 

BATTERED FISH & CHIPS $9 
TRAPP LAGER $3 


Wednesday 

GRILLED CHICKEN 
& DUMPLINGS $9 
LONGTRAIL DRAUGHT $3 
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“1 

WANT^ 

TO DO« 

THAT!” j 

Of 

course 
you do' 

BOW MEOW 
Pet Grooming School 
Spring Session begins 

Mwxh 26,2012 
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HAVE YOU 

RECEIVED THE 
YELLOW FEVER 
VACCINE? 

HELP US DEVELOP A VACCINE 
^ FOR DENGUE FEVER 



• A 1 year siudy with two doses 
of vaccine or plocebo 

• Healthy oduhs 18-50 

• Screening visit, dosing visits 
and follow up visits 

• Up to 52,1 20 compensation 

For more information and 
scheduling, leave your 
name, phone number, and 
a good lime to call bock. 


B 


UNIVERSITY 
°/ VERMONT 


Call 656-0013 or 

fax 656-0881 or email 

VaccineTestingCenterduvm.edu 


Sweet 

Sponsorship 

A new Mad River Valley business offers up mapie trees and products for "adoption" 



T wo weeks ago, unseasonably 
warm weiither brougiu a 
surprise boom in maple pro- 
duction. In Fayston, Robert 
Vasseur’s 5500 taps produced about 
100 gallons of syrup in two days. Then 
the cold returned. Last week, the final 
vestigesofthat sap were fruaen upstairs 
in the sugarliouse the Vasseur family lias 
used since 1932. 

Robert Vasseur was bom that same 
year. His parents put their infant son in a 
box til keep him warm while they boiled 
their sap into syrup in the spacious 
shack. Now Vasseur, a Fayston select- 
man for more dian 50 yeare. has record 
books datingback to 1954 showing how 
many gallons of sap were collected eadi 

He's lived and breathed sugaring 
for 80 years, hut 2012 is unique. It’s die 
year Vasseur could become a household 
name. Or, at least, liis trets could. 

Vasseur is one of three Mad River 
Valley maple producers who have joined 
a pilot program calledTonewood - part 
commercial venture, part sustainability 
initiative. It’s the brainchild of Dori 
Ross, an Ontario native and former 
globe-trotting Gillette marketer who’s 
nowoneofVasseur’s neighbors. 

Once Tonewood’s websitegoeslivein 
April, custcmiers will be able to “adopt" 
a maple D-ee for SllO n year and enjoy its 
bounty in three slickly packaged install- 
ments. Using social media and search 
engine optimization, Ross plans to target 
big cities such as New York, Boston and 
San Francisco before targeting the global 
market. The emphasis will be mi A-sia - 
Japan is already a major consumer of 
maple. Russ modeled her business on 
Italian olive-tree adoption prt^ams 
that give pet^le a sense of connection to 
the pniducers they wouldn’t otherwise 
hove when buying olive oil. “What's 
unique about maple is that it's only ui 
this part of tlie world," says Ross. "It’s 
worth hj(^ighdng and showcasing 
what we have here." 

Unlike olive oiL maple production 
is dependent on Vermont's notoriously 
mercurial weatlier. "I'm not officially 


launching until after all four grades of 
maple syrup are available," Ross says. 
"I'm parmtring with Mother Nature, 
and die’s in control." 

Vasseur may seem on unlikely part- 
ner in an onltne business, but lie lias his 
reasons. “Dori kept pestering me,” he 
says with a shrug. 

Ross adds that she wanted to support 
her na^bor. She also enlisted Dave 
Hartsliom of Hartshorn’s Farm Stand 
& Maple and Eastman Long of Eastman 
Long & Sons, both in Waitsfield. 

“Easty is a latecomer. He's only been 
doing it 35 years," podi-poohs Vasseur 
of the latter. 

Tonewood customers can decide for 
themselves whether longevity in the 
maple business is their priority. The 
website will guide their choice of tree 
to adiflit with profiles of the farms and 
farma's. including video tours of the 
sugar bushes and interviews — Vasseur 
wears an orange hunting hat with 
earflaps in his. The adt^tkin model sug- 
gests a child-sponsorship program, hut 
Ross says she prefers to think of it as “a 
premium CSA.” 

The initial package this spring will 
arrive witliacertificaleofadoptionnnd a 


pkrtureof the sponsored tree. Hartshorn 
is giving his trees identifying markers 
using weather-resistant, cattle-ear-type 
tags on pipeline systems; Long says he’s 
named each of his. 

Subscribers will also receive a 16- page 
booklet about sustainability, reflecting 
theeducatkmal side of Tbnewood’s mis- 
sion. Ross plans to donate a portion of 
her profits to the Universityof Vermont's 
Proctor Maple Research Center, where 
the first-time Bitrepreneur - who grew 
up sugaring — attended maple-grading 
school to learn more about her product. 

“I wanted to really help the maple 
industry by supporting climate-change 
research," saysbhmd.polLshed Russowr 
lunch at Wnitsfield’s Big Picture Theater 
& Caie. Climate change has profoundly 
affected small farms such as those of 
her producers, die explains, shortening 
maple season by as much as two weeks 
in recent years. 

Besides tracking the trend, tlie 
Proctor Maple Research Center is de- 
velt^ing tools to increase productivity. 


More food after the 
classified section. pase43 




Vasseur’s farm is already beiefidng leaf-shaped 
from his cotlahoradon with Ross and 
Prowor; Ail his trees are miw outfit- 
ted with check-valve spout adapti 


laple festi- 
vals. In the other hox is a maple-sugar 
cube that comes with the world's cutest, 
tiniest gmter. Ross says she u 


Each of these "results in higlier yields grate sugar onto her morning cappuc- 


than normal," says Proctor's director. 
Timothy Perkins, one of the system’s 
inveniors, "It keeps the bacteria from 
getting hack into the tree every dme 
you put a hole in the tree." Better for the 
tree, better for the farmer. 

Acres of maple tn 
brijdil-blue valves may m 
larly jdamorous, but the packaging 
Itoss has developed for the 
Tonewood product is. A 
few montlis after the ini- 
tial adoption notice, the 
first delivery of syrup 
will arrive in black bcEces 
designed by a Boston- 
based. Swedish-owned 

Ross, who is es- 
sentially a one-woman 
operation, has chosen 
to package the 
syrup in chic glass 
boldes that high- 
li^it the dramatic 
color diffo'ences 
in the four grades. 

More importantly, 
her research re- 
vealed dtac glass 
best maintains the 
syrup's fieshness. 

The four-pack 
of 250-nulliliter 
bottles includes 
each American 
grade: Grade A Liglit Amber (often 


well as on fresh berries and 

granola 

For chose not ready for the commit- 
ment of adopting a tree, Ross will sell 
maple products ci b carte in "liquid" and 
"solid" sections ofher website. Beades 
s sporting syrup and treats from the pack^es, 
be particu- they’D include containo's of 

weet maple flakes, deca- 
dent maple cream and a 
savory seasoning that 
combines ntaple dust wide 
salt, pepper and garlic 
powder. 

The seasoning is 
part of Ross' measured 
attempt to make maple 
a regular part of meal- 
time. She calls the sap a 
superfood, referring to 
a University of Rhode 
Isbnd study that 
identified 54 
beneficial com- 
pounds in maple, 
including five not 
previous^ seen in 



WHAT'S UNIQUE ABOUT 
MAPLE IS THAT IT'SONLYIN 
THISPAHTOFTHE WOULD. 


DORI ROSS 


One Tonewood 
package will con- 
tain aboukletwidt 
recipes contrib- 
uted by Vermont 
chefs, but Ross 
also envisions 
producing a full- 
lengdi book. The Tonewood Facebook 
called “fancy"), Grade A Medium page regubrly features links to maple 
Amber. Grade A Dark Amber and deep, recipes, both sweet and savory. On a 
dark Grade B. Each tree produces all of blog, Ross will invite adopters tc 


the grades at different i 
the season with ethereal-tasting fancy 
and ending it with the big, sucrose- rich 
flavor of Grade Bin warmer weeks. 

The four-pack pves customers a 
chance to experiaice maple in all its 
subtle variations and choose a favorite. 
Vasseur did that long ago. Last year's 
chilly spring resulted in a season heavy 


tribute their own, creating something of 
anonlinemaplecommuniiy. 

Just don't expect Robert \^sseur to 
be joining the conversation. "That’ll 
turn people off," he says of the notion 
that he might develop a bigge- internet 
presence. 

If Vnsseur’s salt-of-dieearch solidity 
the old guard of maple production 


n fancy syrup ftjr him. and he disdains and distribution, perhaps Tonewood 


any other choice. ■AVhat I say is, ya 
don't have no taste." he says upon learn- 
ing that this reportH’ prefers Grade B. 


21st-century fece. "What I 
to do is take a wonderful, completely 
natural foodstuff and elevatt 


In the fall, Tonewood customers level of sophistication chat it deserves." 
will sample value-added maple prod- Ross says. 0 
ucts wide their third sliipmcnt, "Sweet 

Pairing." The box contains two smaller «^oon Ross will view tier Tonewood 
boxes, one filled with maple wafers HoroductsDnSaturday March 17 atthe 

crafted by sugar maker and confec- vermontMiniFarmersMarXetiritne 

tioner Colleen Palmer of Jeffersonville. FarmnouseaiLmcoInPeakaspanof 
The delicately packaged candies are 
a smoodi, grown-up equivalent of the 



I Clean Slate Cafe 


Clean Slate Cafe 107 State Street Montpelier, VT 05602 

info€>CleenSleteCafc.com 

CleanSlateCafe.com 

An open letter to our community, 

On Friday, March 9th Tha Claan Slata Cafe will open its doors to 
the public. This would not be possible without the hard work 
and good council from a host of partners. Our thanks go out to 
this amazing group of contractors, vendors, advisors and busi- 
ness partners. Although we will Inadvertently leave some out, 
we would like to thank the following people and businesses: 


• Sterry and Tyson Leno (Starry 
Construction) 

• Chad Wendel and Brian Reed 
I C.E. Wendel Electric) 

• Bob Gerrish and Larry 
Blakely [Plumber Bob) 

• Henry Huang (All Temb 
HVACR) 

• Brian and Matt Howes [Gas 
Appliance Service of VT) 

• NevTecjKItchen Hoods) 

• Jay Write RCWA 

• Paul Dame (Shepherd Finan- 
cial Services) 

• Charles lnlnger{VT Small 
Business Development 
Center) 

• Jim Brown (Artcest, Inc.) 

• Jason Gregoire (Krttredge 


Foodservice Equipment) 
RFS Food Service 
Black River Produce 
Farrell Distributing 
Calmont Beverage 
Bakers Distributing 
Kevin Morgan (N.E. Restau- 
rant Supply) 

Steve Bogart 

Farrah Cattaneo 

Local and State Regulatory 

Agencies 

Audra Brown [Montpelier 
Zoning Office) 

Barre Electrical Supply 
Macaulay's Foodservice 
Yankee Wine & Spirits 
Clarke's Feed Store 
Advance Music 


Sincerely, 

Athene Cue — Proprietor 
Jon Beresford - Executive Chef 
David Wolfe - General Manager 



Our Mission 

• To provide exceptional service to every guest and to regularly 
axccad guasts' expactatlona. 

• To provide a safe and rewarding workplace that values 
individual contribution while supporting the team mission. 


We hope that you will accept 
liver our vision of hospitality, 
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MAftlO SPORT 


Worth the 
Weight 

Hey there. Your hike's looking 
a little... fat. Oont ittkeofTeniie 
- we’re merely referring to its 
thick tires designed for better 
ilotadon and traction on soft 
surfaces such as snow and sand. 
As "fat bikes" become more 
popular in the Nurthca.st. "the 
technology to ride in the winter" 
is more widespread, saj's 


Mountain Bike Vermont’s Ryan 
Thibault. This pedal power fuels 
Saturday's \MnterBiko. While 
evcrytliing is weather dependent 
- and thcrcarp contingency 
plans should Old Man Winter 
dish out an Indian summer or a 
blizzard — the best-case scenario 


WINTERBIKE 

Saturday, March 10. 9 am, at Kingdom Trails 
Nordic Center in Eaa Surke. After party at 
Tamarack Grill, Shertxjme Base Lodge. Burke 
Mountain Ski ResorL$25fortheldeRide 
6X race: all dther eventsarefree Out $10 
donations are accepted ($20 donation for 

last). Info. 626-6005. rnttivtcom/events/ 
winterpike 


includes guided loops for folks of 

all ability levels and pit stops for local food around a bonfire. At 2 p.m., bolder 
bikers spin their wheeb in the IdeRide 6X. araco with jumps and obstacles 
down Candy Bar HAL Phat, indeed. 


MAR.OgiMUSIC 

In Sync 

From battling egos to unrealbtic fan expectations to the ultimate band 
breakups, supergroups have proved to be a touch-and-go concept over the 
years. Even success stories, suchasCro^y, Stills, Nash& Young, have hit 
their share of roadblocks. Though the latest venture of folldcs Eliza Gilkyson, 
John Gorka and Lucy Kaplansky b billed as a supergroup. “Red Horse bn't 
an attempt at group-forming as much as it is an exercise in collaboration." 

writes Vintage Guitar 
m^azine. The three 
show that they've 
learned how to 
share as they take 
turns fronting each 
other's best-known 
songs. Watch them 
dotheoT switchcroo 
in sparse acoustic 
arrangements and 
vocal counterpoint 
that hi nts at harmony 
offstage, too. 





MIUI.09 1 THEATER 


MAR.09 


O ne dancer leaps and twirls 
easily down the stage, 
while another pumps his 
arms furiously to cover the same 
ground in his wheelchair. There's 
no doubt AXIS Dance Company 
flirts with the idea of ability in 
choreographic works made for 
those with and without disabilities 
— but most fascinating is the way 
the California troupe pushes the 
possibilities of physicality. The 
wheel of one performer's upended 
chair becomes a delicate merry- 
go-round for another. A handshake 
prompts a series of wheelchair 
pirouettes. This creative merging 
of whim and wheel, human and 
hardware shrugs off any notions 
about limitations; indeed, 
audiences "may finddiemselves 
re-evaluating their own ideas of 
artistic perfect! on.'writes the 
Chicago Tribune. 


Good Luck, Woodchuck 

How muchwoodwould a woodchuck chuck if a woodchuck only chucked 
wood every two or three or six years? It's a riddle better left to George 
Wtxidard and Woodchuck Tlieatre Company, the force behind the 

“sometimes not-so-vcry-annual- 

GROUND HOG OPRY oi^predictablc- GroundHogOpry, 

Fnday. March 9, 7;30 to 9:30 p.m, atTown , ^ ^ ^ 

Hall n Chelsea. $10: ticketstypically sell ^ 

out. Upcoming dates: March 16 at Chandler in 1991 and last toured in 2006, 
MusicHall in Randolph; March 23 and a small-tovmspn on “Grand 
24 at Hyde Park Opera Wuse: March 30 g, y „ 

atBarreDperaHoiJse:andMarch31and . ’ 

Apnl 1 at Thatcher Brook Pnmary School in Vermont prcxiuction introduces 
Walerhury. Info, B0O-6H-6O4S. the quirky castbehind a Betidous 

radio station, WSMM (Well Shut 
My Mouth). Performers Woodard, 
A] Boright, John Drury. Jim Pitman. Alien Church, Nancy MacDoweU, Carrie 
Cook and Rrunona Godfrey deliver sidesplitting news items and PSAs, over- 
the-top local programming (such as a hireling show loaded with political 
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HICKOK&BOARDMAN 

SEAUV 


Sought Aflar Hunting RUge 
m lovely 3 Bedroom Colonel <e 
tebd m a cleeireBle Milton loealion 
ge ouMide deck tvmeh loelia out 
I IScanvnoneciee 


en«e enlrywaye 


Fraaheneo & Specloue ColoniBl 
a neighbomMd eenng with Us 


lie South Burlington Cape 
I Bedroemt. uodaled eal-r 


Wimslon Village TreEure 
Coveted neighborhood witb character 
ar-d dtamt. Walk to vlage center 
Sumy, open updated ttouae. Pool 
rord Borders golf course 

U69 000 -MLS# 4134093 
Call Meg Handler 
W2-846-9ST9 


Delightful Neighborhood 
i-iial oOets 2500 SF of living 

lacs, maater auila Walking I 


$310,000 - MLS« 4129393 
Cell MicnelleGrey 
80Z-84e-»S3S 


$217,900 -MLS* 4041812 
Call FtSe Brodsky 
S02-d46-9S32 


lOOO-MLSa 4137071 


tor 4 Bedroom 
I End UpdalM 


$178,300 -MLSIt 4134963 


7,000 -MLS# 4122774 


902-846-9503 


you re mobile & your {)rol)erly search is too! 

Scan this QK code or go u milllMobilc com lo begin >otir search iiidai'. 


HickokandBoardman.com 1 802-863-1500 


HINESBURG 


BURLINGTON 


SOUTH BURLINGTON 


SOUTH BURLINGTON 


SOUTH BURLINGTON 


SOUTH BURLINGTON 


SOUTH BURLINGTON 


WILLISTON 


BURLINGTON 


FAIRFAX 








calendar 


LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE AT SEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 


Junaion,3:45p.m,F 









BB4-0788. 

VALLEY MfiHT □ann& Jenn grao the lounge with 

«e w»itsfiel(l,7p.pn S8 suggested donatlort Into 
496-8991. 



sport 


auiYroNu.s. open snoiwoarding 

CHAM>IONSHIPS: The worlds top riders - IrKluUng 



MCHT RIOERS: Ski trs endridefs comfwie in tne 


talks 


BARRIE DUNSMORE: Thefoimer ASC news tor- 



ROSEKARY GLAD STAR: The Bpert he rUI 1st the Its 



UdeyPuOilc UDrery. Middiehury 7p.m Free. Info 


theater 




'SHIRLEYVALENTMr A ferawayvKation gives one 

life needs In this WrmontStegeCompsny produc- 
tions. FlynnSpace Burlington. 7:30 p.m. S10-32S0. 





WWARD FRANK MOSHER: The NonheKlKingdom 
Town Kell TTieater MiddlePury 7p,m, Free. Infa 


NTERGENERATIONAL READING 6 DISCUSSION 
dialogue aOout slavery and the Civil War. toothy 


THU.08 

agrictdture 

LUNCH AND LEARN Green thumbs learn to make 
the most t/theii ume and space Ina discussion 





crafts 

EVERY WOMAN'SCRAFTCMICCnOM: Inventive fe- 



ffSl BROWSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• uZ * CONNEC7TO M-SCVENOAYSVTCOM OS ANY WES tNABLEncamiONE FOR FREE 
IDOOIIP LIP-TO-TIIE MINurC LALkNnAR EVENTS PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS CLUBnATES 
MOVIE THEATERS ANn MORE. 





calendar 



film 

lAGOS/KOOLHMir Dies OutchflocumnMiry lol- 
and his studsmsonvisits ® a Wlgerian Utywith 

boomihg papulation growth. Room 232, itxinn 
Canter, Starr u Orary. MrrltileauTy Callege, 4:30 pjn. 


MACHO MIDNIGHT MOVIES A senes eirplonng 



food & drink 

LDtTEN FISH DINNER- Families dlfseanroad from 

Montpelier. S-e:30p*n$6-t0.S29ptr raiiMlycE 
four.freefi:rMSunder4.lnro.793-427S.ne12ie* 


I 


games 

DUNGEONS & DRAGONS Adventi 


health Afifttess 

OEKTU YOGA: Seniors participate Ina mostly 
seated program presented Oy Champlain Va 11^ 



SWANTON PLAYGROUP Kids andcaregivers 
squeeze ir> quality lime over imaginative play artd 
snacks, htoly Trinity Episcopal Church. Swanlon 10' 



s7a^ss. 


TODDLER YOGA A STORIES Tykes up® age 



baxaars 

WINTERaEAMARKET H. 


dSENMOUNTAINOFriRA aSTIVALGALA 
FUWRAISER: Asa nod to the fesDvals main-stage 

SILVERAGUTTERLIVEASILEMT AUCTION A spar- 


A SNOWSHOE Supperr 


SNOWSHOEVn 


aifort 

BURTON U.S.OPEF 
CHAMPIONSHPS 


ksol Lake Champlain; Hi 


8 ajn.-3;1Sp.m. »0-7S includesFrid. 


Its I BROMSE LOCAL EVENTS ON YOUR PHONE! 

• * '■hNNfCT TO M.SEVeN0AY5VT,C0M QS ANY W£8 tNABLEn CELLPHONE fOR FRE 

(nOOIIe ' P I" THE MINUTE LALENnAREVEIVTS PLUS OTHER NEARBY RESTAURANTS. Cl 
MUVIL lllEAlERSANriMQRE. 



FINDFUTUREDATES+UPDATESATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/EVENTS = 


food & drink 


CORNED BEEF & CABS&GE SUPKR TTllsclasstc 
Emeraa Ijle-inaBirM Dish grawstHetatJlE.sfonj- 
Untled Metnodlst Church. Vargervies, B^;30 p.m 



SUGRR-OH-SNOW PARTY. Hardened maple-syrup 
ediDles usher in spring Palmers Sugarhouse. 

VERMOFET SPECIALTY FOODS DAY: Local producers 



health & fitness 

AOtO YOGA MDNTRUL Lon IdQrcitTier leads 



kids 

BORN TO KAD PROGRAM Highgales 2011 hew- 



-SKIPPYJON JONES: TheacerMrksLISAtrarrslates 



p.m Free, infa 443-6433. 


BOBASWS. PATTI CASEY BCOLBSMCCAFFRET 
Strongholds ofVermoncs krlk sceneshare the 
stageBumham Hall. Lincoln 7:30 p.m. S3 B. Inlii 
388-6063. 


CONSTRUCTS. THE CITY NEVER SLEEPS. LONG 
CAT BTBES WILL TURN- Regional bands oFFer 




. . .Vermont , 

Womens 


Expo 


tnforin enhance "tosplrs 

Mat* a Chongs, B* Inspired, Something New Every Year! 

Saturday March 10, 2012 

Sheraton Conference Center, Burlington.VT • 10:00am - 4.00pm 

Goody Bogs * Door Prizes * FREE Seminars 
for a foil liaf of Gxhibrtsn and wminor detcriphona viail 

www.VennontWomensExpo.Gctm 

pwn^ byMffror, Mirryf • WanM's Fumrhjn • VTBa^ Storw • WCAX • PSTr^hX \ 



Open House 
April 28-29th 

' i'ood. Specials. 

Testing & Spccinl Guest 
Kceghati Nolan 
' Performing Sat 5-7pm! 


Poultry Seminar 
March IXlhl 
fhtek orders due 
Mamh 10th' 




SALE 20% OFF 
Winter Boots, Gloves, Socks! 
Now thru March 30th! 


36 Park St; Essex Jet. VT 05^52 
802-878-8596 * www.depothomeQndgrarder.com 
Mrs: Mon-Snt 8-6pm *' Sun 10-4pm 


Tony''s;|wi]t Shop 

V'/here contayiousi i 





FIND SELECT EVENTS ON TWITTER @70AYSCALENDAR 



leniiiiiii 

It Was Time For Me to Buy 


R enee Bourassa is decisive but not ra^: 
“I need to have all the infonnation before 
1 make a decision," she says. Still, once she 
saw the listing for an affordable two-bedroom 
condominium in South Burlington, she did her 
research, applied, and closed on the unit in only 

A few years out of college, Renee was renting 
a South Burlington apartment with a roommate. 
The idea of buying a place was not on her mind. 


HOUSING IS EXPENSIVE IN 
CHITTENDEN COUNTV- 

I DID NDT THINK IT 
WAS FEASIDLE TD DUY 
SOHETHING IN THE 
NEIGHDDHHODD. 


Then her roommate told Renee she planned 
to move out. Renee decided to at least explore 
the possibilities of buying a home. 

Shortly thereafter, she saw CHT’s listing for 
a condo that was exactly what she wanted. The 
location, off of Shelburne Road near Route 189, 
was convenient for a quick commute to her job at 
UVM and to see her family in Colchester, "This 
was the 6rst I had heard of the land trust, so 
shared equity was a new concq)t. i went through 
the workshops and decided it's a grod plan for 
someone like m, with a solid income but single. 
It's a way to take that step into ownership," 


Renee was in a better financial position 
than some recent graduates. As the child of a 
UVM employee die received a tuition waiver, 
and by winning scholarships and living at 
home, she covered her expenses without taking 
out student loans. That got her part of the way 
to being able to take on a mortg^e in this 
expensive market. The Shared Equity program 
met her the rest of the way by providing a 
down-payment grant of $45,000. 

While her costs are higher now than when 
she rented, Renee feels the increase is well 
worthwhile. “1 really like having the space to 
cook in. The ptace is comfy and cozy, and I like 
the fact that it's mine.” She has no plans to 
move anytime soon, but resale potential was 
part of her thinking when she decided to buy. 
“Since it’s a two-bedroom apartment in a good 
school district, I know there will be demand if 
I have reason to sdl it,” In the meantime, the 
business m^or joined the condo association's 
board in order to help keep the property 
running well. 

"1 know the land trust approach hdps families 
that are modfirate-income, and the message 
is ‘get your family into a home.' I want people 
to realize that it can work for younger single 
peoj^e like me too. Maybe CHT should add a 
slogan of 'get your single self into a condo!'” 


WWW.eETAK0ME.DR6 leuiiii 87T'274-7431 
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Psy.D. with a concentration in Clinical Psycholcxiy 
Academic MiETitsCS /a' Vermont asd Ohio 

• Emphasizing practical preparation, social justice values, and the psychologist’s 
role as agent of social change 

• I'lcxible program delivery wicli on-ground classes, online coursework. and brief 
academic meetings in Brattleboro, Vermont or Cincinnati, Ohio 

• Attentive faculty involvement and sensitive, culturally competent learning 
commienity 

Accepting applkatiens /or Fall 2012. 

www.myimion.ecIu / psyd 

Union institute & University • 888.828.8575, x8902 • 802-257-9411 • AdniissionsPsyD@myunion.edu 
Private, neii~pro/il university, eucredited by The Hi^er Learning Conimissien of the North Q»i/riiMs»rtVj/(0)i of CoBeges and Schools (www.nca.hlc.eig). 

LnC-'Ll doe not daenmnuie in lu polieus or pm.rdiim iiiid coifsrini with federal non-daennunaloiy ngulalioiu. 


Also ofFering a hybrid 
Master of Arts with a con- 
centi ation in Counseling 
Psychology in Brattleboro, 
Vermont. Licensure track. 
Enrolling now. 


32 Union 


WWW. myunion.edu 

Doctor of Psychology (Psy.D.) 

WITH A CONCENTRATION IN CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY 




LIST YOUR EVENT FOR FREE ATSEVENDAYSVT.COM/POSTEVENT = 


emjia 


film 


COMMUMTV CINEMA. Built fast anflclnrur ttun 



health &flttie9a 

DISCO VtMNG VOUR INNtRSTABIUTY: Cant 



CROWING STRONGER SaeWGO.OTlB.m. 


TUNCTAIOIICHUAN See WECI07.&30-7 cif 


kids 


BABY TIME. CrwIIngtDts and their parents 
convene for playtime and ^nng. Dorothy Ailing 



DOCSLEOSTDRYTIME’Rugracsvisitwitna highly 
UDrary.Ca.m'Vree. info e1& 4686. 


ENOSBURGPLAYGROI^ See WED.ITI. 10-T1:3D a.m. 
FARFIEID PLAYGROUP: SeeWED.07.lQ-11:3aa.m 




YOUNG VAIITERS WORKSHOP Wordsmltns master 





misaso 

FARMERS NIGHTCONQIRT SERES: Continuing 






Earn a Master’s Degree in 

EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 

• Project-Based Learning Approach. Online Format 

• Specializations Available in Teaching and Admin^iation 

• Earn a Respected Degree with an Engaging Curriculum 


5.30 pm Mar. ZOorOnSneSessiofi 6 pm Mar 39 

RSVP: 1-866-282-7259 

& CHAMPLAIN 
'C' COLLEGE 

CnduMi StHdus 

1 chemplaiasdj/med 

'giga'iiTOg LEARNING | 




new balance 


Top-performing 

shoes 


— *15 OFF SELECT LIFESTYLE SHOES! 







Etfleet “ 
roF‘FESTiyEj 
■HX)ATST!f 


■MUSIC,- 
.MAYHEM! 
f'& MOREU 


^ MERCl " 
• BEAUCOUPS! 


We wish to offer our heartfelt thanks to the 
Burlington community for again coming 
together to celebrate our 17th annual Magic Hat 
Mardi Gras, it was another glorious weekend, 
and it could not have happened without all of 
you who came out. We are especially grateful 
to Mayor Kiss, the City of Burlington, and all 
its departments for joining forces to put on a 
marvelous event. 


To all our killer 


AND EVERYONE ELSE WHO HAD A 
HAND IN MAKING THE I7TH ANNUAL 
MAGIC HAT MARDI GRAS PARADE A 
TRUE SUCCESS! 


SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR AMAZING PARTNERS: 









tai chi 




Ask about affordable 


PERSONAL 

TRAINING 


Custom workouts for every body! 


full line of nautilus equipment & free weights 
pool • racquet all court 'personal training 
never an initiation fee 


Trey McIntyre Project 

March 24, 8 P.M. 

Flynn MainStage 


Join for' 
6 months 
for just 


Offer ends 3/31/12 — ACT FASTI 


DEADLINE TO ENTER 3/23 AT NOON, 
WINNER CONTACTED BY 5 P.M. 








music 


HIINESTiTDON'I 
NOIMIYFALLINTD 
PEDPIE'S LAPS BEGAN 
PALLING INEN MINE. 


BY DAN BOLLES 


R ich Price never meant to Ewtome 
a rock alar. Wliid] is good, he- 
causc he never ijuite did. But 
throi^h a combination of tal- 
ent and dumb luck, the Biirlington-based 
songwriter has carved out a career that 
would be the envy of many musicians- And 
he's managed to continue pursuing tlut 
career despite bumps in dic road and the 
often dream-crushing inevitability that is 
growing up, starting a &mily and — ^sp — 
working a dcQ' job. This Thursday. March 
8. Price’s band, the Sweet Remains, play 
the Higlter Ground Showcase Lounge in 
I support of a new live-concert DVD, Live ai 
u the Canal Room. 

g; Price. 3S, got his start in music as a 
S student at Middlebury College in the late 
2 1990s. Sippit^ coffee at a Burlit^tton cafe 

^ on a recent Thursday afternoon, he de- 
scribes a college experience that’s liltely fa- 
miliar to manyyoung local musicians; late- 
^ night jam sessions with friends, basement 
3 shows at off-campus parties, coffeehouse 
S g^s. etc. But Price, who with his glasses, 
iY short-cropped goatee and thinnii^ hair- 
g line stiil looks more the bookish academic 
° titan rocker, says he didn’t really consider 

"It was never something that was on my 
5 radar." he says. 

5 After gradmuion from Middlebury in 
IS 1999, Price studied for a master’s degree 
in history at Oxford University. While in 
En^and, he continued writing songs and 
would occasionally send rough demos to 
his old college roommate, Pete Hcimbold. 
better known as Rjte Francis, the lead 
singer of jam-oriented pop act Dispatch, 
y Once back in the stales. Price reconnected 
f with Franci-s and the two holed up in a 
S Providence, R.I.. studio, but .says they liad 


little in mind beyond catching up and lay- 
ing down a few tracks. 

"The idea was really Just to record some 
songs for posterity," says Price. Those ses- 
sions eventually became his 2002 debut 
record, Night Opens, 

That fall Dispatch hit the road for 
what was supposed Co be ihrir fiiul toui' 
(the band reunited in 2011). Francis invited 
Price along to document the trip with a vid- 
eo camera —and gave him Elis first glimpse 
into the rock-and-roll lifestyle. Shortly af- 
ter, Price experienced that lifestyle again, 
as a pcrfomer. when Francis invited lum 
Co be his opening act on a solo tour. 

"It was a pretty amazit^ uj^rtunicy 
to be handed this opening ^t," Price con- 
cedes, describing the first in a string of lucky 
breaks, "’Things that don’t normally fall into 
peoples laps f>cgan falling into mine" 

ThaCS an undcrsCaCemenc. 

Around that time, the mainstream mu- 
.sic industry was falling ell over itself to un- 
earth the next big male sii^cr-songwritcr. 
DavidGnqr had recently taken the world to 
Babylon and lit up the charts with White 
Ladder. John Mayer was exploring your 
Emdy — which, if you’ll recall is a wonder- 
land -unRoom for Squares. Given his easy 
cnxm and knack for breezy pup hooks, 
Price would once again find himself in the 
right place at the ri^t time. 

Following a show at Harpers Ferry in 
Boston, he was approached by a fan who 
had enjoyed his scL They chatted f(>r a 
while and the fan bouglu a CD. A few days 
later, the same fan called Price from Cali- 

"He told me his dad realty loved the 
CD," recalls Price, adding he was some- 
what confused by the call "My response 
was like. t^h. that’s nice.’ And he said, 'No. 


You don't understand. My dad is the presi- 
dent of RCA Records. He warns to talk to 

Soon after, Price signed a development 
deal with RCA. But foUowing a scries of 
mergers and other industry shake-ups — 
and still more dumb luck - he eventually 
landed at Gcffcn Records and signed a two- 
album contract A song from hisdemu, "I’m 
on My Way," which he had written with 
Vermont’s Clint Bicrmaa now of the Grift, 
was selected for the Shrek 2 soundtrack, a 
doublc-platiirum album that also includ- 
ed songs by Countir^ Crows. Pete Yorn, 
Tom Waits and Nick Cave. Price’s star, it 
seemed, was on the rise. 

He would soon find the record industry 
to be a fickle mistress. 

Durii^ an appearance on a California 
radin station to promote his second album 
and presumptive Ceffen debut Miles From 
Anywhere. Price received a call from his 
manager telling him he was being drop pod 
from the label in favor of another young 
singenAshlee Simpson. 

Price was released from his contract 
hut gven the rights to his still -unrclca.sed 
record, free and clear. ”1 had a pretty good 
lawyer." he says. That record finally came 
out in 2004. 

Price spent the next four years writing 
music for film and Celeviaon and working 
as a solo artist. He also wrote songs for 
other artists, including Stephen Kellogg, 
But he didn’t return (u his own music as a 
foil -time gig. 

Price married his kmgtimc girlfriend 
in 2005. The couple had their first child 
shortly after. They’re expecting their third 
this spring Price and hisfaraity now reside 
in Burlington, wliere he works as a digital 
braitd strategist fur marketing firm Select 


Design. 1 n other words. Rich Price grew up 

"I started to become less and less inter- 
ested in tlic life of a touring musician." he 
says. 

Thougli he had essentially traded in 
his music career for the proverbial white 
picket fence, Price couldnt shake muse as 

"1 had this idea of starting a trio (com- 
posed] of solo artists who liad had success 
to varying degrees." he says, "Something 
where we could pool resources and fon 
bases. Something that would be greater 
than the sum of its parts." 

In 2008, he started the Sweet Remains 
with longtime collaborator Greg Nai^hlun 
and songwriter Brian Chartrand. In the 
years since, the band has achieved modest 
success, doing short tours every six to eight 
weeks in the US., and a recent one in Eu- 
rope. The Sweet Remains have sCroi^ fan 
bases in cities around the couiitry and have 
placed afewso^ts in national commercials 
and compilations. But Price says the band 
provides sonuthing more important than 
flcctingmusic-biz accolades; balance. 

"Once I started a family, I realized I 
couldn’t do the touring grind anymore." he 
says. "The artist's life can be very feast or 
famine. And at a certain point, you have to 

same time, music is part of my identity. 
It’s who I am and what shapes my life. But 
now that 1 don’t do it foil time ... I actually 
find 1 enjoy it more." ® 
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€roing South 

You’ll have to excuse me if 
I seem a little scatiemd this 
week - or mure than usual, 
anyway. You see, I'm heading; 
to Austin, Texas, in a few 
days for South by Southwest. 
If you're unfamiliar with 
SXSW um, why are you 
reading this column? It's the 
largest, inost hyped live- 
music event on the planet 
You need to know this stuff if 
we’re going to condnue this 
relationship. 

Anyway, I'm pretKCupied 
making arrangements and 
planning my attack. Frankly, 
the sheer volume of events 
happening in the Live Music 
Capital n«(t wedc is beyond 
o\'erwhelrotng. For every 
band I've heard of - (fuitea 
few. tliank you very much - 
about 20 utJiers are uttally 
new to me. While I’m excited 
to catch some old favorites, 
such as BUILT TO SPILL and 
BRUCE friggilV SPRMBSTEEN 
(yes. really), the whole point 
is to find diose diamonds 
in the rough. You know, the 
bands you’ve never beard of 
thatwill reaffirm your faith 
in God and musk - and 
make you appear hipster- 
er than thou when you get 
home. Bu t where to begin? 
The options are legion, and 
the national hype machine is 
already on overdrive pimping 
dozens of bands as this year’s 
likely SXSW breakouts. 1 also 
really need to go buy some 
sunblock, since it’s hot and 


sunny in Texas and I'm a 
ginger. We don't really ■do" 
sun. But I digress, 
Cleariy.I'vegDtalot 
on my mind. But I've also 
got a column to write. The 
only solution? A rapid-fire, 
all-BiteTorrent edition of 
Soundbites, Scrap in, 

BiteTorrent 

If your radio sounds a bit 
lamer these days, well, it is. 

In another apparent attempt 
by commercial radio to be as 
homogenous as possible. Hall 
Communications affiliate 
99.9 FM dte Buzz axed (wo 
of its !q>ecialty-music shows 
last week. Both the new- 
muac show Early Warning 
and local-musk show 
Homebrew signed off for the 
last time last Sunday, March 
4. Both sliows had been with 
Che station since its inception 
in 1996. Bummer. On the 
bright side. Homebrew will 
live on as a podcast available 
ihruugl) the Buzz webtile. 
The first episode drops this 
Saturday, March 10. 


In a related story, WRUV 
90,1 FM is still awesome. 
That is all. 


And 10S.9 FM the Radiator 
is. too. 


So what's the best thing 


about Three Needs taldng 
over the space forma'iy 
known as Parima? Some 
miglit say the additional 
p<x)t tahk is a nice touch. 
Others might point to the 
cozy booths lining the joint 
and the general increase in 
elbow room compared to 
theold Needs. Still otliers 
miglit note the weirdly 
familiar smell orvoniil that 
greets one upon entering - 
seriously, what the hell is 
that? Personally, my favorite 
aspect of the new Needs is 
tliat thespace is once again 
home to Mildred Mtxidy's 
Full Moon Masquerade, 
which started at Parima 
about a year ago and quickly 
became one of Burlington's 
best - and moa debauched 
- parties. Well ftilks, there 
is a foil muon tills Thursday, 
March H. hence, another 
masque-ade. The usual 
suspects will all be there 

MILDREDMOOOY, die HUhUN 

CANVAS cl al. But the belle 
of this hall will be up-and- 
coming local dectro-indie 
outfit ERRANDS, fresli uff their 
Higher Ground Ballroom 
debut opening for indie 
dance favorites yacht, 


Speaking of locals in die 
Ballroom. JOSHUA panda 
scores a sweet gig this 
week opening for newgrass 
lieavyweights the infamous 
STRINGDUSTERSOn Tuesday, 
March 12. I’m guessing after 
ALLEN STONE rips Up Ciuh 
Metronome this Wednesday. 
March 7 — see theinte%'iew 
in last week's issue — local 


scenesters will be all aboard 
the retro soul train. Well, as 
a gende reminder. Panda, 
thougli a little rootsier now, 
lias been the conductor on 
dial line in Burlington fur 
years. Just sayin'. 


Haven't heard much from 
local indie-rock favorites 
viiLANEiLES in a hot minute. 
The band has been on 
something of a hiatus 
in recent months while 
members make babies and 
d^ into side projects — 
die latter presumably not 
baby related. I'm happy to 
report diebandisback in 
action this week. They'll 
be at the Monkey House on 
Wednesday, March 14, with 
local rockers trapper beeper 
and WRINGER. Nice to see you 
again, gents. 


Last summer's Girls Rock 
Vermont! camp was, by 
all accounts, a smashing 
success. If you recall, dieday 
camp curated by local riot 
grrris doll fighti. offered girls 
ages S to 18 the importunity 
to study under some real, 
live, focal lady rockers and 
channd their inner joanjett, 
Regisiratiim for this year's 
camp, which takes place July 
30 through August 4 is no w 
open atgirlsrockvermonL 
org Also open is registration 
for the new Ladies Rock 
Camp aimed at would-bc 
rockers ages 19 througli 99 
— sorry, centenarians - and 
will be held over Memorial 
Day weekend. If you want 
to gee a taste of what goes 
down at the camps, swing by 
die Radio Bean the second 
Sund ay of every mondi, 









music 


WED.07 

burlingtoti area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Gcott Manganft 
Guwtslsingsr-iongwmers) S 
p.m..fret Rewlnawith OJ Craig 


HIGHER GROIMD SHOWCASE 

LEVmrCAFCiOpenMIc 
[stAixJupl 8:30p.m„FreE 


Tammy 1 1 hs High Pilats, Zack 
auPar«(scJl),9o.m.. S7na IB+. 
FRANNY O'S. KiraokE 9:30D.m.. 

LEUNIG'S BISTRO A CAFt Cody 


HANHATTAN PIZZA A WB 

Open MIC with Andy Lugo.lO 



central 

BACITOS Acsustlc Blues Jem. 


THE BLACK DOOR: SHlng Mght 
GUSTO'S. Open MIC HiCh John 



Champlain valley 

CITVLIMITS: KeceokeMthLet It 
ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open 

northern 

BEE'SKNEES: Repscelllon 
(ecousllc),T30p.m.Donallons. 


regional 

MONOPOLE: C^n MIc. Bpm.. 


THU.08 


burlington area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Burgundy 
Thursdays with Joe Adler. Andy 

Free Ambient World Project 
(aiTniehtl.9p.rTv Free.OJJJ 
Oante (hip-hop), » pm. Free. 
CLUB METRONOME. Desolation 
Angels, IheGratelul Ghring Band 


with Bruce Jones,7p,m„ Free. 

cAamplatit valley 


ON THE RISE BAKERY: Open Mic 



PARKER PIE CO.: Ira Friedman 

DJ Two Rivers (hip hop), K3 pm. 

regional 

MONOPOIE: the MIsFrts Tribute 
Band ( punk), U p.m. Free. 

MONOPOLE DOWNSTAIRS: Gary 


s 



Whacks Poetic Hip-hop U, ac ics core, a lyrical art rorm. While beats, cuts and santplcs arc also 
criticiiliylmpurtant. words arc chc sun around which the hip-hop solar system orbits. In chat rcspecL CADENCE weapon 
may be the bri^test young star in the galaxy. The Canadian MC was named Edmonton’s poet laureate in 2009, an 
honor not typcally reserved for rappers — even those who occasionally write for PitchfortAnd he’s an equally stalled 
producer, having remixed tracks for Lady Sovereign and Clara and reimagined Daft Punk's T/vn Legacy soundtrack - 
which was way cooler than the actual movie. This Thursday. March 8, catch Cadence Weapon at tlte Monkey House 
in Winooski. 



M THE RISE BAKERY: El 


TWO BROTHERS TAVEIM: Happy 


CHARLIE O'S: LIveMudcTOp.m.. 

GREEN MOUNTAIN TAVERN DJ 
JcririvP(TaR40|.9p.m., S2. 
PURPLE MOON PUB RUM 
Sueger (acoustic 1. 8p.m.,Free. 
THE RESERVOIR RESTAURANT 
Request DarKe Paity (Tap 40), 10 


Champlain valley 


northertt 

BEE’S KNEES: Steve MoraUto 

MATTEmORN: Dr. Ves A the Na 

PARKER PIE CO.: Celtic Acouaic 

RHROCXSMOUNTAINTAVERN. 

Frliby Mght Frequencies with DJ 
Rekkon (hlp-hcp],1Qpm. Free 

(rock). 9.30 p.m., S6/B,1^ 

regional 

MONOPOLE Shameless 

THERAPY: Pulse with DJ Myte 
(hlp-hwil.IQpm.. SS. 
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when Doll Fight! host a 
fundraiser for the camps. 
This Sunday, March U. the 
lineup includes mwysesmitm, 
Montpelier’s firstcrush - 
see the review of their new 
album on paf^ 53 - chbss 
and the TOES. 


SQUID CITY guitarist thomas 
PEARO unveiled a new sonic 
cxperinxint recently, dubbed 
the AMBIENT WORLOPROJCCT. 
For the unfamiliar, Pearo 
matches his considerable 
finger-picking prawess with 
a variety of diptal loops, 
cfiiects and other sonic 
shenanigans to create, well, 
an ambient world of sound. 
He’ll be at Muddy Waters 
this Thursday, March 8. The 
show wQl double as a sort of 
informadona! meeting fur 
his Ambient World Society, a 
wedtly meetingof the minds 
Pearo will host at the Firefly 
Gallery to discuss new 
tedinolopes and promote 
ambient music in Vermont, 


Local hip-hop heroes 
LYNCusnc CIVILIANS are in 
the midst of a monthlong 
residency, every Thursday 
in March at Nectar's- This 
Thursday, March 8. they’ll be 


joined by local ftmky bunch 
DR. RUCKUS and MCs face-one 
and BRUTAU.YHDNEST. Word. 


I have really been enjoying 
the recent run of local 
rock at the BCA Center in 
Burlington. In particular, 
the ROUGH FRMCis show two 
weeks ago was killer. Yeah, 
the hand was great, as per 
usual. But seeing a massive 
mosh pit erupt in on art 
gallery simply warmed my 
inne 15-year-old’s punk-rock 
soul This Saturday, March 
10, disco-rock phenoms 

HELOISE AND THE SAVOR FAIRE 
return to the BCA CentCT 
with OJ MSCO PHANTOM. I 
doubt we’ll see any moshing. 
But I’m sure it will still be 
sweaty and fun. And I’m 
hopmg for more cuts from 
the band's king-nwoiled 
new record, wliich at this 
point has been rumored to be 


coming cut since Heloise was 



Last but not least, did 1 
mention I'm going to SXSW7 
Oh, I did? Silly me. Well I 
bring it up again to let you 
know that you can follow 
olongwithroy adventures 
beginning Monday, March 


12. All week long. I’ll be 
chiming in everyday on 
the Seven Dtns staff blog, 
Blurt, with reports, reviews 
and other random tlioughts 
from Austin. For more bite- 
sized bits and pieces — and 
probably some late-night 
tipsy tweeting — you can 
also follow me on TWitter (@ 
DanBolles) and on Facebook 
at Dan BoUes - That Guy 


From theSevenDi^s. Ifyou 
crank up the heat in your 
apartment, score a case of 
Lone Star beer and some 
gnarly BBQ, and then maybe 
watch season cjne of “Friday 
Niglit Liglits” — Clear eyes, 
full hearts! — it will almost 
be like you're in Texas with 
me. @ 










Bernasconi Construction, Inc. 

General contractor of 
all phases of construction 


Qi 


QUALITY CUSTOM HOMES 

i' specializing in makingyour home 
MORE ENERGY EFFICIENT! 
installing Solar Hot Water' 

Additions | Remodels | Roofing/Siding 
Camps Lifted for Installation of Foundations 
Specializing in the Installation of 
Pellet & Wood Stoves ( Metalbestos Chimneys 
EPA Certified Renovator | Hardwood Si Tile Flooring 
inquire abaui Custom Tile Showers & Back Splashs 

(Certified in Lead Paint, Renovation, Repair & Painting) 

802-578-16 10 | NO JOB TOO SMALL! | Residential & Commercial 



CLUB DATES : 



Song of the South Boston's the big lonesomc travel the wcU-wom 
du5» hi^ways and byways of alt-country heroes such as Uncle Tupelo, with detours 
into modern genre iterations more akin to punk-gross pop darlings the Avett Brothers. 
A swirl of mandolin, pedal steel and slide guitars colors the pop-informed songwriting 
of brothers Chad and Luke Cosselin, creating a forward-looking sound (irmly rooted in 
twangy tradition. This Sunday, March 11, the band plays the Bee's Knees in Morrisville. 



Dedicated to improving lives. Since 1966. 

fssH (BI)?l B79-7734 > 1 • WIIIBmi (SO?) B6(l-3343 -S. BurllnsiM |B02) 659^1 or (S02)65M002 

EOGtVICOM 
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First Crush, 
Haijijoay Home 

(STATE AND MAIN RECORDS, LR 
DIGITAL DOWNLOAD] 


The band is called First Crush and their 
album is called Halfivay Home. The 
cliche threaten to cave in on me. I learn 
that First Crush hail from Vermont's 
mysteriously productive capital and that 
they area male- female duo. Uh-oh. I 
hope for echoesofBeach House while 
fearingsliades<ifShe& Him. I put the 
record on and, hearing more of the 
former than the latter, consider myself 

This feeling win only last for about 
15 minutes, 

“Telephone," the album's kickoff 
track, begins with a sort of dLstorted 
ambience diat stiunds straiglit out of 
a Kid Cudi single. I know this sound. 
This is pop music in 2012, and I'm 
undeniably into it. After a few seconds, 
the notes bepn to warp, a solid 
keyboard line is placed in tlic forefront 
oftlie mix, and before long these 
componaits merge into a trusty, patent 
pop melody. Exit CudL The ambience 
falls away; erratic percussion and Robyn 
Peirce's reverb-lifted vocals take the 


lead. I will learn after a few tracks that 
tlii.s is something ofa formula for First 
Crush, and I will tire of it pretty quickly. 
But initially I am charmed. 'Telephone" 
isa solid pop jam. 

The first four songs on Halfway 
Home are well-thought-out and well- 
produced musical statements. They're 
classic indie-cute, but interesting. 
Within these four songs an impressive 
varietyof instrumentadonruns steadily 
alongside a cohesive sound path. The 
Ibuithof these tracks, “Rotiftops," 
even features a crunchy, Pixics-style 
guitar riff. After “Rtxiftops,” however, 
tlie album gets lost somewhere m its 
own reverb. The remaining six songs 
aredifficult to distinguish from one 
another. The accents that bring the 
opening tracks to pop-life become 
scarce, and the produedon grows lazy. 
These are sleep songs. 

The album ends with a round-style 
refrain (''I'll always lookback and see 
our hands holding / I'll always look 
back and see our hands holding"), and I 
quickly skip hack to ilw beginning. 

At its finest moments, Halfway 
Home is accessible melodically and 
lyrically. You mi^t assume that the 
theme here is yoiu^ love and the 
disappointment that inevitably folkiws, 
You'd be right (a Sure, First Crush 
manipulate a deceptively simple and 
often one- dimensional approach 
to the subject matter. And ids true 
that the lyrics themselves are often 
unidimensbnaL But tills is pop music. 
This is what we most often want to hear. 

Halfway Home exliibits n great deal 
of promise, but unfortunately it stalls 
halfway there. 

SEAN HOOD 



Whales and Wolves, 
Up to the Ground 

(SELF-RELEASED. DIGITAL DOWN LDADI 

On their 2009 debut, Greenand Grey, 
Buriingion’s Whales and Wolves 
offered a suite of rough sketches. 
Though showing promise, the allium 
underwhelmed with seeminjdy half- 
finished tunes (hat lacked dynamic 
punch or sonic variance. These were 
indie-folk skeletons with no real 
personality or substantive wei^i t. On 
their newly released follow-up EP, Up to 
the Ground, Whales and WoKes adjust 
for both style and scope. Beginning 
to unearth their identity, they offer 
fleshed -out materia! Chat owes as much 
t<i country-rock pioneers the Band as 
Co the moody musings of Conor Obcrsl 
and the brifdit polyphony of Delta Spirit 
and Fleet Foxes. 

“Never Know (Whoa. Nelly)" marks 
a slow start While the simmering, 
back-porch groove is immediately more 
compelling than any arrangement on 
the band's debut die writing is listless, 
the vocal phrasing stilted. However, 
the harmony interplay between Ethan 
McBriai and co-songwriier Nyiko 


Beguin helps elevate the song above 
contrived country- rock fare and hints at 
some of die strengths to come. 

"Wait on Me" is an ambitkius 
song that offers some genuinely 
compelling moments — especially 
the ^osdy bridge three minutes in. 
whidi huilds to a strong closing chorus. 

But the song's puCendal impact is 
weakened by inconsistent instrumental 
performances. In particular, (he central, 
Dead-ish piano-guitar riff never 
folly coalesces, and distracts from an 
otherwise fine songevery dme it comes 
around - which is often. 

Things pick up a litde on the EP's 
latter half. The tide track is a jitter 
coiterpiece that brisdes with raw 
energy - iliough a hackneyed, diche- 
romandc bridge sops much of chat 
youthful endiusiasm. The band finds 
its stride again at the finish. EP closer 
“Dry as It Is” is the collection's most 
complete tune, and demonstrates that 
Whales and Wolves can put one entire 
good song together without stumbling. 

It's 3 lildng, mid-tempo nugget that 
takes full advantage of McBrfon's quiricy 
songwriting style and Beguin's airy 
keystrokes and vocal harmonies. 

Up to the Ground marks a step 
forward for Whales and Wolves, though 
it remains a frustrating work overall. 

At no puiiuoncho EPdoes die band 
deliver a performance worthy of its 
considerable talents. Instead, we find 
a series of flawed songs that almost get 
there, but fell just short for one reason 
oranother. Here's bopingihat the third ^ 
time will be the charm s 

C^totficGrount/by Whalesand > 

Wolves is available at whalesandwolves.us. ^ 

DAN BOLLES | 
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music 


SUN.11 


burlingtoti area 

1/2 LOUNGE: Songnmer Series. 7p.m.. 



p.m..S2S.AA. * 

MOMTY'S OLDGRICK TAVERN. George 

rscTAR'siMI Yard Reggae Nlghlnrltn 



TME SKINNY PANCAKE Paul Cataldo 
(roots). ep.m..SSaona(lari. 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES: Q>dy Michaels ((lano). 
(alt-cGirr)try).7:30pm. Danaions, 


MON.12 

burlington area 

1/2 LDUNGE:Pamly Mght Oped Jam. n 


WCTAR'S: Metal Monday. Kmghtsor 



songwriter). 7pm- Free Ot^n MIc. B 

RESSDUARE Industry Mgm with 
Ro00leJ(hlphiop).llp.m. Free 

1 RueENJAMESiWhyNatMonday/witri 
^ Dakota (rtlp-rtop). 10p.m..Free 

S central 

2 BAGirOS Open MIC 7 p.m.. Free 

I northern 



Who’s Your Daddy? The infamous stringdusters daim their brand of aeoustic mudc 
is "not your granddaddy’s bluegrass. Unless your granddaddy was Jerry Garcia.” As it turns out. that's a 
valid genealogical statement. Like newgrass cousins the String Cheese Incidcnu titc quintet occupies a 
branch of the bluegrass family tree descotded from the likes of Garda and David Grisman - and rooted in 
gcnrcforcfathcrssuchasBillMotiroc. This Tuesday, March 13, the ’Dusters lay down roots — and rock, and 
jazz and improvisadonal jams — at the Hi^er Ground Bailroom. Local soul man JOSHUA PANDA BAND opens. 




central 

BAGITOS: AmustlcSIues Jam.Sp.m.. 
Free CDmedy Night [sCertdLg}). 7 pm., 

GUSTO'S QpenMIcwIthJormUckanI 
9pm„Free. 

c/iatiiptoin valley 


northern 

BEE'S KNEES: John Smyth (singer 
songwriter) 7:30 p.m.. Donations. 


regional 

MONOPOIE Open Mic, Bpm.. Fiee.9 



Vermont CARES’ 

LIVE AND SILENT 

Auciion 

March lo, y-iipm 

at the Essex Resort and Spa 

Tickets S3 5: Includes your Erst drink (beer, wine, soda) 
appetizers, desserts, coffee, live music, dozens of 
amazing items to bid on, and a fun night out! 

For more info and to register: www.vt.cares.org. 

V I 





Some Good Things Never Change: 
SAME LOW PRICE AS LAST SPRING 

Adult $449 |Youth$159 I Senior $269 


PuvcU<»vse be-Pove -Pov 

fUe Itfwesf p/ices! 

Short Drive + Longer Ski Day s More Value 

• 30 minutes from Burlington or Montpelier 

• Ride or Ski Into the Sunset. Bolton has Night 
Skiing and Riding until 8 p.m. Wed - Sat 

SW Ih RUe fr. Love It-. ¥ 


boLtonvalley.com I 1 .877.9BOLTON 
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VISITINGVERMONTSARTVENUES = 


At Home With Art 



Gallery profile: Lille Fine Art Salon 

BY MEGAN JAMES 


I 


I 

s 


C orina B«Uc-Ule had one goal 
in sel«;ting the paintings and 
sculptures in the current show 
at her new Burlington gallery. 
Lille Fine Art Salon: She wanted the veork 
to make people “go. ‘Ahhli,"' she says, 
letting out a deep breath. 

It would be diflirult to provoke any 
other reaction in this subterranean Lawson 
Lone space: Think warm brick walls and 
Ifi-foot ceiling, a cozy kitchenette, and an 
inviting arrangement of sofas and cdiairs. 
And Lille’s debut exhibit called “Reverie." 
hits the mark. Images of crashing surf 
dreamlike. unpopulated landscapes 
and contemplative still lifes work their 

■The oxperiemee [of art vicwii®J is 
often intimidating." says Belle-Isle, 50. 
handing her visitor a steaming mug of 
Get Gorgeous red tea. "That inspired me 
to start a space whore people could see 
art as if it’s in their own home." Tto that 
end. she’s hostii^ Salon Evening every 
Thursday and Friday while the show is on 
view. Visitors can pop in, have a glass of 
wine and lingerwiththeart. 

Belle-Ulc ran scv'cral galleries in 
Kockport, Mass., before opening Lille last 
month. A sixth-gcncradon Vermonter, 
she grew up in Saxtons River and moved 
to Boston for college. She spent the first 
20 years of her career in finance before 
turning CO art. which siw .says she’s always 

“1 never had the talent to be an artist 
myself, because Tm too linear and 1 don’t 
trust myself artisticalljf’ Belle-Isle says. 
“But I learned that I could be helpful to 
artists by raisingmnney— I’m a marketing 
engine. I ’m a connector." 

BcIle-lslc moved back Co Vermont lost 
November. Her daughter had recently 
graduated fiom high school, and Belle- 
Isle wanted to be closer to family and 
friends. She’s filled her gallery with wnrk 
by many of the Rnckport-area artists she 
represented in Massachusetts. 

Many arc considered Cape Ann artists 
- they paint in the loose, impressionistic 
style that oripnalcd in that area, which 
is home to one of the country’s oldest art 
colonies. Historically, those artists CEmile 
A. Gruppe was one of them) spent their 
winters in Vermnnt painting snow scenes, 
a connection Belle-lsic higidighls in the 
cxhibiL 

’The artwork at Lille takes up nearly 
every inch of the walls, and some of the 
floor space. Belle- Isle also loves sharing 
the artists’ life stories and personality 
quirks with her visitors. Over the years. 



she’s collected audio and video interviews 
with her artisLs, which she plans 
eventually to feature on her website. ’’I’m 
not an artist, but I’m paindi^ an image.” 
she suggests. 

Take, for cxaropic, her talc of Rudy 
Colao and Camilla McRobcrls. two of 
the painters currently on view. They met 
in the li)50s in the Art Students League 
of New York, and married shortly after. 
“After they met," says Belle-Isle, “she 
stopped painting" She had chDdren and 
tlien devoted herself to being a mother, 
McKoberts had studied under the 
American impres-sionisi painter Frank 


DuMund. and her work is now port of the 
Smithsonian Museum cnilectiun. 

McRobcrts’ mideentury portraits 
at Lille arc arresting - full of dramatic 
lightii^and funny little details that betray 
the era, such as the awkward jock strap 
on a male model. "In 1951. men were 
not allowed to he naked in the studio,” 
explains Belle-Isle. 

Then there’s painter Eugene Quinn, 
who’s responsible for many of the vibrant 
ocean scenes at Lille. "He’s a surfer," 
reports the gallerist with a smile, and 
adds. “He only drinks Guinness." 

Junatlian MacAdam. wlto paints the 


landscape along the coastline north of 
Boston and the fields and rivers near 
Concord, Mass., is influenced by the Dutch 
masters. The 35-ycar-old paints in layers 
— up to 16 of them — and the surfaces of 
his works are thick, almost buttery, 

.Suzanne Crocker’s ^wing paintings 
of hom.s always begin with a layer of red. 
Bri^l-red edges seep out oixxtnd roofs and 
vibrate along the curve of a dirt path. BcUc- 
Islc swoons when describing Crocker’s 
werk, which she refas to as across between 
Mark Roth k) andEd ward Hopper — Rothko 
for the rich layeringofcolor. Hopper for the 
light and structure. “Site gives me goose 
humps,” says BcUc-lsIc. 

Jeffersonville artist Larz Allen has 
contributed 3-D works in the form of 
wood and metal sculptures and furniture. 
His white-oak table is held together 
with distinctive howde fasteners and 
supported by steel Icg^ sliaped like whale 
tails. The piece is a dramatic presence 
in Lille’s smaller room. "He's a welder. 

Belle-Isle snysofAllcn. 

There’s a reason her .salon feels like 
a home - it is one. BcUc-lsle lives there 
with her boyfriend. “Historically, most 
galleries started in people’s homes." she 
points ouL She lived in her Rockport 
gallery, too, and s^s it allows her to get to 
knowthepaintingsina wayshe mi^t not 
otherwise. 

"It’s very romantic," Bellc-Isic says. 
“I’m living and breathing the art” 

She encourages prospective bikers to 
^end time with it. too. If someone really 
wants to get to know an artist before they 
purchase a piece, Belle- Isle says, she might 
even organize an intimate dinner party at 
the gallery, a matchup between artist and 
art lover. After all, most of dtesc paintings 
require a significant commitment — the 
works range in price between $250 and 
$9000. Making a sale can take plenty of 

Belle-Isle says she’s received a warm 
welcome in Burlington, but sheis still 
dreaming a bit bigger. She envirions 
opening a sister ^Ucry in the Caribbean 
someday, "But I have to be careful what I 
wish for,” she says, "because thirds usually 
come to fruition for me." ® 
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Osteopathic Manipulation 
Holistic Family Medicine 

Tht best efWestern Medicine combined tvith 
the art and science of Osteopathy 

STEVE PAULUS, DO, MS 

The Chace Mill. I Mill Street. Suite 30 1 
Burlington, VT 05401 • 802-489-5470 


85 Main St, Burlington VT • wvuw.skirack.com • 802.658.331 3 





1^.^ RICHMOND 

^ Family Medicine 

Presenting Dr. Gil ThcriauU 

'Iheriaull, MD provides ci 
prlmiiry care for patients i 

Call today to schedule an appointment with 
Dr Theriault, or any of the other Ridimond Family 
Medicine doctors: Dr. Hannah RaUn, 

Dr. Daniel Goodyear, or Dr. Christine MahoiKy. 


30 West Muiil Street, Richmond • 802-434-41 23 


RichmondFamilyMedicine.ofg 



BURUNGTON-AREA ART SHOWS « 


ronsoted Oy Chine 


rmanL TTwou^ April 7 at 


HI Station In Burlington 


SHARYNLAYFIELD. A 


PERSIAN VISIONS': Contemporvy phnography 
rromlTHi 'MAGMINGTHEISLAMICWORLB'iLate 
19th- aid early 20th-centuiy travel photography. 
'A DISCBtN KG EYE'rSel eotkinsritim the J. Brooks 

Museum. UVN. In Burllhgton. Into.BSG-OTSO, 
PETERWEYRAUCH. Rcdt.' Blxk-and whlte 
photopapnsottars.Gatesl-e JUUAPURINTON 
oil pNhtlngs.Skynray. GLLIAN KLEIN: dll painting 
EscNalot.ThfoughMarchr - • • - 


STUDENT EXHIBITION Paintings phnographyan 


otherwise end up Ina lanorilt. 
^rogHUIowmeunington. 





bo^hA\ng,beer&aBVJ^• 


^nchbackPirts 

OcvaOtinW 
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ROGER COLEMAN: 'lhatwB so 19 seconds ago.' 
new paintings. Tlirougn April 29 at Flyn nOog In 

SHAHRAM ENTEKHABI- Happy SFeaT. a rUm 


CALL TO 
ARTISTS 

ARrSAUVeJURieO: 


JANETVAN FL 




In Burllngtoh. Deadline: April 

K. inraartsallveYtOvarKia 
com 660-900S.artsallvevl 


Showdates: April 17 thro 

THEPASTELISTS: Bryan 


ter.org 77S-(aS6. 
CHAMPLAIN VALLEY 
PHOTO SLAM: Calling 
phctographeiscf ailagt 


May 4 through 26. PHOTOSTOP 
GNIeiy. White River Junction. 
Visit rSioCastrriVLcomfbr 


toSEABA 404 Pine SU 
Burlington. VT 0S40T Send 
) 0 g Wei indicating your name 







cogL you con be sure the sport lins slipped into the mainstream. Stiil, snowboarding 
has managed Co retain its eounCerculCurc cred. in large pan because of the envelope- 
pushing imagery artists and designers emblazon on Che boards. Get a load of the eye- 
catching artworkby designers who have contributed to Burton Snowboards atSto»-c’s 
Helen Day Art CentCT through April IS When the gallery asked area artists of all ages 
to enter their own designs into a competition, more than -ISO submissioas flooded in. 
Winners will be announced at an awards ceremony on March 1.1, fl>! lowed by a panel 
discussion with Burton's creative team. Winners in three age groups will gel a brand- 
new Burton snowboard. .Sweet Pictured: design by Greg GosseL 
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South Village New Home Designi; 

Sln^e Family Homes starting act $390,900 
Town Home Plans starting at : $374,900 

Condominiums staitmg at: $ 355,900 

Cmne visit & view uew [flans, enviaon your hmna in VermcmC's premier Village 
locstioa. A panoral settmg in S. Builingcoo. amidst panoramic views of the 
Gnat Mountains & Adirondacks, surrounded by over 100 aoes of conserved 
Annland. nature trails, wildlife comdort, woods, fields and putdt - 


Open House Thurs - Simday 12-4:00 pm 

www.southvillage.com 



Sales Gallery 
130 Allen Rd. East 
S. Burlington 
802-861-7600 
South Villnge Realty 


. PICTURE THIS! - 
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re^View 

Plan your visual art adventures with our r 

new Friday email bulletin filled with: 


• art news, profiles and reviews 

• weekly picks for exhibits 

• receptions and events 


Subscribe today! 

sevendaysvt.com/review 



CEMTULVTARTSHOWS 



Q International women's day 

Open (Wou6e-. (MaJiM- S, S- 7fim 

Come meet our providers, tour our facility', hi 
refreshments and enjoy complimentary- sei 


Anne \i8elli, MD. Ui-ogyneoolagy, ReconsTructrve Pelvic Surgei^- 
'Tlna D’Aniato, DO, Pnmaiy Cm~e, Ogeqparhic tVtedtcine 
Molly Fleniiu^ ND, LAc, Natui-opsthic MaJicine. Acupuncture 
Lesli Bell, PT, CLT-LANA LympKedeina Thei'apy, General Phyiical Thei-apy 
Liz Perkins, CMHC, MS. HoHstic Health Counseling 
Sbeiyl Foxmnn, AIS, Psychotha-apy, Counseling 


:Y 


^y„ 

B y^oetie 


li V’JftCtHeii Kiiight Lane. Siu’te 10. Williston 

M— 872-7001 • vtwonienswelhieeexom 



Building Energy 



52 Drew SI. - Burlington 
Affljor energy rehiA of historic home 
95% airflow reduction 
70% heating reduction 


Open House Tours 

March 17, 9:00 to 5:00 

Tom Moore, builder, & Scott Gardner, energy contractor, 
will be on hand to answer your energy challenges. 

Visit Tom’s new model home and Building Energy’s renovated 
older home to talk with the evperts about your options for 
renewable energy, insulation upgrades, mechanical systems, 
universal design, lighting innovations and 
computer controlled envirorunents. 


122 Stevensville Road • Underhill Ctr. 
LEED Certified 

New high perjbrmance construction 
Sustainable Net zero philosophy. 


TOM MOORE & SONS 



tommoorebuilder.com 802.899.2376 



Richard Weinstein Growing up in the Washington. DC, area, the 

former Green Mountain College art professorwas more interested in politics than art 
He was going to be a lawyer, but his interest waned after a few years at Georgetown 
Law School Itwasn't wasted time, though: Wrinstcin honed his drawing skills working 
as a courtroom sketch artist before taking the plunge and enrolling in art school. "At 
first 1 thouf^t you had to be blessed by God with all this talntt to be an artist." he 
told the Green Mountain CoUege Bulletin before retiring in 2009. His devotion paid off 
His paintings, on view at Scarlet Galleries in Burlington throu^ early April, draw the 
viewer in with rich color and intriguing narratives. Pictured: "Fire on Beach," 



RITA FUCHS BERG: 'RDi:k-a-byeBaDy2012.' works 

43B-2097, 


'THE COVERNMEHT MORCAIC. Photograons. 



Miaeiefiury. Info. 3BB-1B39. 


northern 

THIMGSTHAT MOVE’. Paintings anc scuIdUi'E 
'THE IfGACY COLLECTION' Work by 20 gallaiy 
artists, •mrougn April I at Bryan Memorial Gallery 


'CDNNECTEO to VERMONT. Twe-anb inree- 











Jackie Mangione 

When it comes (o stunning wsCcrfronl 
views, the Winooski River has some 

vou. Lake Champlain. UnfortimaCely. 
the oid Onion River often just blends 
intn tile background. Jackie Mantpone 
is giving this body of water its due. She 

such as underneath bridges, to offer 
unobstructed views of the riverfront. 
And she’s been u«ng an unconventional 


plus vlfleos esplanng the process ot Qeslgn 
Through April 15 at Helen Oay Art Center In Stowe. 
lhra2S3-B35B. 

WLSON SNOWFLAKT BEKTUY: Original photos 
salvaged from an [M farmhouse In Sollcxv on divlay 
for the first time. Through ApdllatVermont 9ti and 
Snowdoaid Museum In Stowe, mb. 59S-saZ5. 

regional 

'2012 BESTOF THE UPKR VALLEY HWH SCHOOL 
EXHIBITION' Escepdonal work by the region’s 


'FTINMBERlTHESREATCARNIVAl'. Arelrsspec- 


technique: applying watcrcolors directly 
onto canvas, rather than fibrous paper. 
SO her paintings are ready to hang on 
gallery wails. She'll lead work-sbops on 
this technique at her Soda Plant studki 
in April Catch Mangionc’s colorful river 
worics at Black Horse Fine Art Supply in 


'degenerate* artisL Thmugh May 13 at Montr^l 
MU5eumofFlnBArtslnla.5l4-28S-200D. 


‘NATIVE AMERICAN ART AT DARTMOUTH; 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE HOOD MUSEUM OF ART 



Amerlcah indigenous cultures. Thraugh March 11 at 
Hood Museum, Dartmouth Cd lege In Hanover N.K 
lnfo.ea3«4S-2BOB. 


Burlington through March 31. Pictured; 
"Winooski Bridge." 


Galley inPlatl5Burgh.N.V. mfc; S^B’314-9872® 



f^i^ermonljr 

sw. Dr. CasBy,ilQ5on 



NflTUROriiimC DOCTOR 

EXAMS, SCHOOL ft 

.Ucc^i all 'VI' insunncB. 
y^mludlng ^ cMcdIcaif 



vtmatI°halm“'al?m.com 




What is Vermont College 
of Fine Arts? 


Vermont College of Fine Arts, anchored on its historic hilltop 
in Montpelier, creates life-changing moments for a diverse 
community of artists and writers. 

'ITiank-s to our progressive, student-centered graduate study 
model we offer five distinctive Master of Fine Arts degrees, 
each based on artistic and literary apprenticeships with our 
nationally prominent faculty. 

Every year we discover new ways to grow. We’ve added new 
fields of practice, dual-genre semesters and degrees, overseas 
residencies and postgraduate opportunities. Yet with each new 
opportunity, one thing never changes - our recognition that 
the arts play a central role in the development of a creative and 
healthy society. 

We invite you to explore all that Vermont College of Fine Arts 
has to olTer. Attend one of our many free events - a plethora of 
readings, concerts, and exhibitions - and experience our 
vibrant artistic community for yourself. 




www.vcfa.edu 



movies 



Project 

T odd Phillips’ philosophy would 
seem CO he ‘'Ifai firsc you succeed, 
try doing variaiiaiu on the seme 
thing again and again.’’ It's a code 
that initiaiiy served the hlmniaker weU. tak- 
ing him from the hit parcy-gone-wrong com- 
edy Old School to the hit party-gone-wrong 
comedy The Hangover. More recently, not 
so much. 3'lie Hangin'er ftjrt II failed to live 
up to expectations, tiis latest film just plain 
fails. 

For the porty-gonc-wrong comedy Proj- 
ect X, Phillips acts as a producer rather than 
director and secs his si^ts on a new gen- 
eration of mtwiegoers. Thomas (Thomas 
Mami), Costa (Oliver Cooper) and JB (Jona- 
than Daniel Brown) are Pasadena pals half 
the age of the Bros in Mtillips’ previous films. 
They’re high school kids on the periphery 
of popularity and willing to do whaever it 
takes to convince their classmates they’re 

Evidently Phillips either believes his tar- 
get audience has never seen a movie nude 
before 21)08, or simply thinks very little of 
these ticket buyers, because he has put virtu- 
ally zeroeffort into doing anything new. The 
story - to the extent Project X can be said 


to tell one - is a grab bag of bits from the 
teen canoa Writers Michael Bacall and Matt 
Drake leave no trope unturned. Their script 
ploys like what you'd get if you put Animal 
House. Ferris Bueller’s Day Off. House Party, 
Risky Business andSigterbad in a blender. 

The idea is that Thomas represents a son 
of Everydude. Like the other characters hi s 
age, he's been given no personality to speak 
of. He's a 17-ycar-old who wants to get laid. 
When his parents decide to go away for the 
weekend, they have no qualms about leav- 
ing him home alone. “He’s not exactly Mr. 
Popular," we see his father assure his mother. 

And, with the mandatory warning not to 
touch Dad's expensive foreign car (can you 
believe this is what passes for foreshadow- 
ing in film schools these days?), they’re ofl 

bash they hope will win them the approval 
of their peers while helping them lose their 
virginity. 

Well, let's cut 10 the chase. For no cred- 
ible reason (Costa sends out mass inviutions 
electronically?), Thomas’ home is overrun 

ers, wboccnvenientlybringtheirown booze 


and. in the case of the young women, can't 
rip off their tops and hop into the baciq'ard 
pool fast enough. Joints are passed around, 
pills are popped, and the DJ blasts music so 
loud j'oujusi know the grumpy neighbor will 
become a recurring character. 

Boys and girls gone wild, casually raun- 
chy banter between buds, the comical collat- 
eral damage from a night that got out of con- 
trol - weVe been here before. Phillips and 

stance or invention. But. by the time the riot 
squads been called, flames lick the sky and 
the local news chopper shines its spotlight 
on what looks like a mini-Woodsiock. The 
viewer isn't shocked, as the film’s creators 
would like, but rather bored by the sheer 


this is yet another fake found-footage deal? 

Phillips apparently can’t even delegate 
elfectively at this poinL He’s outsourced di- 
rectorial dudes to a maker of TV commer- 
cials named Nima Nnurizadeh. and that’s 
what this movie links like - an ad for tire- 
sumc. tasteless excess. 1'hcrc Isn't an hita of 
joy within o mile of the proceedings. Hard 
to believe when it comes to the guy who 
helped launch Will Ferrell’s film career, but. 
if things CDQUnue to go wrong the way they 
have been lately, Phillips may find himself 
facings once-incooceivablc reality; The par- 
tyV over. ® 

RICK KISONAK 
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woman boards a .suspension rail 
way car. her focc cloaked by wild 


j. ^wly flexing, 1 


•couil 


sounds one might associate wuu uiccum 
genceof a Creature from the Black Lagoon 
Thai's just one arrest ing scene from Pim 
Wim Wenders' 3-D dance film that isnt jus 
for da nee fans. On the contrary - in an as 
sessmeut of choreographer Pina Bausch' 


work, shordy after her death in 2009. Alew 
York Times critic Alastair Macaulay noted 
that her pieces were avant-garde theater 
as much as dance, and aiiractcd i corre- 
spondingly broad audience. Then Macaulay 
asked a troubling question: "How much of 
{Bausch ’s] choreography, if any. can survive 
her?" After ocknowiet^ng that bits of her 
work have been captured on film, he con- 
cluded that "inainly. as they say, you had to 
be there." 

Did you? Wenders - who was already 
planning his documentary about Bausch 
when she died unexpectedly, at 68 - seems 
to have constructed Pinj osone long rebuke 

telescopic cranes, the venerable German di- 
rector (best known for H'ings of Desire) puis 
viewers not just in the audience but on the 


siagc with the dancers of Bausch’s company, 
Taiiztheatcr Wuppertal. 

In the film^ long opening sequence, an 
excerpt from Bauseb’s take on Slravinsl^’s 
"Kite of Spring," we see the depth in the 
real dirt the dancers pound beneath their 
foci. We glimpse the primal desperation in 
the eyes of the female dancers as they of- 
fer one of their male counterparts a lolemic 
red dress. And we feel the dramaic weight 
of the moment when that offering is Anally 
accepted. Whatever is happening we are 
there, witnessing it in the present tense, not 
through the traditional documentorian^ lens 
of context and com mcniary. 

Wenders maintains this immediacy 
tltroughout the Glm, which alternates bc- 


public spoces of Wuppertal - on public 
transit, on a traffic-circle median, beside an 
indoor swimming pool. Filmed at the mo- 
ment right before spring leaves unfurl, these 

Biusch wasn’t a huge fan of words, as her 
dancers attesL so Wenders goes out of hi s 
way to prevent the interview segments from 
bltKking the film’s flow. Members of the 
company speak about Bausch in voiceover 



as we pro at images of their silent (yet ex- 
piessive) faces If Wenders wanted to sever 
the language of the mind from the language 
of the body, he’s succeeded; anyone seek- 
ing basic biographical information about 
Bausch. or analysis of her place In German 
culture and the hi.story of dance, will need to 
look elsewhere. T he highly personal remi- 
niscences offered in the Mm suggest that 
Bauschwas a blend of choreographer, Meth- 
od acting teacher and guru, pven to crypdc 
utterances like "You need to he more crazy" 
rather chan cri Uques. 

Without the dancing, these interviews 
might come off as testimonies Irom an eso- 


teric cull, but Wenders has already enlisted 
us as members. The proof of Bausch’s meth- 
od is in the results. Pieces such as "Cafe Mul- 
ler” • which Weoder presents at length, 
integrating modern with archival footage 
- have an emotional accessibility that more 
absiraa practitioners ofmodern donee lack. 
Like the pantomime of silent Alms, Bausch’s 
work appeals on a level that Ls preverbal, yet 

you will have only two days left to view Pino 
locally in 3-D. Take advantage of them. ® 

MARGOT HARRISON 







ATHQUSAMI WORDS: EUdieMurptiyplaysa 
loquaciDus I rterary ^ent nho abruptly finds 



Brian Rabtainsdiraciaa. (91 mm PG-t3. Essax 
MaiesUcI 


NOW PLAYING 


ACTORVALDRmiaalNairySEALSpartlcipated 



ALBERT NOBBSAA1/2 In ISUvcentury Iraland. 





THE ARTISTA**1/2 A Slant film star (Jaan 



BEGnNERS***1/2 CDristapharPlummar plays 



ratings 

* X refund, please 


RATINGS ASSIGNED TO MOVIES NOT REVIEW! 

BY RICK KISONAK OR MARGOT HARRISON AR 
COURTESY OF METACRrilC.COM, W 


REAO MOVIE REVIEWERS. 


RE COUNTRVS MOST WIDELY 


Beau Bridges andJudy Greer. [115 miri R C^hCqI 


OR.SEUSS'THE L0RAK*ai/2Dr. Sauss 




WHAT’S YOUR DEAL? 



Purchase these offers only at: 

cleals.sevendaysvt.com 


SWEETPERKS 



SNAP'S RESTAURANT: 

$20 TOWARDS FOOD AND 
BEVERAGE FOR ONLY $10 

Breakfast, lunch, or dinner, Snap's in 
Bristol has amazing salads, steaks, hot 
sandwiches, and much more! 



THREE TOMATOES 
TRATTORIA: $30 TOWARDS 
FOOD AND BEVERAGE 
FOR ONLY $15 


Looking for bold taste and filling servings? 
Go to any of the four Three Tomatoes 
Trattoria locations, and experience 
authentic rustic Italian cuisine! 


1/2PRICETICKETS 


IRISH COMEDY TOUR 

Sat. March 10 $42:40 $21.20 (PAIR) 
The Paramount Theatre, Rutland 
The Irish Comedy Tour takes the party 
atmosphere of a Dublin pub and combines 
it with a boisterous, belly-laugh trio. 

SWEETBACK SISTERS 

Fri.. March 16 $21.20 $10.60 
Vergennes Opera House, Vergennes 
Checkout the rollicking country swing c»f 
the Sweetback Sisters, featured on Prairie 
Home Companion. 


Seven Days delivers deep a 

discounts on concerts, plays 5 

get Ipcal perks on shopping, 
services and dining. 


Sign up forDealTicket emails today: 

deals.sevendaysvt.com | 
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movies 



Watch something LOCAL this week. 








WMll.B«jtnnefttO:30 
»m.(Thuonly), meJO. 


PARAMOUNT TWIN 
CINEMA 

nednesd^y? - ChL;;3cMyT5 
[». Scuu' The Lsrax (3-D| 

only! 6,30,B;45.Actor 
Vfl«r1 30S,3:4S(Sat 
a. Sun or lyl. 6:30,9 


THE SAVOY 
THEATER 



M«dnesOe/7 thurrdayTS 
Albert Noebt):30(Sa(& 

BaWmutSl.TheArtlsl 
l»3:30 (Sat&Sun onlyl 
6:30.630 (except Thu IS). 


STOWE CINEMAS 
PL EX 





AiOjy 9 - thurada/ IS 



SHovitimes 

-NEW THIS WteKIhVtRMOM 
IIMES SOBJELT 10 CHANCE WITHOUT NOTIi I 
FOR JP TO OATE TIMES VI SIT SEVENBAYSVT.COM/MOVIES 




LOOK UP SHOWTIMES ON YOUR PHDNCl 

'.M< I TOHSEVENOAYSVT.COMONANVWFBINASLEn CELLPHONE FORFREE 
1 I lliL MINUTEMOVIt SIKJWTIMES PLUSOIlltRNEARBy RESTAURANTS 
..... HAILS LVLNTS ANOMORE. 











movies 

you missed 

AN EXCERPT FROM BLURT 

THE SEVEN DATS STAFF BLOG 



Movies You Missed 28: Wings 

Lois and lots oF movies never (oronly OrieF1y)makceitto Vermont tneaters. Each »veek 
Margot Harrison reviews one that you can now catch on your home screen. 


This week in movies you missed: The first fiim ever to win the Academy Award for Best 
Btpmsrve flick ever made. 


11% also one of two siient films ever to receive the big prize (The Arc/st, as of iast Sunday, 
bemg the other), Now tvmgs isout onDVDand Blu-Ray man edition painstakingly 
restored from Paramount's 3Smm negative, with color tinting and visual effects a newly 
recorded score, and sound effects from Ben Bum. 



S maJl-tDwn boy Jack Powell (Buddy Rogers) 
dreams of flying, He's madly in love with 
Sylvia (Jobyna Ralston), a girl who is particularly 
desirable because she is "visiting from the city” 
- but her affections belong to David (Richard 
Arlcn). the richest guy in town. Meanwhile. Jack's 
chfldhood pal, Mary, tries desperately to get his 
romantic attentions, whilchc treats licr like a mild 
annoyance, apparently not recognizing her as "It 
Girl" Clara Bow. 

MJf. 




bedflbSE 
Craft Show 


Not like any other! 

Over 100 crofters donating proceeds to rionprnfii organizations 

Ross Sports Center. St. Michael’s College 
Saturday March 10, 2012 
9:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

I’ll be there beCAUSE I care! 


CENTRAL TO YOUR NEW LIFE 



"We will be forever gmlefiil lo the eiilire staff 
at CVMC. Their knowledge, friendliness and 
professionalism made oiir transition into 
parenthood a positive experience." 

Just look at these happy faces! And look at that 
beautiful bundle of baby BOY! We bet that Mark 
Shea Sweda Is exactly what his parents Kathleen 
(Katie) and Jonathan [|T) Sweda were waiting for. 
And It appears these new parents took their 
transition to parenthood well in stride. Their 
sweet son was born on February 18. He weighed 
7lb/l4oz and was 21.25 Inches long. We're betting 
he’ll have a great smile too. The Sweda family lives 
in Montpelier. We wish them a happy, healthy life. 


aOi^r 



^ ^ Central Vermont Medical Center 

s Central To Your Well Being / www.cvmc.org 
~ ~ Central Vermont Women's Health ■ 371-5961. Call 371-4613 

to sehetiule a tour of our Oarden Path Birthing Center. 



17% Off Celtic Knot 
and Clover Designs or 
anything green! ! 



SAINT MICHAEL'S COLLEGE AND THE 
GRADUATE EDUCATION PROGRAMS PRESENT 

The Path to Licensure 
EDUCATION PANEL 

> TUESDAY, MARCH 20 / 4:30-5:30 P.M. 

HOEHL WELCOME CENTER AT SAINT MICHAEL'S COLLEGE 

A panel of teachers, administrators, and faculty — representing the 
teaching areas of art, special education, elementary, and second- 
ary-talk about how to get a Vermont teaching license. Pick up 
information about how to get your teaching license and bring your 
questions for our panelists! 

Join us for a light dinner immediately following the panel. 

leAm More! 

B Rsvpto654-225i PJf SAINT MICHAEL’S 

B smcvt.edu/graduate COLLEGE 

B graduateOsmcvt.edij 


SHAOUATE PROGRAMS 




NEWS QUIRKS bvrulano»>v££i 


Curses, Foiled Again 

A man wanted on rape ch;»jRs was arrested 
aftcrsmppliisto flirt with a unirumicd female 
police officer on patrol in San Krenciscn. The 
26-ycar-old man was 'obviously cnamoied.' 
police Capt. Paul Chigncll said, and ap- 

up a conversation. When Ik asked the of- 
ficer if she was married, she repiied that she 
wasn't avai table but asked (he man’s name As 
he walked away, she ran a records check and 
discovered the no-hail warrant for rope (Sun 
frtDlci'sco Chronicle) 

A liedemore than an hour after stealing beer 
from a liquor store in Santa Clarita, Calif, 
three suspects returned and demanded 
the survciiiance video of the crime. They 
brandished a knife and cut the clerk during 
a scuffle, then fled. Sheriff’s deputies had 
surrounded the scene, however, and arrested 
Oscar Jimenez, le, Eduardi Saigado, 18, and a 
juvenile. (Associated Press) 


Food Follies 

Chile’s Supreme Court ordered the newspa- 
per La TVreera to pay S12S,000 to 18 people 
who suffered bums while liylngnut a recipe 
forchu rros. Days artcrihc newspaper printed 
the recipe for the popular Latin Americaji 
fried dough snack, hospitals around the 
country began treating people for turns suf- 
fered when the dough boiling in oil suddenly 
exploded. Judges ruled that the newspaper 
failed lo lest the recipe before puNicoiion. 
(Britain’s ’lilegniph) 

A Transportation Security Administration 
agent confiscaed a frosted cupcake from a 
Massachusetts passenger flying from Las 
Vegas, citing its gel-like icing as a pnenliai 
national security threat. Accusing the agent 
oflackingcommcm sense. Rebecca tlains,35. 
called the incident 'an enci^chmenton civil 

name of securi^ arc'icaliy ^ater' thaare 


How Congress Thinks 

Frustrated with the Senate’s failure to ap- 
prove a budget, U.S. Rep. John Sullivan. 
R-t)kla., told a lowo hall meeting in Kixby, 
Okla.,~rd love to gel them to vote fnriL Boy, 
I’d love thaL you know. But other than me 

their head and maybe kiilinga ctmpleof’em, 
they get beat." (Associated Press) 

Kep l.uuie Uohmert. K-Tbxas. insisted that 
Increasing the flowofoil through the Alaskoii 
oil pipeline would benefit the caabou that 
live near the projecL He explained lo the 
House Natural Resources Committee that the 
caribou enjoy the warmth that the pipeline 
radiates. 'Sa' he informed his colleagues, 
’’when they want to go on a d«c. they invite 
each other to head over lo the pipeline." He 
credited the pipeline for a tenfold boost to 
Alaska’s caribou population aid said the 
coribcu mi^ be adversely affected if oil 


stops running through the pipeline, tvhen 
hiscolleaguc, Kep Don Young. K-Alaska. said 
he wasn't sure Cohmen knew what he was 
talking about, Cohmen remained adamant, 
saying, ~Ii rounds like they need the pipe- 
line' (H'flrfiington Post) 

Animal Wrongs 

f^ple Ibr Ethical Treatment of Animals filed 
a lawsuit seeking to extend constitutional 
protection against slavery (o five whales that 
perferm at .Sea World parks in San Diego and 
Orlando. Citing the 13th Amendment, the 
suit claimed that the wild-caught mammals 
are enslaved because they're held i n concrete 
tanks against their will and forced to perform 
in shows. II,S. District Judge Jeffrey Miller 
agreed to hear atgumenis over granting con- 
siituiiunal rights to animab hut ruled that the 
Consiiiulioii doesn't apply to nonhumans. 
(Assodaed Press) 


Second-Amendment 

Follies 

when Dustin Bucller, 20. 
asked Moises Zamhnna 48, 
to see his gun after church 
in Lealnian. Fla., they made 
sure not to endanger parish- 
ioners gathered inside t)te 
church by stepping iasidc a 
closci Zambrana removed 
the Huger 9mm’s magazine 
and bepn explaining tile 

forgot about the round in rite 
chamber, however, and iIk 
gun accidentally fired, send- 
a bullet through the wall 
and into the head of Hannah 
Kelley. 20, who is Buellcr's 
girlfriend and the daughter 
of the pastor. She was hospi- 
talized in critical condition. 
(Tampa Bay Tiinfs) 

Future Flunkers 

China banned three kinder- 
gartens in Shanxi province 
from offering poim-readii^ 
tests that the schoob 
claimed could predict 
pupils' intelligence level and 
potential. Although many 
parents were eager to have 
their children tested, some 

method and its high cost: 
$190. (Reuters) 

Scam-a-Rama 

Nicolaos Kantanzis pleaded 
guilty 10 rigging pay phones 
in the Washington. DC. 

to toll-free numbers so he 
could colieci a fee br each 
call Because the edb are 
free to callers, the reofnem 
has to pay the cost, hal f of 
which goes to the pay-phone 
operator Kantartzis made 

lasting only a few seconds, 
collecting 80 cents each to 
net 54 million. (Associated 
Press) 


^ FREE WILL ASTROLOGY bvwbbrezsny 




PISCES [Feb. 19-Mar. 20) • *• 

S hunryu Suzuki was a Zen roaster 
whose books helped popularize 
Zen Buddhism in America. A 
student once asked him, 'How much ego 
do you need?' His austere reply was 'Just 
enough so that you dont step in front of 
a bus.' While I sympathize with the value 
of humility, I wouldnt go quite that far. I 
think that a slightly hefberego, if offered 
up as a work of art can be a gift to the 
world. What do you think, Pisces? How 
much ego is good? To what degree can 
you create yourego so thatitk a beautiful 
and dynamicsource of power fbr you and 
an inspiration forother people rather 
than a greedy, needy parasite that distorts the truth? This is ar 
excellent ttme to ruminate on such matters. 






LEO [July ZS'Aif. 28); An old Ctilnese 











VIRGO lAug 23-Sept. 22): 'You ran da- 



0«en expanding on dosed-down people 




ROB SREZSrh'S EXMNOtD WEEKLY 


HOROSCOPES 


MESSMiE HOROSCOPES REALASTROLOEY.COH 
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HENRY GUSTAVSON 
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Saturdays at Gardener's Supply in Burlington 


March 10. 2012 • g:30-ll:00am 

NEW! Basic Concepts in Landscape Planning 

Silfia Jope and Fbrrest White 

A step-by-step approach to planning your gardens and landscape. 

Learn thefundamentals of design and planning in this 
beginnerseminar for gardeners ofallskil levels. 

March 17. 2012 • 9:30-ll:00am 

NEW! The Magic of Fruit Trees 

Charlie Nardozzi 

Fruit trees make a bountiful and delidous addition to 
your landscape. Learn how to choose theright ones f 
your space and taste. The pruning seminar is an Ideal companion course. 



1e register, call 660-3S0S.erslgnup Instate. Pre registration and pre-payment required. 
QassesateSIO.OO per person. Seewww.GaidenersSupplyState.com for program detals. 
4*2nanlsk)rGaidener^ Club members. Seminars are held atGardener'sin Burlington. 


BE SOCIAL, 
JOIN THE CLUB! 


Social Clubbers like to go out, shop, 
meet new people and win things — 
doesn’t everyone? 


Sign up to get insider updates 
about local events, deals 
and contests from Seven Days. 




PICK YOUR PLEASURE 


- 3— 

IIKE/FAN/STUKUS JDIN OUH E-tlAST LIST lOllDWTHEFUS 

sevendays.socialclub sevendayssh.com @7dSocialCIub 
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gardener 

128 Intervale Road, off Kveiside Ave., Burlington 
(802)660-3505 • Mon-Sat 9am-6pTn; Sun lOom-Spm 



As seen on FOX's "So You Think You Can Dance' 

AXIS Dance Company 

Friday, March 9at8 pm TickaUsiariaisis 


Golden Dragon Acrobats of china 

Sunday, March 11 at 6 pm TiuaissiatiaMia ^ 

gr;os, ^ ^ 


.flynncenler.org or call 86-flynn todayl 




SEVEN DAYS 


RRSoNnS 



VVoML^^v. 

STABLE SPECIAL EDUCATOR SEEKS 
STUDMUFfIN 

I'm looking faran IntelllgonL 





VERMONT CAT-LOVER SEEKtlG 
PARTNER 





FIERY. EXPRESSIVE. CARING 
im a 

totalk FiMyCInger 27 Q 


VT NATIVE. PHOTOGRAPHER ANO 
EDUCATOR 



EXUBERANCEI 



SMALLTOWN COUNTRY GIRL LOOKING 
FORCfSATIVE PARTNER 



For relationships, dates, flirts and i-spys; 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 



CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already haveatleast 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles Including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don’t worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

1 t See photos of 

this person online. 

iMPORlRMNaTE 

We regret to inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 



FUN.ENERGaiC, SHY 

vviin my friends andjvst stay at home 
andwatchamdvle sharboo 42 Q 


FIRST TIMEFOR EVERYTHING! 



friendly, and pretty geek,. I love getUng 



ge 1 1 oge thef art ke^ Mm othg^ 


GALAXY ON MYCELING 




LONELY DORK 

Just Del ng real. Ifyou I Ike my picture 



^Rli5F1N§WELK: 


WqMLN 

OUTGOING FUNNY SEXY DRAMA-FREE 

S' 6', slender, green-eyed blonde, i enjoy ndmg my 
snowmobile, fastcars.motorrycles, four wheeling, monster 
truck shows/mud runs, camping. I love to make people laugh 
and enjoy trying new things. I'm Interested in meeting a guy 
with some chivalry who is engaging and comical, affectionate, 
empatheticand kind, but has to have a bit of a wild side! 
yamahagirl247. 38. Q 

FROM HER ONLINE PROFILE: People always tell me fm... 
hystencal and an amazing, open-minded person 





SEVEN DAYS 


RRSoNUS 




For group fun, BDSM play, and full-on kink: 

sevendaysvt.com/personals 




AGED TO PERFECTION 


Like a fine wine, so rm things )wst get 
Belter • n>«ixe. se»v 



CURioUS? 

You read Seven Days, 
these people read 
Seven Days — you 
already have at least 
one thing in common! 

All the action is online. 
Browse more than 
1600 local singles 
with profiles Including 
photos, voice messages, 
habits, desires, 
views and more. 

It's free to place your 
own profile online. 

Don't worry, you'll be 
in good company, 

^ ‘ I Seephotosc# 

this person online. 

ilVIP0Rl5^II^3lE 

We regretto inform 
users that the phone 
system for the personals 
site will be disconnected 
February 1. Please visit 
se vend aysvt.com/ 
personals to view and 
respond to profiles. 

We apologize for the 
inconvenience. 


MEM ieeist^ 





PUBLIC FANTASIES EXHIBITIONISM 

IrEchaveastrengputillcInlsh. Wouia 
love to rma a col loge-agiO girl with a 
Baaulirul rourH. tight ass I want to hold 
llinmy hanos ana lick youloasquirting 
oigasm. H»e mar^ deas for public risk 


INEVERGIVEUPI 


lost thought I would 17 ^hing 
new. I atnlooklng rorsomshlng here 



night long. hailtyBoy1S40 41 □ 


ADVETUftOUS GUY. SUB-CUR KMJS 
Looking to takea long walk on 


PRMAL EXPLORATION 



EXCELLENCE 




KiNKoFMWELK: 


MEN 

SINISTER URGES 

Seeking a pet. a slave, a slut. One who can receive the 
dark urges that I crave to expel, one who will willingly 
and eagerly gives over to the void, i am dominant, but I 
dontwant to have to explain everything. You should be 
actively submissive, compliant with purpose. I will reward 
your submission with pleasure. Lavish, filthy decadence, 
unrepentant. 34 

FROM HIS ONLINE PROFILE: Great sex calls for lots of... 
music power exchange and flexibility. 





isPb^'^ 


If youVe been 
spied, go online 
to contact your 
admirer! 


sevendaysvt.com/personais 






|lvenu$ Whtft:Wccln«»div, February 
You: Woman Me: Man (909988 


straight har up In a ponytail. You 







BUY-CURIOUS? 



If you're thinking 
about buying a home, 
see all Vermont 


properties online: 
sevendaysvt.com/ 
homes 


Februvy 29, 2012. Where: Post offic 
Ibu: Woman, Me: Man. (909987 


MANHATTANPIZZA 



When; TuBday, February 28,2012. 
Where: Manhattan Pizra. You: 
Han. Me: Woman. (909988 











HAYMEIIinrSME... 
Dotcuhkepinacolafla’s and getting 

yogallyoohavehalfabraln iryoullke 
making love at midnight In the dunes of 

Friday, February 24, 2012 Where On a 
poiehivIlhlheiMnd blowing my hair all 
over You: Men Me: Women (909973 



Last week we discussed how to avoid common 
pit^lls when creating an online dating profile and 
flirting on the net. Now, let's turn our attention to 
the first date, when it's time to leave cyberspace 
and enter RL (that's 'real life.' for you novices). 

Short and Sweet A first date should be a brief 
meet-up for coffee ora drink, not a daylong cross- 
country skiing expedition or road trip to Montreal. 

If you end up having nothing in common, that^ an 
awful lot of awkward silence to fill. The purpose 
of the first date is to assess chemistry and decide 
whether you want to dedicate more time to growing 
the romance. Remember to be safe, too: Always 
plan to meet in a public place and tell a friend or 
family member where you’re going and who you're 
meeting. 

Mind Vour Manners: 8e on your best behavior 
on a first date. Don't slurp your drink, arxl be nice 
to waitstaff. If you're footing the bill, be sure to 
tip at least the customary 20 percent — no one 
likes a ^eapskate. Be mindful of how much time 
you spend talking about yourself; don't hog the 
conversation. And, please, put your cellphone away. 
If you're awaiting an extremely important text 
message, explain this to your date at the beginning 
of the evening and apologize in advancefor the 
impending interruption. Otherwise, keep the phone 
out of sight. 

Kiss Off: It's the end of the date, and the sparks 
are flying — should you kiss? Absolutely! If both 
parties are into it, there^ nothing wrong with a 
smooch. Should you takeitfurther? Follow your 
gut. Ifthe moment is right and you're both hot to 
trot, sex on the first date isn't wrong. However, you 
have to be ready to deal with the consequences 
— you might never get a call fora second date, or 
one partner may prematurely become emotionally 
attached. Remember, anticipation is one of the 
most powerful aphrodisiacs, so why squander it? 

I say, wait until at least thesecond or third date (if 
not the sixth] to do the deed. 

Follow the steps above, and you'll be clicking in 
person instead of Just clicking your mouse. 


dviKCfi, 


, Need advice? 

Email meat mistress@sevenday5vLcom 
or share your own advice on my blog at 
sev end aysvLc am /blogs 





THE LEARNING CENTER AT HEALTHY LIVING 


Polenta Magic! I Pharma Foodie: Foods for Graceful Aging 

Monday, March 26''* ■ 5:30pfn - 8;OOpm I Thursday, March 29"' • 5:30pm - 8;OOpm 

Demo ■ $20 ■ pre-registration is required I Demo - $20 ■ pre-registration is required 


Empanadas 

Monday, March 19"' • 5:30pm - 8;0opm 
Mands-on - $45 - pre-registration is required 

On the Menu: everything from 
Cinnamon Scented Beef 
Empanadas with Black Currants 
to Pineapple and Vanilla Bean 
Emanadas, and a lot more 
deliciousness in between. Learn 
to make your own easy, 
delicious, golden-brown 
pastries in this hands-on class. 



A Bountiful Harvest, with Julie Rubaud 

Thursday, March 22'“* • 5:30pm - 8:OOpm 
Lecture ■ $20 - pre-registration is required 

Learning with Julie from Red 
Wagon Plants is a joy! She'll 
help you strategize so you'll end 
up with bountiful harvest all 
spring, summer and fall, 
whether you have a large 
garden plot or small raised 
beds. A well-planned garden 
ensures a season of satisfaction! 




Creamy, velvety polenta, made 
from scratch, can be used in a 
variety of ways to create amazing 
dishes. You'll learn how to make 
everything from Grilled Polenta 
Cakes with Creamy Goat Cheese 
and Roasted Tomatoes to Polenta 
and Egss with Black Beans and 
Avocado and a whole lot more! 



This month our ongoing series 
looks at delicious ways to work 
with our aging bodies. Think 
healthy brain, good memory, 
clear vision and the yum factor! 
You’ll eat wonderful food full of 
Ingredients from our culinary 
pharmacy, like Thai Red Curry 
with Crispy Shrimp and Peanuts. 


To reserve your place or to see our complete class schedule, visit our website or call! 


222 DORSET STREET. SOUTH BURLINGTON • 802.863.2569 • HEALTHYLIVINGMARKET.COM • 8AM-9PM SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 








